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NOT A PROTEST
One of my roles as editor of the Auckland Orienteer is to cut out anything which is offensive or
inappropriate for the medium. So had I been preparing the results of OY1 to be sent out to
competitors, I would certainly not have printed the Setter's comments about John Robinson's protest /
time claim. I think most readers would agree that they were inappropriate under the circumstances.
On the other hand, David's comments were quite probably true and fair, and deserving of a hearing perhaps as a separate letter to this publication, and perhaps worded differently.
I am disappointed that Robbie should have protested or made a time claim on such an apparently trivial
issue, and I have only sympathy for the protest committee (for I presume it was a committee) which felt
compelled to uphold his protest. All the more sympathy after John Powell's fair-minded comments on
their breeding and upbringing (and assumptions about male gender) published in this issue!
I would suggest to all orienteers that when in future they are aggrieved about a minor issue such as
this, they should submit an informal "Not Protest" detailing the sin so that those involved may learn
from their mistakes. This would be far more productive than whingeing to everyone in hearing range, or
submitting a formal protest which will inconvenience all concerned.
I would also suggest that anyone tempted to publish something which is potentially offensive to
someone else would be well advised to tone it down, cut it out, or at the least ask their spouse for an
opinion.
If we can think of a way to publish "Not Protests" in the Auckland Orienteer without it looking like a Trial
By Newsletter, I will gladly do so. Why can't we learn from others' mistakes, as well as our own? How
about if the Controllers who have received those Not Protests (I'm sure they must receive rather a lot)
were to submit the more interesting ones for publication, with maps, diagrams, captions, discussion,
and pertinent comments from other runners?
MARK ROBERTS

The editor takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the following information which has been collated from ma
sources and no-onetellshim anything anyway so he just makes most of it up. Please call Club Secretaries for
final confirmation, although no-one tells them either (A) Auckland: Rae Powell 624 1513 (CM) CountiesManukau: Linda Brighouse 09 298 8380 (E) Egmont: Jay Paterson 06 751 3589 (H) Hamilton: Jim Barr 07 856
9501 (NW) NorthWest: Ann Fettes 827 5358 (P) Pinelands: Chris Jackson 07 886 5313 (R) Rotorua: Andrew
Wilson 07 348 7694 (T) Taupo: Alison Mensen 07 378 0577 (Wh) Whangarei: David Nevin 09 435 2415.
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1/4

Squad Easter Training Camp, details in recent issues

Wed 2nd

A

Auckland Club meeting IS NOT TODAY

NW

North Island Championships, Woodhill
Details in recent issues, pre-entry deadline 7th March
Turkey Ridge
Otakanini Topu

Wed 9th

A

Auckland Club meeting, 19:30 McGivern residence, 46 Hope Farm Road,
Pakuranga. All Auckland Club members are welcome.

Thu 10th

NW

NorthWest Club meeting, 19:30, all NorthWest Club members welcome
Rob Garden's and Marquita Gelderman's home, 23 Nixon Road, RD2 Henderson

Sat 5th
Sun 6th
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12/13

H

North Island Secondary Schools Champs, Glenora, information in February issue

Sun 13th

H

Glenora, 11:00-13:00, club event. Farm map with rock detail 60km south of
Hamilton, used for Nationals a couple of years ago. Turn off at Parawera on
Kihikihi-Arapuni road. Signs from Wharepapa South.

Wh

OY3, Mangawhai, 10:00-12:30, superb mature pine forest on sand dunes
Take SH1, 5km past Wellsford, turn right onto Tomorata Road, follow signs 12km
to Forest HQ and Te Arai Point.

Fri 18th
Sun 20th

Early entry deadline for National Champs, details March AUCKLAND

ORIENTEER

P

Ngatira Forest, Tokoroa, new colour remap, 11:00-13:00

R

Ngamotu, Rotorua, 11:00-13:00, Rerewhakaitu turnoff from Murupara highway

SH38
through Rerewhakaitu village onto Ashpit Road and look for signs after a few km.
Squad Woodhill Forest Run, details in this issue
25-27

NZOF

Annual Seminar and General Meeting, 2 events, Flock House, Bulls
Details in March AUCKLAND ORIENTEER

PAPO 3 day event, south Canterbury, details Kevin 03 684 3172
Sun 27th

H

Kairangi, 11:00-13:00

T

Karapiti, 11:00-12:00, entry from SH1 or Poihipi Road, (call to confirm)

MAY 1997
Sat 3rd
issue
Sun 4th

Mountain Bike O, Riverhead, Barlow Rd off North Rd, 10:00-14:00, details this

A

OY4, Muriwai North, Secondary Schools event 4, 10:00-12:30
Lactic Turkey Waiuku Forest Run / Walk / Mountain Bike event, 5km and 10km
Run / walk starts 10:00, 15km and 25km MB starts 11:00, lots of Spot prizes, Big
Jump competition, etc, come for a laugh, contact Phil Wood 634 5236 Matt Tuck
634 9253

Wed 7th

A

Auckland Club meeting, 19:30, Jessop residence, 40 Batkin Road, Avondale.
All Auckland Club members are welcome.

Thu 8th

NW

NorthWest Club meeting, 19:30, all NorthWest Club members welcome
Jill and Alastair Smithies' home, 4B Fairbanks Place, Glendene

Fri 9th

P

CDOA SSC, Greenpeaks, SH1 9km south of Tokoroa, 11:00-13:00
Entry deadline, National Championships, 31st May - 2nd June, Manawatu
3
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Mountain Bike O, Riverhead, Robinson Road off Sunnyside Road near Coatesville
10:00-14:00, details in this issue
Pre-entry deadline for National Park-O Championships, 17th May 1997

Sun 11th

R

CDOA OY3, Pouturu, SH30 to Whakatane after first Kawerau turnoff, 11:00-13:00

Wh

Sherwood Park night O

Sat 17th

WACO National Park Orienteering Champs, Auckland City, BRAND NEW MAP
Organiser Shaun Collins, one 5km course, $10 pre-entry, $15 on the day, preentry deadline Saturday 10th May. Trophies for junior, senior, womens and mens
grades. Details this issue. NO ENTRY FORM WILL BE ISSUED

Sun 18th

WACO OY5, Muriwai North Secondary Schools event 5, 10:00-12:30
Setter Matthew Tuck, Controller Shaun Collins, interesting format promised!

