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ORIENTEER 

"Hey, don't blame me! I didn't ask you to follow. 
Just because it's not for your course ....." 
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GETTING IT RIGHT 
Congratulations to the setters and controllers of the first two OYs of 1995, getting the distance and the 
difficulty right! 

MARK ROBERTS 

CALENDAR 
The editor takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the following information which has been collated from many 
sources. Please call Club Secretaries for final confirmation: (C) Central: Rae Powell 624 1513 (CM) Counties 
Manukau: Linda Brighouse 09 298 8380 (NW) NorthWest: Marquita Gelderman 412 8879 (Wh) Whangarei: David 
Nevin 09 435 2415 (H) Hamilton: Jim Barr 07 856 9501 (P) Pinelands: Lyndon Haugh 07 886 9671 (T) Taupo: 
Kathleen Lonsdale 07 378 0818 (R) Rotorua: Andrew Wilson 07 348 7694 (E) Egmont: Annie Sanderson 07 753 
3541. Calendar dates for 1996 are draft only and subject to confirmation by Clubs, AOA and NZOF. 

AUGUST 
Wed 2nd C Central Club meeting. all members welcome, 19:30 

McGivern residence, 46 Hope Farm Road, Pakuranga 

Thu 3rd NW NorthWest Club meeting, all members welcome, 19:30 
NEW Watson residence, 5/33 Kirby Street, Glendene 

Sun 6th NW Park/streets, Onepoto Domain, 10:00-12:30 
First turnoff (Onewa) from Northern Motorway after the bridge, event centre just 200 
metres from the motorway. Setter/Controller Geoff & Lisa Mead. Bush, reserves, 
parks, streets; 4 courses: Orange 7.5km; Orange 5km, Yellow 2.8km, White 1.1km 
(inside the domain.) 

R Training Day organised by Judy Browning 07 886 4782, Rotorua 

H Rose Gardens and/or Sandford, 11:00-13.00 NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
Setter Trevor Someone is attempting to use both maps despite the large blue feature 
which separates them! 

Mon 7th CM Club meeting, all Counties-Manukau Club members welcome, 19:30 

Brighouse residence, 27 Coulthard Terrace, Papakura 

12-20 World Championships, Germany, good luck to our lads and lasses 

Sun 13th C AOA OY4, Pulpit Rock, signposted from SH16 NorthWest of Auckland 
Northern Regional League #6 CM:E, H:R, NW:P&T 
Setter / Controller Jean and Alistair Cory-Wright, starts 10:00-12:30 

19-20 PAPO Ski-O, Waiorau Nordic Ski Area, Cardrona, organiser Colin Hope 

19-28 DevSqd Trip to Australia 

20-27 Aussie Australia-New Zealand Challenge, 
New South Wales Championships, ACT Championships 
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Sun 20th CM Waiuku Forest promotional, starts 10:00-12:30 

Setter Phyl Snedden, controller Jim Snedden, signs from Waiuku, west of Pukekohe 

Wh Kioreroa Road, 11:00-13:00 

R Peka Forest, small new map (old area) drawn on OCAD by Mark McKenna 
Very young pines, junction SH30/SH5, 11:00-13:00 

Oz New South Wales Champs, Bungonia, east of Goulburn 
Tue 22nd Oz A-NZ Event 1, Canyonleigh, southwest of Mittagong 
Thu 24th Oz A-NZ Event 2, Canberra 
Sat 26th Oz ACT Championships, Canberra 

Sun 27th NW AOA OY5, Pulpit Rock, Northern Regional League #7 C:CM, E:H, P&T:R 

Setter David Melrose, Controller Ralph King, starts 10:00-12:30 

Oz A-NZ Relay Event, Oallen 

T Opepe, 11:00-12:00 

SEPTEMBER 
Sun 3rd C Park / streets, new map, Lloyd Elsmore Park, Pakuranga, 10:00-12:30 

Look out for signs on Pakuranga Road. Setter Grant Unkovich. 

H Forest Lake, 11:00-13:00 

Mon 4th CM Club meeting, all Counties-Manukau Club members welcome, 19:30, TBA 

Wed 6th C Central Club meeting. all members welcome, 19:30 
Roberts residence, 23a Shore Road, Remuera, please park across the road 

Thu 7th NW NorthWest Club meeting, all members welcome, 19:30, TBA 

Sun 10th C AOA OY6, Paparoa. Woodhill, $5 per car to use Inland Road, 10:00-12:30 

15-17 R Instructor training course, see details in July issue or call Jean Cory-Wright 524 9290 

Sun 17th R CDOA OY5, 11:00-13:00, Ngamotu, Rerewhakaitu turnoff from SH38 Murupara 
Highway, superb open pine forest on ash terrain 
Northern Regional League #8 C:P&T, CM:H, E:NW 

Wh Comries Farm, Matarau, 11:00-13:00 

Sun 24th CM AOA OY7, Whiriwhiri Maioro 
Northern Regional League #9 C:NW. E:R, H:P&T, 10:00-12:30 
Setter Wayne Aspin, controller Trish Aspin, coordinator Sally Pilbrow 

T Spa Park, 11:00-12:00 

24-1 Aussie Australian Champs, Ballarat, Victoria 
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October 95 
1 T Owen Delaney Park 
Sat 7 H Glenora 
8 P CDOA OY6, NRL#10 
10 Sch Domain 
14-15 C Auckland Champs, NRL#11 

Short-O, two brand new colour 
urban street/reserve maps 
Individuals, Paparoa 

21 NZOF Council meeting, SI Champs, Timaru 
21-23 Wh/NW Labour Weekend 3 day, NRL#12 

Phoebes Lake and Mangawhai 
PAPO South Island Champs, Craigmore 

29 NW Auckland Relay Champs, Weiti 
R Crater Block 

November 95 
4-5 CDOA Chmps. Kallarney Lake, NRL#13 
7 NW Auckland Primary Sch Ch, Ambury Park 

C Summer Series, One Tree Hill 
11 NW Great Day O, Woodhill 
14 C Summer Series, Carrington 
18-19 HB Smedley Medley 
19 E CDOA OY7, Ratapihipihi, NRL#14 

Tideline Coastal Run, N Shore 
21 C Summer Series, Mount Richmond 
25-26 Wellington Championships 
26 Wh Tangiteroria or Rogaine at Waipu Caves 

C National Bank HaveAGoDay, Domain 
R Okere 
H Sanatorium Hill (?) 

28 C Summer Series, Domain 

December 95 
5 C Summer Series, Churchill Park 

10 H 4 Brothers / Whatawhata 1 
Wh Mimiwhangata (?) 
R TBA 

12 C Summer Series, Mangere Mountain 
19 C Summer Series, One Tree Hill 
26-1 APOC'96, Hong Kong 

January 1996 
13-31 Sqd Elite series, North Island 

14 C Volcanic Traverse 
23 C Summer Series, Western Springs 
30 C Summer Series, Self's Farm 

February 96 
3,4,6 C Waitangi 3 Day 

13 C Summer Series, One Tree Hill 

17,18 HB Kaweka Challenge 
20 C Summer Series, Mount Eden 
25 CM Totara Park, Manukau Festival 
27 C Summer Series, Domain 

March 96 
5 C Summer Series / SecSch, 1 Tree Hill 
12 Moire Park SecSch 
17 C Lloyd Elsmore Park 
24 NW Autumn Series / SecSch 
30 Autumn Series 
31 CM Autumn Series 

April 96 
5-8 E National Championships 
12, 13 Nl Sec Sch Championships 
20-21 NZOF Annual seminar / AGM 
28 CM Totara Park, SecSch 

May 96 
12 Autumn Series 
26 Autumn Series 

June 96 
1-3 NW QB3Day 
9 SecSch 
16 CM Autumn Series 

23 C Streets/parks 
25 Auckland Sec Sch Championships 

30 C Streets/parks 

July 96 
7 AOA OY1 
12, 13 NZ Sec Sch Championships 

21 AOA OY2 
28 C Streets / parks 

August 96 
4 AOA OY3 
18 AOA OY4 
25 C Streets / parks 

September 96 
1 AOA OY5 

15 AOA OY6 
29 C Streets / parks 

October 96 
6 AOA OY7 

19,20 CM Auckland Championships 
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26-28 HB 3 Day 

November 96 
3 C Auckland Relay Championships 

NORTH WEST NEWS 

The overwhelming impression of recent events 
has been the inevitable RAIN, soggy maps, wet 
polypropylene, a musty car and our very tolerant 
son who puts up with a lot while his parents get 
their exercise quota! 

Great to see the Kaipara Knolls event well 
supported despite the distance and the weather. 
The Rotorua contingent found it worthwhile to 
race in such beautiful forest. More deer and pigs 
were spotted by runners. 

We hope to maintain students' interest in 
Orienteering beyond school sanctioned events. 
About 25 Birkenhead College students are 
participating in the OY series, and Graham Peters 
has arranged for NW members to support 
students as individual coaches and buddies. 

Overseas 
Keith and Lesley Stone are due back on 7th 
August. They have escaped winter by exploring 
Cornwall, visiting Cambridge (daughter Brenda 
graduated from Cambridge in July with a BA), 
walking in Southern France, the Dolomites and 
Mount Blanc. 

Brenda Stone used to be a keen orienteer and is 
now back in Auckland seeking work before 

starting teacher training in 1996. 

Cassie Trewin has done very well at the Junior 
World Championships in Denmark, representing 
Australia and placing 13th in the Short-O and 30th 
in the Classic. 

NorthWest has been granted a $6,000 loan over 5 
years from Waitakere City Council for the 
purchase of our beer tanker, (oops), trailer. We 
are still seeking to sell advertising space on it. 

Next Club Meetings 

The August meeting will be held at John and Lyn 
Watson's NEW home. 5/33 Kirby Street, 
Glendene, on Thursday 3rd August, at 7:30pm. 
All NorthWest Club members are welcome. 

LISA MEAD 445 4555 

CENTRAL 
CHATTERBOX 

One of the Club's Seiko clocks has gone missing, 
presumed stolen, does anyone have any clues? 

Mt Roskill Sports Dinner 

Tom & Sabrina Davies, Clive & Helen Bolt, 
Margaret Nicholls, Selwyn Palmer, his partner 
Trish Walker, and Ann Jessop (representing Rob 
Jessop who was overseas) attended a very 
pleasant dinner held by the Mt Roskill Sports 
Committee. Central Club's link to this Committee 
is that Mt Roskill is considered to be at the centre 
of the catchment for prospective members for 
Club. Margaret Nicholls and her late husband, 
Tony Nicholls, have been connected with the 
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Committee in the past. 
There were four nominations received for Mt 
Roskill Sportsman of the Year. They were Trent 
Bray (swimming), Beatrice Faumina (athletics, 
field events), Marcus Wheelhouse (golf) and our 
own Robert Jessop. Although the main title went 
to Marcus Wheelhouse, the nomination of 
someone from orienteering was excellent for 
publicity of the sport. Orienteering profile was put 
in the spotlight by our presence. On Robert's 
behalf, Ann Jessop received an award for finalist 
in the category of Mt Roskill Sportsman of the 
Year. 

Also, Selwyn Palmer received a merit award for 
his sterling work in administration. His award 
recognised the background work he has done in 
orienteering. Without people like Selwyn 
orienteering would cease to run effectively. 
Selwyn has put massive effort into orienteering 
and is one of a small number of official NZOF 
controllers. 

The high calibre of Selwyn's and Robert's 
nominations did much to raise the profile of NZ 
orienteering. Thanks to Clive for preparing the 
nominations on the club's behalf. 

John Hart was the guest speaker and his topic 
was team building. He was very interesting and 
entertaining talking about his experiences as a 
selector for the All Blacks in South Africa and 
about the All Blacks in general. Needless to say, 
he came away from the dinner more informed 
about the nature of orienteers and orienteering. 

World Championships 
The first event of the World Championships is 
being held on August 12 in Detmold, Germany. 
Darren Ashmore, Alistair Landels and Robert 
Jessop will be participating. Best wishes to all 
three. 

Junior World Orienteering 
Championships 
Richard Bolt was the only NZ competitor in these 
championships held in Horsens, Denmark. He 
travelled to Denmark with the NZ team. He was 
91st out of 143 in the short course, 69th out of 
143 in the classic and 20th out of 40 in the 
composite relay. These are tremendous 
performances for anyone from this part of the 
world at this level of competition. We're cheering 
for you, Richard. 

Richard will be faxing more details on the Junior 
World Champs. 