24/25

PAPO Anniversary celebrations, details in this issue

Sat 24th

Mountain Bike O, Riverhead, Start from Picnic area on Ararimu Valley Rd
10:00-14:00, details in this issue

Sun 25th

CM

OY2, Harkers Reserve postponed from March, 10:00-12:30
Setter John Robinson, signposted from bridge over Waikato near Tuakau

31-2
Sat 31st

H

Four Brothers, 11:00-13:00

Wh

Omu Creek, 11:00-13:00

HV/W
W

National Championships, details March, pre-entry 9th May, JWOC/WOC trials
Kaikokopu North, Manawatu, Individual Championships

June 1997
1
2
8
15

18
22
29

HV
W
P
H
NW
Wh
A
R
H

August 1997
Wanda, Manawatu, Nat Short-O Ch
Kaikokopu S, Manawatu, Nat Relays
Waihou
Sanatorium Hill
Woodhill, Score event, Sec Sch 6
Kioreroa Road
Auckland Sec Sch Champs
Lake Ngahewa
CDOA OY4 Mount Eliza

July 1997
13

WACO
Wh
18/19 HB
20
NW
R
27
H

4

Sixteen Mile Training
Winstones
Silva National SSC
Club event
Owhata
Rose Gardens / Sandford Park

10
17
24
31

R
Wh
H
NW
E
CM

Park TBA
Maunu
Forest Lake
Spring Series, Beautiful Hills
CDOA OY5
Spring Series, Waiuku

September 1997
7
14
21

27-4
28

NW
R
WACO
H
A
Wh

Spring Series, Muriwai North
CDOA OY6, Peka Block
Training event (?)
Pakaroa
Spring Series, Beautiful Hills
Tangiteroria
Veteran World Ch, Minnesota, USA
WACO Training event
P
Redwoods
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October 1997
5

CM
R
6-10 Squad
12
T
Waco
Wh
18/19 NW

Spring Series, Waiuku
Crater Block
Dev Sqd Camp TBC Rotorua
CDOA OY7
Training event
Mair Park
Auckland Championships
Uren Road, Kaipara Knolls
19
P
Greenpeaks
25/27 H
Labour Weekend 3 Day
PAPO South Island Champs

November 1997
2
6
8/9
9-16
16
23
29/30

CM
CM
E
All
H
Wh
R

AOA Relays, Whiriwhiri Maioro
Auckland Primary Schools Champs
CDOA Championships
National O-week
Four Brothers
Mangawhai
Okere Falls
Wellington Championships

5
week's OY1 at Muriwai.
Named Parakowhai,
this map is like a technical version of Kallarney
Lake.
I'm most impressed with Laurie Baxter's powers
of persuasion: upon viewing the rugged potholed
state of the forest access road, he asked the
land owner, Carter Holt, to fix the road.
Orienteers arriving early on Saturday were
greeted with the sight of a massive digger
spreading road metal, widening the road and
improving drainage.
Continuing the macabre association of bodies on
orienteering maps, there is a memorial cairn on
the Whangamata map to mark where the body of
murdered Swedish tourist Urban Hoglin was
found a few years ago.
Accommodation for most of us in Whangamata
was at an excellent backpacker hostel named
The Bedshed, and Judy Martin prepared a superb
salad and BBQ meal, making for a very convivial
social evening.

December 1997
?
1
3
7
10
17
?

HB
H
R
Wh
H
H
Oz

Junior Camp, Auckland
Rogaine, Smedley
Rose Gardens
Okawa Bay
TBA
Waikato University
Hamilton Lake
5 day, Canberra

NORTHWEST
NEWSHOUND
Keen orienteers had the opportunity to compete
in no fewer than eleven orienteering events in the
Auckland region (Whangamata may be south of
the Bombay hills but Laurie and Judy are NW
members!) - all during March.
Despite inclement weather on Saturday, the two
days on a new map at Whangamata were
marvellous for dispelling mental cobwebs and
rusty O technique. The combination of native
bush and mature pine forest proved to be the
perfect training preparation for the following

Great to see Katie Fettes back orienteering, first
W21E at OY1 and ahead of all males on the
course.
There were thoroughly enjoyable
courses from Dave Godfrey at Muriwai and from
Mark Lawson (first time course setter) at Weiti.
Geoff Mead, in a moment of unusual weakness,
has "volunteered" to be Club Captain for the
remainder of 1997. He is looking for coordinators
(on-the-day manpower management) for three
events in the second half of this year. There is
also plenty of opportunity for less experienced
5
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people to be assistant course setters for events
from July to September. Please phone Geoff on
445 4555 if you would like to help.
A reminder that club membership fees are now
overdue. To avoid paying non-member rates at
events, please send outstanding dues to
treasurer Rolf Wagner as soon as possible.
Sport North Harbour is running an Injury
Prevention seminar in Riverhead at 19:00 on
Thursday 1st May, and there are several
coaching courses and sport related seminars
being held by Sport Waitakere. Lisa Mead has
the details.

People
Kirsten Ambler (W21E), who left Auckland in
1996, is beginning a new temporary career as an
au pair to an orienteering family with three
children, resident in the centre of excellent
orienteering territory. She is planning to compete
over the European summer from her Norwegian
base.
NWOC extends very best wishes for a happy
future to Alison Stone and Trevor Carswell who
are getting married at Easter.
Newer members may not be aware that Dave
Middleton, our librarian, holds a good collection of
orienteering literature, including recent copies of
British and Australian O magazines. Please give
him a call if you would like him to bring these to
an event for you.

Next club meeting
The April club meeting will be held at 19:30pm on
Thursday 10th April at Rob Garden's and
Marquita Gelderman's home, 23 Nixon Road,
RD2, Henderson.
The May meeting will be held at 19:30pm on
Thursday 8th May at Jill and Alastair Smithies'
home, 4B Fairbanks Place, Glendene.
LISA MEAD 445 4555

AUCKLAND
ACTIVITIES
People
Jos Pols tells us that due to a combination of 4
6

6

broken toes (ouch!) and commitments to
athletics, he has decided to take a break from the
Club this year, but will return next year.

Events
The last club meeting discussed difficulties with
events in the Secondary Schools series, and has
decided to cope with the large numbers on the
junior courses (mostly arriving around 10:00) with
a couple of simple measures which we also
recommend to other clubs: We will ensure that
there are double clippers on first controls, and
offer two start sheets - one for schools entrants,
and one for the rest.

Mapping
The Club has no major mapping projects in hand
(anyone with information about suitable forest or
farmland areas will be given a medal) but has
several minor projects in progress. Maybe one
day these maps will be offset printed, but for the
moment they will be used either as laser prints or
maybe at some time as fill-ins for map print runs.
We can't tell you about one of the maps yet,
which is to be used by WACO for the National
Park-O Champs on 17th May. But here are some
details about the others.

Mount St John
The Mount St John map has been extended to
include Mount Hobson, and Mt St John itself is to
be reworked (we didn't quite get it right last year!)
Once again this map may be part of a future
Volcanic Traverse, but is also large enough for a
Score event. This map adjoins both the Mount
Eden and the One Tree Hill maps. It has been
fieldworked and drawn by Mark Roberts, and
Eddie Reddish is fieldchecking.
Panmure Basin
Just for fun, a circular map! Fieldworked by Mark
Roberts and Matthew Crozier, and almost ready
to draw. There will be only two courses on this
map - clockwise or anti-clockwise! The area has
some interest beyond just the basin rim, including
Van Dam's Lagoon.

Hillsborough Streets
Basemaps are ready now for this area, with Guy
C-W doing some of the fieldwork, and more help
needed. It's a large area of interesting streets
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and masses of parks, schools, golf courses and
walkways.

Glendowie / Glen Innes Streets
Currently being fieldworked by the Stewart
Family, this area contains complex street patterns
and LOTS of "open" areas, including two existing
maps - Dingle Dell and Churchill Park.
The Stewarts are so impressed with the
complexity and richness of the area that they are
very keen to set an event there later this year.

7

mentioned above. This fieIdwork is ideal for
novices, and can be done on a bicycle or even
from a car (with someone else doing the driving!)
If you are keen to organise events on any of
these maps - contact Selwyn Palmer.