Kiwisport 
May Young helped organise the orienteering 
section at the Meremere kiwis port field day 
recently. There were 250 pupils from Meremere 
and surrounding primary and secondary schools. 
The children were split into groups of 20 and got 
20 minutes at each of the 10 sports offered. May 
was responsible for the orienteering. The children 
had a mini motala map with one control. May 
found the hospitality at Meremere almost 
overwhelming, and the buffet lunch scrumptious 
too. 

May recently introduced the staff at Mt Carmel 
School in Meadowbank to orienteering. She often 
instructs teachers on orienteering at staff 
meetings, and finds that visiting the staff at the 
various schools is interesting and enjoyable. 
Thanks to May for the tremendous effort she puts 
in to kiwisport. This benefits all clubs. 

While I was getting the low-down on kiwisport 
from May I was entertained by melodic piano 
background music played by May's daughter 
Melissa. Recording companies watch this space! 

Bridging the Gap 
John Powell has come up with a good idea of 
bridging events between the summer series and 
autumn series. The committee is investigating his 
idea which aims to provide a gentle introduction 
for park orienteers to the forest. 

Bolting On 
Richard Bolt is in his first year of university. He 
obtained direct entry into the second year of the 
Mechanical Engineering Degree at the University 
of Auckland. 

Katherine Bolt is currently in a musical entitled 
"Paper Town, Paper Chase" at the Uxbridge 
Children's Theatre in Howick. She has a role as 
the town crier with both singing and speaking 
parts. Katherine also plays the flute and 
electronic keyboard. 

Christopher Bolt is also involved in theatre. He 
is an active member of the Howick based teenage 
theatre group, Offstage. He has a role in the play 
'The Cushion Theatre" as one of the ugly sisters. 
Chris has also been selected for the Bucklands 
Beach Junior Keel Boat Training Programme. He 
has been coaching P class and optimist 
intermediate beginners. 

Clive Bolt is an ace laser sailor as well coming 
37th out of 180 in the 1993 World Masters. 
Father and son often sail together in club races. 
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Helen Bolt specialises in teaching children with 
learning disabilities. She is also on the Uxbridge 
Theatre Committee. Clive and Helen Bolt are 
veteran members of the Alpine Sports Club. 

Desperately Seeking Companion 
Hillary Weeks is seeking a companion to travel to 
APOC, Hong Kong which is held 26 December 
1995 to 1 January 1996. Anyone going please 
phone Hillary. 

Orienteering the Aussie Way 
Rick and Ann Weymouth have gone to Victoria, 
Australia for 6 months. Rick is doing a PhD in 
theology. Their Aussie address and phone 
number are c/o 2 Northwood St, Ringwood East, 
Vic 3135, Australia, telephone 61-3-9870-1982. 
They look forward to hearing from members. 
They are participating in street events held at 
night in the Dandenong Ranges. The winter 
street score event is a mass start at 7pm and 
must be over by 7.50pm, at which time everyone 
meets at the local Pizza Hut for a dinner and a 
good time while the results are collated. 

More travels 
Paulette Ashmore and Mark Stewart will be off to 
the ANZ challenge in August. Paulette is looking 
forward to her first trip out of NZ. Girls can do 
anything including going abroad solo, but it means 
that there is plenty to prepare for in addition to the 
competition events. 

New Members 
Welcome to Ms. Bonita Lovatt, of Howick, who 
has been competing in the schools events. 

Matchmaker 

Recently our esteemed Chief of Staff at the 
A.O.A. News Section, Mark Roberts, relinquished 
2 flatmates. Why did they leave? Was Mark's 
cooking really that bad? No, they left to get 
married, to each other. Mark doesn't muck 
around as everyone knows. He now has another 
male and female flatmate. Perhaps he should be 
running a dating agency on the side. 

People 
News from Guy Cory-Wright, currently resident in 
England. He expects to stay at least until the end 
of this year, and has been achieving good results 
in cross-country races. He was only 1 minute 
behind the winner in the Lakeland Mountain 
Marathon after 9 hours. He's training for a cross-

country marathon in October. 

Summer Series 
May Young is currently planning the 1995/96 
Summer Series, which will use a number of new 
maps this year. Please let her know if you would 
like to set, vet, control or coordinate. We are very 
keen this year to team up novices with more 
experienced tutors so that we can develop our 
members' skills and experience. 

A Setter plans the courses and in cooperation 
with the Vetter/Controller sets them out then 
basks in the glory. The Setter DOES NOT need 
to be technically experienced - this is an ideal role 
for keen teenagers or seniors who have never 
been involved with event organisation. We just 
need to find a skilled vetter/controller to work with 
you. 

A Vetter/Controller checks the courses for 
accuracy and helps out. Anyone who 
understands orienteering can do this, so you don't 
need to be very experienced, but in that case we 
team you with a skilled Setter. 

Tony Nicholls National Representative 
Fund 
A "Board of Trustees" have been appointed: 
Margaret Nicholls, Tom Davies and Leon 
McGivern. In due course they will let us know 
how they expect to run the Fund and what criteria 
they will be using for disbursements. 

Volcanic Traverse 
This exciting initiative is currently crippled by a 
complete lack of volunteers for the tasks we must 
do over the next few months - promotion and 
organisation. Please contact Tom or Mark if you 
can help with some small responsibility. Ideally 
we need a Supreme Go-getter but we'd be happy 
with half-a-dozen GetltDone types - we already 
have a mapper, a controller, a setter, and an entry 
administrator - how can you help? 

The Central Chatterbox award for the persons 
most forthcoming with unsolicited information 
would have to go to John and Rae Powell. They 
often know about the gossip, events and 
happenings (even before they have happened). 
Thank you to the Powells for passing on 
information. It is appreciated. 

Next club meetings 
The next club meeting will be at the McGivern 
residence, 46 Hope Farm Road, Pakuranga, at 



THE AUCKLAND ORIENTEER August 1995 8 

19:30 on Wednesday 2nd August. 
The following club meeting will be at Mark Roberts 
residence, 23A Shore Road, Remuera, at 19:30 
on Wednesday 6th September. Please park in 
the football field driveway across the road. 

BRUCE & CATHERINE HORIDE 376 5937 

COUNTIES-
MANUKAU NEWS 

Once again I am scratching for news. 

Tow OYs completed so far, and the experience of 
good course setters is apparent, leading to an 
excellent standard of courses. Wet weather does 
not seem to deter the keen ones who will travel 
long distances - even Rotorua to Kaipara Knolls. 

Trish Aspin will be out of competition for some 
time as she undergoes reconstructive surgery. 
She hopes to be right for the World Veterans' 
Championships in 1996. I can hear her W40-50 
opposition expressing sincere sympathy! 

My knees are packing up so I'm down to a slow 
walk - Jeanine says I should sell a motorcycle and 
use the cash to get them fixed. 

One of the people in the background of CMOC 
organisation is the Waiuku Forest Caretaker, Rob 
Clarke. Continuing the work of Ian Currie, he 
goes out of his way to help as a go-between with 
the grazing farmer and the horse riders, and he 
always gets the gates open. 

Trish brought her grand-daughter to the last 
event, another third generation orienteer 

alongside the Lewises (Mrs. Moen), Sneddens, 
Pilbrows and Greenes. Mrs. Moen's family also 
feature in NWOC - Terje, Mary and Marit. 

Many thanks to those who passed on their good 
wishes to my dear wife during here two stays in 
Middlemore. 

Next club meeting 
The next club meeting is at 19:30 on Monday 7th 
August at the Brighouse residence. 27 Coulthard 
Terrace, Papakura; all Counties-Manukau Club 
members are welcome. 

KEN BROWNE 299 8413 

ARCHIVES AUG'85 
The CDOA Individual Championships were held 
on the Opepe map. a challenging farmland area of 
parallel gullies and lookalike native tree clumps. 
During the pioneer days it was the scene of an 
early Pakeha settlement. Among the winners 
from the Auckland area were Alison Stewart 
W21E, Keith Stone M40, Phyllis Snedden in W35. 
Graham Williams M50, Robert Brewis M15, Athol 
Lonsdale M55, Hilary Weeks W45, Jillian Clendon 
W15, Tania Robinson W13 and Mavis Hatwell 
W50. 

The CDOA Relays on Piohipa catered fro 59 
teams who ran either Mixed A or Mixed B on 
Long, Medium and Short legs. The elites, training 
for WOC in Australia, ran the long leg with a mass 
start as a practice for relay conditions. 

Back to Telephone Track the following Sunday for 
AOA OY7 with Ross Brighouse covering 11km in 
92 minutes to beat Paul Dalton by 9 minutes. 
Alison Stewart won W21E, 89 minutes for 8.7km. 
She was not eligible for WOC because she did not 
qualify as a resident. 

Then to a Score event in Waiuku Forest, 65 
entries; would we get that number nowadays for a 
score event? The area used is now alas part of 
the sand mine. 

In Australia, a strong Kiwi contingent were running 
with the kangaroos on Sailors Diggings, Mount 
Alexander, in the relays on Big Rock - recently 
burned over; at Mount Hickey and Chewton 
Diggings, and seeing the sights of Bendigo and 
Ballarat between events. Although not travelling 
as a group, we always seemed to camp at the 
same place. 

KEN BROWNE [CMOC] 
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THE ELYSIAN FORESTS 
St. Peter swung the pearly gates closed behind him and turned to face the next 

in the line. 
'Name, please?' demanded the saint. 
'Er ...David Cummings,' replied a thin, athletic looking figure who had clearly 

met his demise at a somewhat earlier age than he might have expected. 
St. Peter thumbed through the pages of the enormous book resting on the 

golden lectern beside him. Finding the correct page with a nod of satisfaction he read 
in silence for a few minutes. 

'Yes, you seem to have led a relatively blameless life. Pushed your luck a bit 
with the woman from down the road and a few white lies on the Income Tax returns, 
but I don't see too many problems in letting in you in. Hhmm... says here that you were 
an orienteer. We've had the heavenly version up and running for a few decades now, so 
perhaps you might be interested in that. It'll make a change having another Kiwi to go 
with all the Scandinavians.' 

David Cummings was perplexed. 'You mean you have orienteering in Heaven?' 
'Yes, of course,' replied St. Peter. 'But come on now, through the gates with 

you. there's quite a queue out here today. If you want to know more go and find St. 
Michael, he's in charge of coaching.' And with that the pearly gates were swung open 
again and David Cummings was ushered inside. Forgetting him immediately St. Peter 
turned to deal with the next arrival. 

David Cummings thought there was something vaguely familiar about St. 
Michael. He wasn't sure but perhaps it was the slightly greying beard and the manic 
look of the religiously converted in the eyes - something which, he decided, was 
perhaps only to be expected in the circumstances. It was with an effort that he stopped 
his mind wandering to times past and concentrated on what he was being told. 

'Every day we use a different area to make sure that no-one gets bored. Not, of 
course, that that is likely in Heaven. And of course it is always the best terrain. You 
can choose to run as any age grade (or sex) that you like and your body and the course 
will be adjusted appropriately. You'll find that most people here choose to be M and 
W21E's, especially those who never achieved that level during their life. There are one 
or two (rather peculiar people if you ask me) who prefer to run as much older 
competitors, but they shouldn't worry you. Now I must remind you that all events are 
strictly non-competitive. There's no need for that really - after all everyone's a winner 
in Heaven. You'll find an endless supply of control cards on the table there and timing 
is automatic. Don't forget the route choice analysis this evening...' 

In a daze David Cummings picked up a pale blue control card from the table 
which St. Michael indicated. During his relatively short orienteering life he had been an 
M21E, albeit a not very successful one, and without conscious thought when he 
looked at the card he saw that it had written on it a set of control descriptions which 
intuitively he knew were for a 13.4km course with 23 controls. Simultaneously, he 
realised that he was wearing a brightly coloured pair of lycra tights and a flash, equally 
bright O top which was undoubtedly of Swedish origin. On his feet were what, in 
Earthly existence, would have been the most expensive pair of VJ's that money could 
buy, and sitting snugly on his left thumb a compass which he recognised instantly as 
the up-market Russian model that he had always been under pressure to try out. 

Looking up he found that he was on the start line in a forest of incredible 
beauty. A carpet of pine needles spread away into the distance beneath mature trees. 
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There was no trace of undergrowth and on the horizon he could see what looked like 
the lower slopes of sand-dunes. At his feet was a box containing a single map and as he 
bent to pick it up a voice sounded out of thin air saying a single word. 

'Go' 
Automatically David Cummings turned over the map and, starting to jog, began 

to navigate his way to the first control. 