More mapping
We are looking at extending the Domain map into
the Auckland Hospital grounds, and possibly at
extending the Western Springs map onto Meola
Reef. We now have photogrammetry for the
Blockhouse Bay area (Craigavon, MotuMoana,
etc etc), and may see some progress there later
this year.

Permanent courses
We also need to look at creating permanent
courses on these and other maps. This year's
national initiative is for permanent courses, and
the Auckland Club will be starting with the
Domain. Contact Terry Nuthall if you want to
offer assistance.

Next club meetings

Pakuranga South Streets
The sister map to the existing Pakuranga Streets,
this map is being prepared by Eddie Reddish.
Darren Ashmore has also been volunteered to
help. It will include Lloyd Elsmore Park and may
stretch from Pakuranga shops to Botany Downs.

The April Club meeting will be on an irregular
date: Wednesday 9th April at 19:30 at the
McGivern residence, 46 Hope Farm Road,
Pakuranga. All Auckland Club members are
welcome.
The May club meeting will be at 19:30 on
Wednesday 7th May at the Jessop residence, 40
Batkin Road, Avondale. All Auckland Club
members are welcome.

Not Just Street Maps...
The Street maps mentioned here are being
prepared in B&W at 1:20,000 with a view to a
Street Series later this year. Darren Ashmore is
keen to promote these events to runners and
cyclists.
An idea which is being pursued to turn these
maps into something special is for the interesting
bush/park areas to be mapped at (perhaps)
1:5,000 and printed on the back, in colour or
B&W. Each of the Street maps covers 5-10sqkm
and includes .5-1.5sqkm of reserve / park /
school / golf course, some of which has already
been mapped in colour.
Anyone who wants to join in with fieldwork,
cartography or fieldchecking of any of these
maps, please contact Mark Roberts or those

COUNTIESMANUKAU NEWS
We have several new officers this year. The club
would like to welcome our new
President
Bob Hattie
Treasurer
John Briffett
Publications person Martin Barber
and give our sincere thanks to Wayne Aspin,
Roger Hiscock and Sally Pilbrow, the outgoing
officers.
Thanks once again to Linda Brighouse for filling
7
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the role of Secretary.
Our new President Bob Hattie is a keen crosscountry runner. He had a brief introduction to O
in 1994, but business commitments meant that
he has was unable to pursue it until he returned
in May 1996. He's KEEN. He believes that our
Club's small membership is no handicap; at our
events everyone joins in to help so it is not left
just to the capable few to do all of the work.
This summer the club organised training sessions
in Waiuku Forest; a big thanks to everyone who
gave their time.
Feedback has been very
positive.

Our junior members Graham Hattie, Daniel Rose,
Emma Nelson and Sarah Phelps took part in the
Hawkes Bay training camp recently.
They
learned a lot from the camp and want to thank the
organisers and tutors.

8
Lorri O'Brien had her first major win in the W40
grade while Bev Laurent, W50, and Tania
Robinson, W15 had four straight wins. In the
junior grades Marit Moen beat Fiona Humphrey
and Brett Ashmore beat David Farquhar. Among
the hard luck stories, Keith Stone broke an arm
when a fence collapsed underneath him, and
Terry Nuthall will remember trying to match his
control descriptions with a map from the wrong
box at Forest Hill.
In the Auckland area, NorthWest ran a very
successful Secondary Schools Championships at
Ambury Park. Central Club had a Sunday
promotional event at Self's Farm, where Terry
Nuthall covered 6.2km in 42:00. SAOC and
NWOC held events on the same Sunday at
Waiuku and Weiti. The WOC Squad went to
Weiti for the colour coded runs and 60
competitors ran four courses on the old Waiuku
South map drawn by Steve Keys.
OY2 was held on the new Otakanini map. This
event was also a Badge event and a trial for the
Elite teams to WOC in France. The Elites ran
before the main event. Alistair Landels and Rob
Garden followed by Wellington's Peter Hill were
the top men of 17 starters, while Anitra Dowling,
all the way from Dunedin, won the women's
event, beating Jeanine Browne by 17 seconds
with Carey Martin third. Among the course 12
finishers were Nic Foster, whose father won the
M35A grade, Ineke Currie, Amy Parr and 11 year
old Marit Moen: 1.8km in 21:00.
KEN BROWNE [CMOC]

PROTESTATIONS

Next club meeting
Our next Club meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd
April at 19:30 at the Shuker residence, Waiuku.
Call Linda Brighouse on 298 8380 for directions.

ARCHIVES APR'87
Easter 1987, and the Wellington Association
hosted a four day badge event and NZ team trial.
80 Auckland orienteers travelled to Palmerston
North - Forest Hill, then Masterton - Stronvar,
Paekakariki - Te Ara Ore Puke and Levin Waitarere North.
8

From the results of OY1 Muriwai, 9th March...
"My apologies to a pedantic Mr. J Robinson who
put in a not so erudite protest about a control
circle being 1mm off-centre. It is amazing though
that less experienced orienteers were not
troubled by this and could work out there was
only one earth bank in the circle. His protest was
upheld because the circle was off centre by 1mm
and that he lost some time figuring this out. He
was awarded a 2 minute time allowance.
I expect that in the future setters should be aware
of the possibility of this type of protest and mark
the maps with laser guided accuracy"
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DAVE GODFREY [NWOC] SETTER sarcastic remarks; no-one is the winner.
David obviously didn't read my protest, which is
the only time I have ever protested since taking
up orienteering in 1974. I'm, not even sure that it
constitutes a protest, rather a claim of time. I
have been on the other end as an organiser
where time has been claimed and the claim was
legitimate an the time was granted without fuss.
To put the record straight, the problems I
encountered with OY1 were:
1. The control descriptions contained nothing in
the size column - what height boulder, or size
of knoll. This is important information.
2. The pens in the master map area on the left
side would not reach the master maps. I
ripped the pen from the holder to reach the
area. This was not a problem if you were
lucky enough to select the right side where
the pens did reach. Some people were
disadvantaged by this.
3. There were no control descriptions on the left
side master maps. A definite advantage once
again to those who chose the master maps
on the right side. I lost some time here
looking at my control card, which was pinned
to my O top.
4. The control circles for "Foot of spur" and "Top
of earth bank" were marked wrongly on the
far side master maps. The "Foot of spur" was
in fact half way up the spur on the right side.
The master map I marked the earth bank from
had it just inside the circle, not 1mm away
from the centre, as suggested. Was there an
unmarked earth bank in the circled reentrant?
Anyone who marked their map as indicated
on the master map would have approached
the control by going up the reentrant, an
extremely difficult route choice.
5. The start triangle was marked wrongly on the
master maps, perhaps 100m away from the
right place.
Beginners would be totally
confused. More experienced orienteers didn't
pick up this mistake, but said that they had
trouble with the first control without realising
why.
Setters and controllers spend many hours of
voluntary unpaid slog and at the end of the day
we are all trying to improve our sport. If there is a
protest, it is either right or wrong, upheld or
declined, and that's where it should all stop.
There is no need for apologies, or brickbats, or