Despite what St. Michael had said, after a week (which seemed like eternity) 
David Cummings was bored with heavenly orienteering. The first few courses had been 
fine and he had felt satisfaction in a way which he never had before at perfectly 
navigating his way around technically difficult courses in wonderful, sunlit forests. He 
had approached every control with the absolute certainty that, as he dropped into the 
re-entrant, or rounded the spur, or carefully picked his way through the maze of 
contour detail, the flag would be awaiting him in exactly the correct location. And so it 
was. Every leg unfolded as an effortless run with a smoothness of navigation which he 
had never achieved in his life. It was on his fourth course after passing through the 
pearly gates that he realised that something was wrong. 

Perhaps he wasn't concentrating properly but, whatever the reason, half way 
around a course which could have been plucked from the best Australian granite 
terrain, he made a mistake. For a dreadful moment the contours did not fit and surely 
there shouldn't be a boulder over there? Passing beneath an unmapped 5m cliff and 
between a pair of boulders he felt an immense sense of relief to see a flag hanging, as 
the control description indicated it should, on the western edge of a patch of bare rock. 
Gratefully he clipped, but as he turned to depart the control he had a nagging feeling 
that something wasn't quite right. Looking at his map he realised he must have misread 
it - there indeed was the misplaced boulder and the cliff was mapped after all. What 
was more the contours did make sense. Shrugging his shoulders he continued on. 

It was afterwards in the heavenly shower (where else?) that it struck him. In 
retrospect David Cummings was certain that he had indeed made a mistake. Yet he had 
still found the control and the map had subsequently seemed to be right. Could he be 
imagining it? Gradually the sense of satisfaction, which he had again felt on finishing, 
drained away with the shower water and David Cummings decided to experiment. 

Over the next few events David Cummings was deliberately careless. He left 
controls without planning his route for the next leg, he neglected to use attack points 
and he ran as hard as he could right up to and into the control circle. It made no 
difference. He hit every control spot on. Each and every flag appeared, as if by magic, 
and the map always seemed to deny that he had ever done anything wrong. Finally, in 
frustration, he deliberately left a control in completely the wrong direction only to 
effortlessly run through a low saddle and into the next control. Clearly it was 

impossible to make a mistake in heavenly orienteering! He started to observe other 
orienteers with interest. As St. Michael had said, they were nearly all M and W21E's 
and ran accordingly. Certainly they did not seem to be bothered by the perfection of it 
all in the way in which he was. Most of them did look Scandinavian, however, so 
perhaps they had orienteered that way when they were alive and expected nothing less. 

David Cummings had noticed one orienteer who persistently participated, not 
as an elite, but as what looked like about an M75. He was a short, bespectacled 
character, with bandy legs and a very bald head, who always seemed to wear shorts 
(clearly IF rules about full body clothing did not apply in Heaven). Some of the other 
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orienteers, who had obviously been around for some time, referred to him as Old Ray. 
To David Cummings, bemused by his experiences, this individuality of manner and 
dress seemed to suggest that Old Ray might be a kindred spirit. Perhaps the only 
kindred spirit in Heaven. He would go and talk to him. 

'Yes' said Old Ray, 'of course I'd noticed. Why do you think I choose to run as 
an M60?' 

'What do you mean?' asked David Cummings, quietly admitting that he had 
never been very good at telling anyone's age. 

Well, you see, to me the attraction of orienteering is always knowing, at the 
end, that I could have done better. It's like a drug, that's what makes it addictive, the 
anticipation of what you might do next time but at the same time knowing that you 
have to be at your absolute best to do it. Knowing that you have to cope with the 
vagaries of the map and the course planner.' 

'Yes, but I don't see why that makes you choose to be an M60' 
'Well,' continued Old Ray, 'when the map is always right and the controls are 

always in the right place, there is no learning to be done, nothing to criticise, no-one 
to blame. Don't you remember how much, in life, everyone enjoyed getting stuck into 
the planner and the controller for misplaced controls or poor courses, or the mapper 
for the poor fieldwork? There is none of that here. That is why I run as an M60 - even 
if I can't make mistakes I can grumble about the hills and my knees. I can complain 
about the elite runners sprinting past without a thought. It's not quite the same but at 
least it's some resemblance to the orienteering I used to do.' 

David Cummings was puzzled. 'But this is Heaven, can't we do something 
about it? I'm like you, I know I can't orienteer perfectly, it's the challenge I like.' 

'I suppose you could talk to St. Michael,' suggested Old Ray. 'But I don't bear 
out much hope. He tends to be very hooked on elite orienteering. Can't seem to 
appreciate that some of us don't want to be perfectionists. After all, just like in life, 
market forces dictate, and the demand seems to be for error-free orienteering.' 

'Isn't there any other option available?' asked David Cummings. 
'The only thing I can think of is to ask for permission to go and run a course in 

Hell,' suggested Old Ray. 
David Cummings was incredulous. 'You mean they orienteer in Hell as well?' 
'Yes, but it's a bit different. Here we have all the best forests - Waitarere, 

Woodhill, the best of Australia, Scandinavia, you name it we have it. In Hell they 
orienteer on places like Kapamahunga, Glenbervie and Hidden Valley. All green and 
unrunnable, filled with bush lawyer and Onga Onga. And, of course, they have 
different rules - the controls are always in the wrong place and the standard of the 
mapping is dreadful. It's almost impossible to finish let alone have a clean run. It's very 
hot as well, as you might imagine, but always seems to rain too.' 

'Even so,' said David Cummings, ' i t might be more fun for a change than 
having yet another perfect run in Heaven. Can we actually go and run in Hell?' 

'Yes, but it's not easy to get permission. A bit like trying to get NZOF to accept 
Social Membership. You have to go right to the top and if you miss course closure 
time you might not get back through the pearly gates.' 

It hadn't been all that difficult to get permission to run in Hell reflected David 
Cummings. There had been one or two pointed questions as to his reasons, almost like 
a security vetting really, and once permission had been granted St. Michael had given 
him strict instructions as to how he must behave. Speaking to other runners was 
strictly out, even before or after the event, and the brilliant white o-suit and tracksuit 
with HOCK in gold lettering were obligatory (even though no-one could tell him what 
the K stood for). Orienteering in Hell was naturally highly competitive and it was 
expected that he would not allow himself to be beaten by anyone from across the 
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divide. Finally he was given to understand that such excursions were not the norm and 
it was clearly expected that a single experience of orienteering in Hell would make him 
all too ready to willingly accept the Heavenly version. 

Anyway David Cummings now stood on Hell's start line. The terrain in front of 
him looked anything but inviting. Despite the thinnings covering the ground the trees 
were young and unpruned and visibility was very low. The air was hot and humid and 
sandflies the size of small birds were incessantly trying to feed off the exposed areas of 
his skin. Despite the acronym HELLO on the back of their smart black, blue and 
fluorescent green tracksuits the officials looked a forbidding lot. David Cummings was 
still trying to recall why they seemed so familiar when the starter (bearded, and 
speaking in a Yorkshire accent) said the single word 'Go'. With a knot of expectancy in 
the pit of his stomach he turned over the map and was off. 

After five controls David Cummings was beginning to grow in confidence and 
starting to believe that perhaps he would be able to cope with Hell's version of 
orienteering. Old Ray had been right about the standard. The first control had certainly 
been in the wrong re-entrant and number two had been at the foot of the southern cliff 
instead of the northern one. On both occasions he had paused only momentarily at the 
correct feature before instinctively realising where the control must actually be. The 
fifth control had been harder - finding the right pit (or more accurately the wrong pit) 
in an area of walk in which there were upwards of ten similar pits. The control had 
been at the bottom of the pit, of course, but he had coped admirably. The same had 
been true at the previous control where the mapping had been atrocious with tick-
marks the wrong way round on the contours so that the complex area of spurs and re
entrants had looked like a complex area of re-entrants and spurs! David Cummings 
worst moment so far had in fact been at control three where, just as he was clipping, 
four other orienteers had appeared out of the thick undergrowth all shouting at him for 
help. One had even tried to grab his map. Remembering the stern warnings from St. 
Michael about talking to anyone he had taken to his heels just managing to retain the 
presence of mind to check that he was going in the right direction. Still, it had taken a 
few minutes for him to completely regain his composure. 

Now David Cummings looked at his map and saw that for the first time the 
course passed out of walk and through an area of fight. Forcing his way through dense 
low branches he picked out two low knolls which appeared to correspond to features 
on the map. As the trees became denser and more closely packed the ground became 
wetter and wetter. Soon David Cummings was knee deep in water and bending so low 
beneath the protruding branches that his face was only inches above the surface. He 
ploughed on at what barely amounted to a walk until gradually the ground started to 
rise up and the footing became firmer. Slowly the trees started to thin out and he 
picked up speed. Over the rise ahead, thought David Cummings, and then drop 
carefully into the re-entrant system and find where the devil (no pun intended) they 
have put the control. Running hard now he breasted the top of the hill and ..... 

David Cummings was falling. He was still wondering how anyone could have 
failed to map such a large cliff when he hit the ground with a thud that knocked the 
breath from his body and started a ringing in his ears. 

David Cummings woke with a jolt as he hit the floor beside the bed just as the 
alarm on his watch went off. He lay there for a moment stunned. What a way to wake 
up. He hadn't fallen out of bed since he was a kid. What a weird dream he had had as 
well. Hardly the ideal sleep, or method of waking up for that matter, for the night 
before the National Championships... ANN ONYMOUS, IN TALES OF WOA 
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PENCIL ORIENTEERING 

[Here's a bit of Woodhill dune forest for you to play 
with. I haven't had a proof reader this time so if I've 
made a mistake please look up the answer at the end 
and carry on from there. The start is to he found at 
the fence corner about 20 mm below the colour 
"bombshell" and its co-ordinates are given at the 
end. 

1 (knoll, S side). I head South from the start towards 
the big hill (Hilltops are pretty definite usually and that makes them good targets. They are also 
easy targets because after an initial look at the compass all you have to do is head for wherever 
looks highest in front of you and keep on doing this until you reach the summit. In the case of a 
large hill like our one you can hardly miss. Hilltops also tend to have less vegetation and make 
good running. Of course it helps to be fit. The fit orienteer won't hesitate to run right over the 
absolute summit so she knows exactly where she is and can then set a precise bearing to the next 
target. The less fit orienteer is tempted to avoid the climb and will often get into trouble by either 
misidentifying the true hilltop because she didn't go right up to it or by trying to contour around a 
hill on a slope which is relatively vague and worse is gradually changing direction as she goes. 
Even if you're not fit it's often better to use the hilltops.] The hill has a distinct clearing on top and 
I go through this, past another (rather tiny) clearing and down the broad back of the hill to a very 
large clearing straddling the way. I head through the left hand end of this and out on a spur. The 
spur drops away quickly and just beyond is my knoll. 

2. (NE Re-entrant) I veer right a little now aiming at the large deep depression with the fence 
running through it. [Like hilltops, large contoured depressions are also good targets and for the 
same reason, but unfortunately they are generally only found in sand dune terrain. They may not 
be quite as good, however, because firstly they can often have a broad flat bottom without a defined 
lowest point and secondly because you always have to climb out of them. But having said that, I 
must say that in sand dune terrain I tend to use depressions as targets rather than hilltops. This is 
because sand dune hilltops are often cluttered with many knolls and summits which is very 
confusing and the depressions are simpler and easier to read on the ground and on the map]. I hit 
the fence rather too far to the right and have to run left along it until it turns and drops into the 
bottom of the depression. As the depression starts coming to an end and the fence bends right I 
angle away to the South I quickly reach a flattish area with a thick looking re-entrant running down 
off to the right and low rise to my left. My re-entrant is the first of a few shallow gullies in this area. 
[It is often quite hard to decide what is up and what is down on a sand-dune map and this 
particular map is not the best. You should be able to assume that any closed contour is a hill unless 
it has slope lines pointing inwards (in which case it is a depression). Some cartographers are more 
generous with slope tags than others and this can be very helpful because even very experienced 
orienteers can find this difficult. In practice, having the actual terrain in from of you makes the 
situation more obvious!] 
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3. (Saddle) Straight on through largely flat terrain with assorted small lumps and bumps to the track. 
As I near the track I am aware of a more major hill beginning on my left which I assume is the end of 
the long ridge which runs parallel to the track. I cross straight over the track and climb steadily 
though a bit of low undergrowth. I'm not paying any attention to the detail, just running to hit the 
next track. [During the first part of any leg of over a few hundred metres you don't have to bother 
reading every bit of detail on the map. You will usually have a relatively easy target that you can 
hit with a rough compass bearing. This is called the "green" (as in "green for go") section of a 
leg and is run at full speed. The later section as yon near your "attack point" (the final target 
before the control) is called "orange" and needs a bit more care, and finally the last section 
(between attack point and control) is "red" and should be done slowly checking off all the features 

you see. This way of looking at each section is called "traffic lighting " but note that legs may he 
just green/red or orange/red or other combinations.] Reaching this next track I turn right along it. 
It dips into a deep gully and out after which the trees thin out considerably on the right and a side 
track comes in from the left. I take the side track and run to the other end where it intersects with 
another track. I cross over the new track and slightly right into the forest. I check the compass as I 
head slowly towards a steep rise in front of me. I believe I can distinguish two low spurs at the foot 
of the rise and I head for the right hand one. Climbing up above this I come up onto a saddle on a 
high ridge. [On this leg the attack point was the last track junction and the leg was green/red.] 