JOHN ROBINSON [CMOC]
Dear Mark
I was disturbed and saddened to read the Course
Setter's comments after the recent OY at
Muriwai.
To sling off at a person who made a genuine
protest is inexcusable. The fact that the protest
was upheld and to still sling off is just sour grapes
and bad manners. It is often said that sarcasm is
the lowest form of humour and in this case the
Course Setter has lowered himself to the level of
his own sarcastic wit.
While the OY series is just a training event to
some, others regard it as an important series
where the aim is to win. In years past where
there were more events you could afford to drop
a bad performance. Nowadays, and this year in
particular with only 5 events, every one is
important especially if you are setting one of
them.
Therefore if you feel you have been the victim of
a mistake it is important that you can protest
without incurring the public wrath of the Course
Setter.
So Mr Course Setter why don't you come down
off your high horse, admit you did make a
mistake (albeit a small one) and apologise as
publicly as you criticised?
BRUCE COLLINS [HOC]
Dear Mark
I enjoyed course 1 of AOY 1 at Muriwai very
much - it was varied, technical enough to
generate 2 DSQs, and testing enough to produce
3 DNFs. Apparently course 5 was a little long, but
the results letter apologised graciously for that.
Where the letter was a little less gracious was in
its sarcasm about John (or as it worryingly called
him, "Mr") Robinson's protest on course 3. I
would like to plead for an end to such sarcasm.
I don't know whether the control circle was
wrongly drawn and did cause Robbie a delay but if he says so, then knowing his experience
and character I would expect this was the case.
Given that the protest was upheld then almost
certainly this was the case. That is not the issue.
Nor is it the issue whether Robbie was right to
protest. Arguably our reasonably high standard
of O in world terms is partly because we are not
9
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sloppy about the sport and set ourselves high
standards. Protests are one way of keeping
standards high.
Much more important to me is the sprit in the
sport; I have remained in O because other
people have been (almost universally) friendly,
because there has been no backbiting in public.
Arguments about timing of the Nationals yes, but
not personal attacks like this.
Please keep irony and sarcasm out of the sport,
and lose graciously, as the organisers of the CD
Champs (and the Editor of this magazine as
mapper) did when protests were allowed there.
MICHAEL HOOD
Kia ora Mark
What sort of wimps allowed Robbie's protest at
OY1? The protest for the control feature, the only
earth bank in the control circle, being misplaced
by 1mm was upheld? This sort of limp-wristed
feeble-mindedness
suggests
the
protest
committee's prostate operations went wrong and
they now suffer from a testicular deficiency.
All of us in the M50A grade know that Robbie
would not be affected by the 1 mm error. Anyone
who has seen him in action knows that he runs
very quickly to the general vicinity of the control
circle, having explored half a dozen other control
sites along the way, and then randomly searches
the area at something approaching the speed of
light. A 1mm error in his case is irrelevant. Only
Hub Carter (Kapiti Havoc) can match Robbie in
this technique.
The error would not have affected Robbie but it
most certainly affected me. I generally arrive at a
control circle with my glasses fogged up and my
brain short of oxygen. Double vision is inevitable
if the control feature is not placed exactly at the
centre. I would have been confused. I can't
recall exactly how long this confusion lasted. I
suspect it was 21 minutes as then I would have
beaten Robbie by 41 seconds. The reason I did
not lodge a protest at the time is that it was many
days before my brain oxygen level returned to
normal and I considered the matter judiciously.
Nevertheless, I want everyone to know that I
would have beaten Robbie if that control circle
had been correctly centred.
I have consulted the rules for NZOF events on
this matter. Protests can only be made for
breaches of the rules. Rule 21.2 states that "The
centre of any triangle or circle shows the precise
10

10
control site..." Interesting word that "precise". I
want all event controllers to know that if I am
beaten by Les Paver or Michael Hood at an OY
this year then I will protest on the grounds that all
of the control circles are imprecise. I will provide
a microscope for the protest committee so that
they can determine whether the control site is
within one ten thousandth of a millimetre of the
centre of the control circle.
Please note that the NZOF rules do not prohibit
protests in advance of an event.
JOHN POWELL

FLATLANDERS
I was reviewing a manual on orienteering
published by the US Army in 1971. I want to
quote it here for everyone's edification.
"There is no more pitiful sight than an Orienteer
who has had quite a bit of experience in hilly or
mountainous terrain, and has a high opinion of
his ability, returning bedraggled and forlorn after
his first experience with flat, wooded terrain. Flat,
wooded terrain is perhaps the most difficult in the
world, from the Orienteers standpoint.
Mountains may be more physically demanding,
and may look more impressive, but the canny
Orienteer will not be fooled by appearances. He
knows that those deceptively innocent-looking
trees conceal a perfect maze of snares for the
unwary. He knows by bitter experience that he
must keep a perfectly accurate pace count, and
follow his compass with blind faith.
The first mistake the hill-trained Orienteer makes
is to plunge blithely onto the course, trusting on
terrain and his map to keep him aware of his
position. The flat-lander knows the map for a
snare and a delusion. He knows that there are
no prominent terrain features that he can use to
reorient himself if he becomes confused. He is
aware that the map is nearly useless in such
terrain."
MIKI SNELL, TEXAS FLAT LANDER
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GIB WOODHILL
FOREST RUN
Sunday 29th April
Signposted from Waimuku on SH16, based at
Muriwai camp ground.
10:00 25km MB starts
10:10 10km MB starts
10:20 5,10km walk starts
11:00 5km run starts
11:30 10km run starts
Entry fee on the day $15 senior $8 junior. Preentry $12 and $6, deadline 9th April. Very snazzy
T-shirt $22, will be the talk of the town, says
Shaun. Contact for details 631 0204. Heaps of
spot prizes, food and drink available.
All
proceeds to the World Champs Norway 1997
team. Helpers would be appreciated in the usual
way.

NATIONAL PARK-O
CHAMPIONSHIPS

11

Contact Shaun Collins on 631 0204 for details.

MBO
Guaranteed Fun in the sun unless it's raining

ENDORPHIN JUNKIES EVENT
PROMOTIONS PRESENTS A
MOUNTAIN BIKE EVENT WITH A
DIFFERENCE!
Come and try Mountain Bike
Orienteering
Navigate your way to checkpoints using a
detailed trackmap of the Riverhead Forest.
Unlike a traditional Mountain Bike Race, it is a
game of two halves and it will be the fastest mind
that will win on the day not just the fastest legs,
but all credit to both sides.
Of course you don't have to race, just make it
part of your weekend ride.
Or you can do it on foot like an traditional Long O
type event

Saturday 3rd May
Start from Barlow Rd which is off North Rd

Saturday 17th May, Auckland

Saturday 10th May

WACO are please to announce the first annual
New Zealand Park Orienteering Championships,
to be held on a brand new map in Auckland on
Saturday 17th May, the day before WACO'S OY
at Muriwai North.
The map, of an area which has not been used
before, has been fieIdworked and drawn by Mark
Roberts of the Auckland Club, with fieldcheck
assistance from Guy Cory-Wright and Dave
Crofts.

Start from Robinson Rd which is off Sunnyside
Rd near Coatesville

There will be two courses. $10 pre-entry, $15 on
the day if there are any maps left, pre-entry
deadline Saturday 10th May. Enter by sending
your money and name to 16A Fairview Road,
Mount Eden.
Junior, Senior, women's men's grades will be
determined when we know how many entries
there are. Trophies will be magnificent and
multitudinous.