4. (Depression, E end) Turning right along the ridge I run along its back over a high point and down 
and out along its long low tail. I pass through a narrow band of undergrowth and into what might be 
the semi-open area. Uncertain I drop off the ridge to the right and sure enough come down onto a 
fenced track. Left on this until the track and fence bend right and a smaller track carries straight on. 
Onwards on this one until it crosses over another and then comes to an end on the right hand side of 
a long spur leading straight on. I follow the spur down into an area of much denser trees. The 
visibility is now much lower but I can still follow the spur downwards. [Note that following a spur 
downwards can be risky because most spurs branch as they go down even if this particular one 
doesn't. The rule is - if possible follow spurs upwards and re-entrants, gullies downwards.] Before 
long, however, the spur starts to lose its definition and I abandon it for the parallel re-entrant on the 
right. Continuing down in this I am led into the depression and head for the left hand end for the 
control. 

5. (Spur) I checked the route for this leg earlier on while I was running on the easy track part of leg 
3. There are three main routes - straight, and left or right using the tracks. Since the latter are a bit 
out of the way and involve a lot of climb I have decided on the direct route. I run back across the 
depression and up onto the track angling up across the facing slope. I turn right on this and follow it 
up around the bend and past the branch track on the right. Here I veer off the track a little leftwards 
and head out across the block on a rough bearing to hit the next track. I'm more or less contouring 
on a gentle slope until the ridge before the track and I can make good speed. Hitting the track I turn 
left down it to the start of the clearing. Here I turn and head right, contouring across a steeper slope 
until it drops into a biggish valley. Crossing straight through this and up the other side I am 
reasonably confident of hitting the long flat spur I want. Sure enough on top the spur is flat and 
broad and the visibility is good so I can see the flag easily. 

Finish. From number five it's simply straight on contouring across a gentle slope to the finish in the 
clearing. 

Answers: Co-ordinates (x,y) of the sites measured in mm from the brown border line around the 
map. For x measure to the right from the left hand border line and for y measure up from the 
bottom border line. S:180.156. 1:171,124. 2:148,86. 3:184,57. 4: 138,13. 5:107,39. F:96,43. 

MARK MCKENNA IN ROTORUA NEWSLETTER 
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THE WAR OF THE SCALES 

A t the World Championships in 1993 in the 
USA, the map for the short distance event 
was printed at 1:10,000. In 1994 three of the 

six maps used for World Cup events were at 1:10,000. 
Will this scale eventually become the standard for 
all orienteering maps? What are the reasons for 
this development? 

The scale for orienteering maps has been changed 
several times in the past. We started with 1:25,000 in 
the late sixties, enlarged 
this to 1:20.000, then 
1:16,667 and finally reach
ed 1:15,000, a scale now 
used for over fifteen years 
for all major events. The 
amount of detail and the 
number of symbols have 
correspondingly increas
ed. Are we moving for
ward again towards larger 
scale and more details? 

Looking at the nature 
of our sport, it has not 
changed its genuine char
acter i.e. running and navi
gating with the help of 
map and compass, even if there has been an obvious 
change in the content and shape of our orienteering 
maps. The reason for this change has always been the 
demand for better legibility and higher accuracy. There 
have been several examples of maps with more and 
smaller details used in the past, but a consultation of 
140 top orienteers by the IOF Map Committee in au
tumn 1993 showed very clearly that only a very small 
group of those competitors wanted a greater quantity 
of detail, even on a map for a short distance event. 

In relation to the tendency to enlarge the scale, 
two interesting questions can be raised. Is there an 
upper limit for the number of details that can be 
recognised by a competitor running in the terrain? 
And what is the upper limit for the amount of infor
mation per sq.cm. on the map that can be properly 
read while running? To give a clear answer to these 
questions would of course require a large and lengthy 
investigation and research, but it seems obvious that 
in both cases there will be a limit - probably a little 
different from individual to individual and depend
ent also on age and orienteering skill - for the amount 
of details plotted on a map beyond which we would 
see a complete change in the nature of our sport. 

1:15,000 - a Good Compromise 
These are the main reasons behind the present rules 
on scales given in the 1990 'International Specifica¬ 
tion for Orienteering Maps'. The 1:15,000 scale seems 
to be a good compromise between the requirement 
of legibility and the need for details and information 
to be used for navigation by the competitor and for 
accurate and fair course planning. If greater legibil
ity (for older and younger age groups), the 1:15,000 
map can be enlarged, i.e. these maps have to be 
printed with lines and symbol dimensions 50% 
greater than those for 1:15,000 maps. Only in the 
rare case, when the representation of important de
tails which cannot be omitted or generalised be
comes a problem at 1:15,000, is a 1:10,000 map printed 
with 1:15,000 dimensions permissible. 

Many mappers, especially less experienced ones, 
are tending to over-detail their maps because they 

do not have enough experience in good generalisa
tion. In these cases an enlargement is often required 
because there seems to be a need for more space on 
the printed map. The resulting map is almost as 
difficult to read and one's method of navigating 
changes because the size and quantity of features 
shown in the terrain have changed. 

This gives an advantage to more experienced com
petitors and to those who know the particular ter-

rain. Orienteering on maps with reduced legibility 
becomes more hazardous and speculative because 
nobody is able to anticipate the more obvious fea
tures out in the terrain. In this situation an improve
ment in the education of new mappers is required, 
especially in the art of generalisation. 

The principle: the map scale for IOF classic races 
and relays has to be 1:15,000. The members of the 
IOF Map Committee - all of them engaged in map
ping in their federations and all familiar with this 
trend towards over-detailing with little or poor gen
eralisation - decided unanimously not to allow the 
use of 1:10,000 except for short distance events. 

As an international federation the IOF has to re
spect an overall development in mapping. Because 
an IOF event like a World Cup event or a World 
Championships always represents a kind of stand
ard for the organising country, maps for this pur
pose should be prepared strictly according to the 
IOF specifications to guarantee maximum fairness 
and competitive quality for all competitors. 