Saturday 24th May
Start from Picnic area on Ararimu Valley Rd
Start any time between 10am and 2pm. If you
like the first day come back and try it again on a
different course. Small fee of $8 per rider.

TROPHIES AND SPOT PRIZES
Details from Shaun Collins 631 0204

HANDRAILS
I am setting one of the days at Easter (plus
fieldworking, checking and drawing 3 new maps)
so I'm a busy man. From 1st Jan this year in
New Zealand all white courses(eg M12, W12) at
11
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major events must be approved by a member of
the handrail panel. Is there anyone out there on
Onet from the handrail panel who would like to
fulfill my obligation to the rules? The person who
approves my course I hope won't be running at
Easter as they will be deemed UNOFFICIAL.
Just a few comments on the new rule which I do
not agree with.
Firstly there are 2 A grade controllers (myself and
Rob Garden) who are setting and controlling the
courses for this day. We have been setting and
controlling for years and have attended
controlling clinics.
My own opinion is I'm more qualified than most of
those on the handrail panel. We go to all this
effort to become an A grade controller and yet
cannot approve a course - this seems crazy to
me and is only creating an extra level of
administration and officialdom. Also, not all of the
members on the handrail panel are controllers so
while they may be qualified to know the unique
problems that can occur with younger courses
they are not qualified at controlling.
Secondly, getting the courses ready requires at
least two to three days extra time because of this
rule when time is always tight when organising an
event.
Thirdly, being an armchair critic (by looking at
courses on paper) can never be as good as
actually being out on the map and seeing the lay
of the land (eg control cannot be seen because of
a tree; course has to be slightly diverted because
of electric fence or bull or cliff); track is too
indistinct for youngsters to follow; course needs
to be taped in certain places etc).
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leg that required compass bearing and pacing!!
Unofficial?
It was pointed out by the Technical Committee
that the member of the Handrail panel that does
the checking would NOT be unofficial as all they
would be checking would be the small portion of
the map that contained the white course. All they
see is the start/finish location (which may be
different?) and a tiny part of the map.
Qualification?
Unfortunately (though not necessarily the case
here) this is the attitude that some of the worst
offenders have. "I have been controlling for years
and I know best" They are usually very good
planners of red courses but generally provide too
hard white courses.
The members of the Handrail panel are only
checking the technical hardness of the easiest,
novice course and are generally parents who
have had knowledge of the special problems of
their offspring.
Time
Is this a real question? Surely an extra 3 days for
one course would not be a problem! As the white
course should be one of the first (if not the first) to
be set then it could be sent away while the others
are being planned.

Armchair checking
This is the whole point. The Handrail panel
member is just another check. It is up to the
event controller to check out all these other
features. The course sent to the handrail panel
member should have been checked by the event
controller. The handrail Panel member should
Hoping that someone out there is willing to look at not have to have any comment at all as the
course should be perfect. Unfortunately this is
my white course,
not happening, and that is the reason for the
BRYAN TEAHAN ON O-NET Handrail Panel.
The reason the handrail panel was introduced for
MAJOR events was because of some very poor
(read hard, technical etc) courses for novices
which left a number of them in tears and DNF'ing.
The aim of this very first step in orienteering
should be to achieve completion of the course
with a sense of satisfaction to encourage them to
come back, not to put them off orienteering for
life!
Despite a very complete description of what this
course should be like (ie following handrails all
the way) some controllers were allowing courses
that had shallow re-entrants etc at the end of a
12

A list of Handrail Panel members were sent out to
Clubs in January.
BRUCE COLLINS CONVENOR NZ TECHNICAL
COMMITTEE
I'm afraid the map for day 4 is small and the start
is a long way from the finish. Consequently, the
white courses which follows tracks all the way,
meanders over most of the map. The handrail
panel member if running will be made unofficial.
I think it's unfair to other competitors that a
handrail panel member gets to see even a tiny
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portion of a map and as a matter of policy they
should automatically be made unofficial.
BRYAN TEAHAN.
The controllers of the (bad) events described by
Bruce should be notified by the Technical
Committee and downgraded if necessary.
I notice there are no members of the Handrail
Panel in the Auckland area at all.
KEITH STONE [NWOC]
I hope no one on BOF gets to read all this stuff,
there are enough rules and regulations about
without adding more! We are in great danger of
turning our sport into a standard run in the
country every Sunday afternoon. Planning needs
flair, imagination and vision not rules and
committees!
GORDON ROSS [UK]
I agree there are enough rules already, but
Gordon misses the point entirely about White
courses and it is presumably for Controllers like
him that the NZ Technical Committee has
instituted its handrail panel.
In the UK Colour Coded system White courses
should be entirely on paths and tracks, Yellow
courses entirely along line features (handrails).
Planning these courses does not need flair and
vision, simply that the guidelines are adhered to
and the competitors given a course that they
have the skills to complete. Save the flair,
imagination and vision for the technically difficult
courses.
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themselves as "experienced" and therefore don't
need to look at the Guidelines...) who persistently
get it wrong.
This improvement in standards is entirely due to
the committee work which Gordon so gently (I
hope) derides.
DAVID MAY [UK]
I know White courses should sit on paths etc - but
does it need an extra committee to check them
over. Surely time would be better invested in
ensuring that the top end (elite) part of our sport
is up to standard! We need to promote elite
orienteering to prevent our sport from dying, this
brings juniors in etc. Too often the Elite side is
badly planned and controlled (in GBR) by officials
who have climbed up the ladder rather than
having gained real experience.
GORDON ROSS

CYCLIC SAGA
Christchurch multi-sport athletes Steve Gurney
and John Howard posted the highest score of 660
out of 760 in the Cyclic Saga, a two-day mountain
bike rogaine on Banks Peninsula near
Christchurch. The pair orienteer regularly with
the local club, and it seems that orienteering skill
is becoming increasingly necessary for the epic
multi-discipline events in which the pair excel.
Gurney has won the NZ Coast to Coast race a
number of times.

The multi-sporters were competing in the
BARRY ELKINGTON, BOF TECHNICAL "touring" class for which the organisers
COMMITTEE transported competitors' gear to the overnight
I couldn't agree more that " Planning needs flair, campsite. However the prestigious "elite" class
imagination and
vision, not rules and was for competitors who carried their own
committees," but there's nothing in the BOF equipment. This was won by elite mountainGuidelines that stifles this for experienced bikers Charlie and Rhys Palmer (Christchurch)
who scored 600 carrying probably 8kg of gear
competitors.
each.
What the Guidelines do guard against is
inappropriate courses being planned for NZ Olympic representative in mountain biking
beginners and the less experienced. What can Kathy Lynch and Pete Braggins (Motueka) won
the mixed elite class with 580, while veteran
be wrong with this?
orienteers and rogainers Pete Squires and
After many years of educating planners (and
Michael Wood (Leeston/Lower Hutt) were second
controllers) we are at the stage in the UK where
elite men on 520.
our two easiest courses, White and Yellow, are
nearly always now planned so that youngsters The women's elite division was won by
are not found in tears in the forest. However, Christchurch orienteer Vivienne Prince with
there are still those (who more often that not rate Meredith Mackay, in spite of an embarrassing
13
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mistake. They returned one hour early on the
second day, after failing to adjust their watches
for the end of daylight saving time! They scored
410.
The two-day event is not a true rogaine but
combines elements of rogaining and orienteering,
and of course mountain biking.
The 145
competitors were given 38 control points on a
1:50,000 topo map, 7 hours to reach a
compulsory overnight campsite, and 6 hours to
return to the start the following day. The three
Cyclic Sagas have all been held on Banks
Peninsula, steep hills of volcanic origin jutting out
into the Pacific Ocean from the Canterbury Plains
close to the South Island's largest city
Christchurch. Elevations ranged from 0 to 700m,
and travel was by sealed road, unsealed road,
farm track and across untracked farmland.
Gurney and Howard travelled about 120km,
climbing about 5000m in the process.

restricted one's speed of movement. Normal
forest would be mapped using yellow, as an
intermediate colour between the two extremes.
At this stage, it is not proposed to alter any of the
other colours, although the view was expressed
that the use of blue for water features provides a
potential cultural bias towards orienteers from
less-polluted countries.
When asked his view on the matter, a
spokesperson for the IOF declined to confirm or
deny the existence of the proposals, and urged all
readers to take a closer look at today's date.
BLAIR TREWIN, ON O-NET, 1ST APRIL 1997

AOA
Auckland mapping plan

The event is run by mountain-bike enthusiasts
from the small company Ground Effect, which
makes casual and thermal clothing appealing to
bikers. Meanwhile, mountain-bikers who are also
orienteers are putting on smaller MBO courses
within club events, and the NZ Orienteering
Federation has included MBO in its development
plan.

The availability of maps over the next 5 to 10
years was looked into. In 5 years time we expect
there will be nothing north of Rimmer Road but
the south is now starting to come on stream, also
there are new areas which will be used at Easter.
The Weiti forest, mapped by North West, is equal
to the size of two maps and should last approx 10
years. To summarise there appears to be 2-3
MICHAEL WOOD years good running, perhaps the 5 year outlook is
not good, but the 10 year outlook is OK. While we
foresee no serious problems clubs need to keep
searching for mappable areas.

NEW COLOURS?

Recreational courses
A proposal has emerged, in the process of the
revision for the International Specifications for
Orienteering Maps, to radically overhaul the
colours used on orienteering maps.
A growing body of opinion holds that the existing
colours fail to match with the expectations of
newcomers looking at orienteering maps,
particularly with respect to vegetation. Tales
abound of novice orienteers heading straight for
the green because they believe that green
denotes the best parts of the terrain to run
through.
To overcome this problem, it is proposed to
cease the present uses of yellow and green on
orienteering maps. Under the new plans, green
would be used to denote open and semi-open
areas, being the most runnable. Shades of red
would be used to denote thick vegetation which
14

All event organisers should note that Kiwisport
and recreational course times are not to be
calculated or displayed.

Spring series
In order to attract interest it is felt that this should
be made a competitive series.
Running a
competition on each of the five courses with a
handicap system based on age and sex is being
looked into. We will keep you posted with the
details.

Social event
A combined club social event is proposed for the
near future. Details later, once planning is
finalised.
JILL SMITHIES
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KATOA PO 1997
A record turnout, and brilliant weather - far better
than MetService had predicted. Great to be able
to run at night using only moonlight.
This event was hi-tech, taking full advantage of
OCAD's versatility. Courses were planned by the
original setter and instigator of Katoa Po, Graham
Teahan of Feilding. Graham rashly volunteered
his services during last years' Katoa Po on the
Karapiti map. TOC accepted.
I regularly communicated with Graham by Email,
fax and phone. He was able to plan the courses
using an older edition of the map, and draft
versions of the final map while I followed up by
improving the map as my fieldworkers drip-fed
me their completed work.
Control sites were extracted from version 57 and
imported onto the final map (version 80) with only
cosmetic changes being made (breaking circles
to prevent detail being obscured).
In all, 5 different maps were prepared for the
weekend, using 3 different scales. The main map
was Emailed to Visual Impact in Invercargill
(Brent Hardy of SOC) where the laser-copying
was done. Each course was sent separately as a
map consisting of purple (control sites, numbers,
start triangle, finish, and connecting lines). Brent
Hardy merged each course with the original map,
then printed the final map. This greatly simplified
the workload and minimised mistakes.
Grant Davidson also made full use of OCAD as
he lived over 75 km from the map and from me.
Both Graham's and Grant's control circles and
codes were imported (in different colours) onto a
master map showing where all the control sites
were located for the two events. At no stage did
anyone apart from the planners involved place
circles on the map. This removed the possibility
of one or more circles being "lost" in the manual
transfer of circles onto another map as the job
needed to be done only once.
Next year we will be requesting at least one
person from each team be rostered in as a
helper, as the event has grown so large that more
people are required to run it than TOC can
provide.
TOC members spent one day clearing over a
kilometre of tracks across and down the length of
the main conservation gully. We hope you
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appreciated it.
Not starting in a relay is just about as bad as not
telling anyone you have finished, especially when
the maps are not numbered. One nameless leg 7
runner needlessly kept organisers up until after 4
am waiting for him to finish, when all the time he
was snugly sound asleep in his sleeping bag. If
only he had mentioned to the organisers he was
going to bed instead of going for a run...
TOC apologises to the unfortunate competitors
who did not have enough (or any) water on their
courses on Sunday. Water got placed by mistake
at a night control site, rather than a nearby day
control site.
TOC would appreciate your feedback particularly on using maps with fences shown for
all courses, running leg 1 at night, anything else.
A problem area is finding enough people to run
leg 1 (as most are running in the Junior
competition). Any solutions?
We look forward to seeing you at the 18th annual
Katoa Po next year.
JIM LEWIS [TOC], CONTROLLER
It was a pleasure again to set courses for Katoa
Po on the Tauhara farmlands, an event that I
started (in the same area) so many years ago.
I can still remember that first event, which was
modelled on a similar event run in Scandinavia.
The conditions were similar to this year's event: a
beautiful night. The map had 2 metre contours,
white for farmland, fewer fences, and no trees
planted in the big gullies. I can still picture Tony
Trass and John Rix, on the last leg, racing from
the last control to the finish just as day was
breaking, and Tony giving everything just to beat
John.
We capped off that magical event with a
champagne breakfast. I wonder whether the
present format would be better if the relay was
timed to finish at daybreak, so that team
members could cheer on their teams.
This year's event with a much improved map had
the distinction of having major crossing points
over the main gully cut by a small hard-working
team of workers from the Taupo club. I must say
I was impressed as virtually the whole length of
the main gully had been sprayed to kill the
blackberry, in order to allow runners to run freely
along it.
I planned the courses, marked the control sites,
15
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and Jim Lewis checked them. Because of time
commitment and distance of travel (from Feilding
to Taupo), Jim placed the controls with me
checking them on the day of the event. This
method of course planning, although maybe
unorthodox, worked well.
One of my few requests of Jim was that all
courses should have fences. I believe because
of the dark, the courses are technical enough
without removal of fences from some courses.
This event should be treated no different to a
forest event where we (in NZ) include all fences.
Also, I believe the fences, although making the
courses easier, offer the runner more route
choice: either following the fenceline, or going
straight.
This map and area with its grid-like fences
reminded me of Waitarere and Santoft forests
with their grid-like tracks. We do not remove
these tracks to make it more difficult.
I also had the opportunity that night to run on a
course. It was a challenge not to make any
mistakes. Although I had memorised most of the
control sites, I found that I had to still check my
map for location and route choice. Also running
in the night is certainly slower (even with a full
moon) than during the day. I confess that I did
make one error on one control that I thought
would be easy to locate, because of a stand of
pine trees. I actually overshot to another stand of
pine trees.
The experience of running on one*s own course
under competition was rewarding, and gave me a
different insight and appreciation of course
planning. I would recommend all course planners
to try and run on their own course under
competition.
Finally, I would like to thank Jim for all his hard
work and making my workload lighter. His
involvement was huge including mapping,
clearing tracks, placing of controls, and
controlling the event.
Thanks also to the
members of the Taupo Orienteering Club who
every year have made a commitment to bring us
this event.
A final thanks to all who came. I admire you all
for your intrepidness, and being prepared to give
this unique night event a go.
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COASTAL ODYSSEY
In the last few issues of the Auckland Orienteer
there has been mention of Lorri and Chris O'Brien
walking from Picton to Bluff — and not being
seen by itinerant orienteers. Well we did it. (Has
it occurred to anyone that we may have seen you
first?)
We had this grand plan to walk the length of the
South Island via the West Coast and we had
three months to do it. We carried all our gear:
tent, sleeping bags and gas cooker plus just a
change of clothes and some extra layers for
warmth. All this, with some food, meant our
packs weighed between 12 and 15kg. Not bad
but some days they certainly felt a lot heavier.
We deviated from our planned route in a few
places and enjoyed discussing possible routes all
along the way, looking for alternatives to the road
and new vistas.
We left Auckland on 1st December travelling by
train to Wellington and then boat to Picton,
arriving at 2am. By 9am we were on the road to
Havelock where we took a day off to sail the outer
Sounds on the Mail Boat Trip. A real scorcher
with dolphins a bonus. Then onto Pelorus Bridge
where we left SH 6 and followed the Maungatapu
4wd track over the hills to Nelson.
En route we camped alongside the track and
found we had chosen a place known as
Murderer's Rock where five men were slain in
1866. Hereabouts we decided to abandon the
plan to walk through the Buller Gorge and were
tossing up between the Wangapeka and Heaphy
tracks to get to the West Coast. The Heaphy
won, so after a couple of days resting in Nelson
we caught a bus to the beginning of the Heaphy.
We felt our trip was really beginning when we set
off on this stage and it was a real pleasure to be
off the tarmac and away from the traffic. The four
days on the Heaphy were great, the huts were
never more than half full ,and the weather was
kind. December 12th saw us at the mouth of the
Heaphy River with the length of the West Coast
ahead. We planned to be in Greymouth for
Christmas but were certainly not too confident of
making it.

Our 'rest' day in Karamea became typical. We
GRAHAM TEAHAN [RKOC], SETTER walked everywhere. And the reward here was to
see two hares boxing and chasing each other
near the beach. By the time we had reached
16
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Westport, we had thankfully left the blisters
behind, and our boots were starting to feel quite
comfortable. Those few days will be remembered
for the promise of a pub every few kilometres and
the taste of coal dust.
Our treat as we
approached Westport was to see a white heron
parading in the estuary.
Our day off in Westport was the first wet day so
far. We left Westport on December 19th with just
100km to go to meet our aim of being in
Greymouth for Christmas. The coastline on this
stretch is magnificent and each day was different.
Progress was good so we spent an extra day in
Punakaiki just soaking up the atmosphere and
collecting and discarding pebbles and driftwood.
Even saw a seal pup on the beach as well as
several dotterel chicks.
We were frequently offered a lift which was
always politely refused. When we told people we
were walking they naturally assumed that meant
hitching and they looked suitably surprised when
we told them we planned to walk all the way.
But there were exceptions. Christmas Eve was
very wet and we had to abort our plan to do the
Queen Elizabeth walkway into Greymouth. After
a couple of hours on the road we accepted a lift in
the pouring rain. And there we spent our
Christmas, eating heaps, wandering the deserted
streets on Christmas Day and visiting Shantytown
via taxi on Boxing Day.
We left Greymouth on 27th December keeping
our eye out for orienteers. Charlotte Hood was
the only one to spot us and stopped for a chat as
we approached Hokitika. When we asked her
how far to the next pub she insisted it was "no
more than 90 seconds in the car." Two hours
later we were knocking them back like there was
no tomorrow!
We enjoyed a beautiful sunset in Hokitika, before
continuing on to the famous Lake Mahinapua
Hotel. The publican Les invited us to join the Kiwi
Experience mob for one of the best meals we had
had in ages. We camped that night beside Lake
Mahinapua and marvelled at the mirror-smooth
lake and beautiful mountains beyond.
New Year was celebrated at Ross where the local
pub-goers blow up a car after taking bets on how
long it will take to self-destruct. This all happens
at 6am so the New Year starts with a big bang. A
few long days later saw us at Whataroa where we
visited the White Heron Colony on our rest day.
And then on to Franz Joseph Glacier where we
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spent a day tramping in the hills behind the town
to gain fabulous views of the glacier. We resisted
the tantalising helicopter trips onto the glaciers which would have been unforgettable in the
magnificent weather we were enjoying - and
decided to spend our money helicoptering from
Haast to Martins Bay a week later. Fox followed
Franz and then onto the Copeland Valley where
the sandflies were horrendous — so many of
them it felt like we were being attacked by one
huge beast with a million mouths.
We encountered our fourth wet day on leaving
Lake Paringa; the rain was so heavy that we
accepted a lift after a couple of saturating hours
all the way to Haast. As soon as we'd dried out
we started making plans for our airlift. Two days
later on the most glorious day you could imagine
we were flying. We zoomed southwards at treetop level before dropping off a couple of
fishermen in the Cascade River (literally) which
added to the excitement.
Midday saw us
standing in the middle of a clearing in the
Hollyford wilderness with just a map and no
compass. The pilot's parting words to us were
"you have left your intentions with someone,
haven't you?"
Our three nights and four days walking the
Hollyford Track were just amazing, the fabulous
weather and the huts all to ourselves. The
Demon Trail certainly lived up to its name! The
only evidence of human activity was the
occasional buzz of a plane overhead and the odd
jetboat passing down the lake. Otherwise the
sense of isolation was complete, and the views of
Darran Mountains were breathtaking. More rain
was forecast and by picking up the pace we were
able to arrive at Gunns Camp, halfway up the
Hollyford road, before the skies emptied. The
next day we just watched it pour. Then out to the
Milford road where we collided with a dozen
coachloads of tourists that decided to stop at the
lookout at the exact same time as us!
We enjoyed the next few days walking down the
Eglington Valley to Lake Te Anau and got used
to the pattern of the traffic - hundreds of tourists
heading for Milford Sound in the morning and
returning in the afternoon. We made friends with
many a robin on the way. As we staggered into
Te Anau we were greeted by Darren Scott,
admiring Chris's 'Great Day O' T shirt — "I did
that" he said. We caught up on some of the
orienteering gossip from Christmas.
From Te Anau we followed the Southern Scenic
17
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route south as I had always wanted to visit
Tuatapere.
It didn't quite come up to my
expectations and we were not impressed with its
claim of being the sausage capital of NZ, give me
the Albany variety any day!
It was exciting to finally see Foveaux Strait in the
distance. The next few days saw the surrounding
hills clothed in cloud but we walked relentlessly
on. We spent a pleasant day in Riverton exploring
the Rocks and estuary. From there we followed
the beach around to Invercargill, all 20 odd km of
it.
Tuesday 4th February saw us set out for Bluff on
SH1, probably the most unpleasant day of the
entire trip: a howling head wind and lots of traffic
competed to make our last day a real battle. We
were grateful for some luxury accommodation at
the Lands End B&B and they certainly made a
fuss of our efforts. According to our reckoning we
walked 1057km and we definitely don't have any
plans to repeat the exercise in the near future.
I enjoyed reading Michael Hood's article on his
Coast to Coast efforts and I loved his comment
"every time I saw food for the next 4 days I ate it."
One of the benefits of this long walk was that
when we arrived in Bluff Chris and I were lean
and fit, mere shadows of our former selves. We
spent the next three weeks driving and eating our
way back to Auckland and now we have regained
our former selves.
LORRI O'BRIEN [NWOC]

ORIENTEERING
GAME
The Internet is habit forming. Browsing around
the other day I discovered a great little
orienteering game that had just been posted. It is
called SRLM (why do those Finnish people dream
up such obtuse names?). The program creates a
terrain, sets a course, lets you run the course in
3-D wire-net world, then shows you your plotted
run on a map with intermediate times.
The screen presentation has two modes. The
first is a map complete with water and contour
features. A randomly created course is displayed
on the map complete with start triangle, controls
and finish circles. The other screen presentation
is of a 3-D wire-net view with green random dots
18
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limiting your visibility. A small compass needle is
displayed at the bottom right of the screen which
rotates as you turn.
The cursor keys are used to move. Up-key
moves forward and the left and right arrow keys
turn you. There are only eight facing directions
and a step is always 2m long. You can see the
map at any time by pressing the Space bar.
When one gets totally lost (this is a certainty in
most games), you look at the map and then type
in lowercase "GPS" and your location will be
pointed with a tiny purple + sign. This will result
also in a seven second pause (time penalty) for
using the satellite navigator before further
keyboard input is accepted.
On reaching your target control a message "next
control XX" will be shown at the bottom left of the
screen. Be aware that there are other controls
out in the terrain that are not related to your
course!
The game can be paused and then continued. On
finishing your course, your actual route and the
intermediate times are shown, as are the
locations where you stopped to look at your map
and also the locations where you used the GPS
navigator. You can re-run the same course, set a
new course in the same terrain or create new
terrain.
The map is created by a random terrain
generator which can be seeded with different
numbers to create different terrain types. You can
also create your own terrain types. If you have a
mouse then this can be used to create your own
course on the map (though I must admit the
random course creator seems to do a pretty good
job - if you don't like the course that it creates you
just press a key and it will then create a different
one).
The program doesn't feature advanced, fancy
graphics and requires only a modest computer to
run it; namely a PC computer with a 386 or faster
processor, a colour screen, a keyboard, DOS 2.0
or later or WINDOWS operating system, 0.5MB
free RAM, 0.1MB free disk space.
The free program can be downloaded direct from
the author's (Alpo Kuusisto) home page at
http://www.hut.fi/~akuusist/srim.html
(Sorry, the download doesn't work! - MR)
There is a similar Australian program available
called NAVIGATE (though this is sold on a
commercial basis).
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EDDIE REDDISH [AOC]

ORIENTEERS IN
HIGH PLACES
Orienteers continue to excel in the New Zealand
Mountain Racing scene, taking 15 class and 5
outright placings in the Macpac Kaweka
Challenge held last weekend.
Billed as NZ's highest mountain race, five courses
take competitors over or near the 1724m Kaweka
J summit near the twin cities of Napier and
Hastings in the North Island. A shift in popularity
to the shorter courses saw the 55km 2-day
course dropped this year, and one-day solo races
bumped up to three. 300 people took part.
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the next day he ran the 13km/950 "sprint" course,
winning in a photo finish from Colin Rolfe in a
time of 1 hr35. Peter Watson (Waipukurau) was
next with 1hr53; Malcolm Barr won a new award
for college students with his time of 2hrs11.
Holdsworth mountain race organiser Sue Lyttle
was second woman in 2hrs07, while Manawatu
junior Kathryn Berendt was third in 2hrs24.
The event was run in brilliant weather, with the
volcanic peaks of the central North Island clearly
visible 70km away. Orienteering interest now
turns to the "All Night Relays" next weekend, an
annual event for 7-person teams near Taupo.
MICHAEL WOOD [HVOC] ON O-NET

ETCETERA

The most popular course was the short 2-day
course for pairs with 47 teams. This required
competitors to be self-sufficient for an overnight
camp. Guy Cory-Wright and Dave Crofts of
Auckland won the 30km/2160m course in a time
of 5hrs03. Two places behind was the father-andson team of Dave and Stu Middleton, also from
Auckland, on 5hrs52. First women were junior
orienteers Melissa Edwards and Madeleine Barr
(Auckland, 7hrs11) followed by Glen Middleton
(wife/mother of the above) and Jenny Parker.

Saturday/Sunday 24/25th May is the 20th
birthday of the PAPO club. Members and friends
of the Club please contact Maria Pilkington 03
322 6585 if you wish to take part in dinner and/or
event.

In the other 2-day course of 41km/3060m new
Plymouth veterans Nick Collins and Don
Paterson saw an overnight lead of 2min slip from
their grasp. But their second place (outright) was
a fine effort, in 7hrs08. Graham Maddern and
Greg Cox (Stratford) were second open men on
8hrs05 while the junior section was won by
Wellington students John Kilpatrick and Andrew
Thompson, who took 9hrs28.
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In the 1-day races Gillian Ingham and Shaun
Collins confirmed the fitness demonstrated three
weeks ago at Mt Holdsworth. W40 Gillian
Ingham (Wellington) sliced 20 minutes from her
1996 time for the 28km/2150 course. This course
was almost identical to the short 2-day course,
and her time of 5hrs19min compares favourably
with that of the winning men! Maurice Lloyd
(Napier) was the third veteran man in 5hrs09,
while David Barr (Hamilton) was the first junior.
Aucklander Shaun Collins' time of 5hrs06 was
perhaps unexceptional beside these efforts, and
only earned him fifth place in the open class; but

PAPO 20th Anniversary

THE AUCKLAND
ORIENTEER
... is the monthly newsletter of the Auckland
Orienteering Association, combining the Auckland,
Counties-Manukau and NorthWest Orienteering Clubs.
It is edited by Mark Roberts, AOC (520 5993) and
distributed by Marquita Gelderman, NWOC (412 8879)
and published at the beginning of every month except
January.

Next Issue: May 1997
Mail your contributions to Box 99612 Newmarket, or
deliver to 23a Shore Road, Remuera, or fax 263 4794,
or call me or my machine at home on 520 5993, or call
me at work on 263 4793, or email
mark@kiwiplan.co.nz or nmr@iprolink.co.nz
The deadline for contributions for the May
is Wednesday 23rd April.
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