Other Relevant Issues 
Besides these more technical arguments some other 
aspects seem no less important 

• Are we changing the nature and character of 
our sport with larger scales? Long legs of 1km or 
more are almost impossible using 1:10,000. Is the 
step to 1:10,000 only one step towards a complete 
change in the nature of orienteering (e.g. with more 
'hidden' controls, maps readable only when walk
ing....)? Are we moving towards 'large scale and 
pocket size orienteering'? 

Regarding the size of area that is possible to print 
on an A4 sheet of paper: 1:15,000 means 13.5sq.km 
but 1:10:000 only 6sq.km! This introduces several 
new questions: 

• Are we increasing problems with wildlife pro
tection when the size of mapped areas becomes 
smaller? Are we still able to provide 'wildlife pro
tection areas' within the competition area? 

• Is course planning becoming more and more 
tricky and can we still guarantee fairness and com
petitive quality? 

Standard 1:15,000 map Enlargement to 1:10,000 map 
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• Will orienteers - especially elite orienteers -
accept carrying around A2 sized map sheets (60x 
40) in order to get a competition area of 20 sq.km or 
more? 

• Who will pay the extra costs caused by the 
size and scale (surveying, drawing, and printing 
on larger paper)? 

The Role of the IOF 
This discussion must in future involve more than 
just the mapping specialists. Because we are all 
touching a quite sensitive area with this scale ques-

tion, it will be an important task for all technical 
bodies to adopt those rules and specifications which 
maintain the real character of our sport. 

New developments should be followed and re
spected, but a change in the nature of orienteering 
as a sport should be accepted and clearly intended 
only by the steering bodies and never provoked by 
particular groups or individuals. 

• Thomas Brogli was Chairman of the IOF Mapping 
Committee from 1988 to 1994 and is now an IOF Coun¬ 
cil member. This article first appeared in Orienteering 
World, May 1994. 

MANDELBROT MAPPING 

'Recurring Nightmare" of 
the Unmapped Rhodos 

For certain areas, says JIM PROWTING detailed 
mapping is the only solution 

A recurrent orienteering night-
mare I have is hunting in an 

otherwise featureless area of per
functorily mapped rhododendron 
thickets for a control marker "hid
den" behind one of them which may 
or may not have been mapped - from 
the careless representation one could 
not be sure. Alas, this nightmare is 
based on real experience. 

As a mapper recently I was pre
sented with an entire forest, feature
less apart from rampant rhododen
drons, full of hundreds of potential 
nightmares of this nature. I was also 
planner - how could I avoid this po
tential lynch mob inciting scenario? 
How could I turn a nightmare into a 
fair orienteering challenge? 

In most of the forest blocks the 
rhododendron, which had been peri¬ 
odically cut back to stumps and had 
regenerated, had sufficiently re-estab
lished itself to be impenetrable and 
of a height which impeded the 
eyeline. I took the decision that the 
only way to produce fair control sites 
among these thickets was to map 
them all down to a 1.25m height mini
mum. The smallest bush, unlike boul
ders or pits, could be represented to 
scale. Individual bushes in clusters of 
small bushes would probably not be 
identified by a running orienteer; they 
would appear as clusters both on the 
map and on the ground, which is the 
information an orienteer in early or 
mid leg requires. 

However close to a control he 
would be forced to slow down suffi
ciently to identify the correct bush 
behind which the marker would be 
concealed as in the real example be
low. As all thickets were marked ac
curately and exactly to scale with par
ticular attention paid to the precise 
gaps between them, the sites were 
fair. The planner even resorted to 
assisting the forester by "gardening 

out" extraneous bushes to make the 
"picture" around the control sites ab
solutely clear! 

An inherent problem of mapping 
to this level of details was how to 
unambiguously describe the control 
sites. The solution was to use a 
1:10,000 scale and a very good printer. 

Why is an O-map like a motorway? Because 
you go from one red-and-white marker to 

the next in a stop-start fashion at an average speed 
of roughly 10 kilometres per hour. Ha Ha Ha! 

The scale of O-maps has gradually increased over 
the years, from 1:25000 OS photocopies, we have 
gone to 1:20000 O-maps, then 1:15000 and 1:10000 
with the occasional experiment/accident in between. 

What we have witnessed is a variety of inflation, 
whereby larger scales allow more detail to be shown, 
and gradually the level of detail increases to fill the 
available space, as surely as traffic increases to fill 
the space on a widened motorway until once again 
people complain there isn't enough room and cla
mour for another increase in scale. 

Now 1:7500 is starting to creep in, and although 
Newborough (the Individual Area for the 1995 Brit
ish Championships) is an exceptional area, I will be 
surprised if the consensus does not agree with the 
decision to map this at 1:7500. How far along this 
road does it make sense to go? 
Let's look at why we are going along this road. 
People like detail. We've all experienced the "ah yes 
that depression" syndrome, where there is one part 
of the wood that is blank other than one or two 
obvious features that are used every event. Argu
ably an area can be used more often if there are more 
control sites, although in practice the once-per-year 
principle seems to be applied regardless of how big / 
good/detailed the area. In any case, planners tend 
to pick out and use repeatedly the best control sites, 
so this is indeed arguable. People will argue that 
controls should be found by map reading, and if the 
area around a proposed control site is highly de
tailed, then it must be shown on the map. The 
alternative would be to mark a pitted area (or what
ever), and lose a potentially useful control site. 

The limit to what makes sense is reached when it 
becomes quicker to find a control by simply looking 
for the kite rather than sorting out the fine details on 
the map. Although one can argue in favour of super
fine orienteering on superscale maps, and reducing 
the size of control flags to force competitors to 
nagivate with the precision that the supermap al
lows, this is folly, as finding controls would become 
a lottery according to whether another competitor 
was punching as one approached. No, the size/ 
visibleness of controls should not be reduced be
yond a certain point. 
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A sprawling m a s s of rhodos 
Let's now take an example that nudges this limit. 
The 1993 map of Hatfield Park. The area does not 
contain much in the way of good orienteering detail, 
but what it does contain is a sprawling mass of 
rhododendron bushes that, when accurately mapped, 
yield a plethora of control sites. I am not criticising 
the event, as is was as good as it could possibly be, 
given the area, but one could not read the map at 
speed, one simply ran into the block of forest where 
the control was and looked for a kite on a rhododen
dron bush. 

The reason Happy Herts OC (HH) went to so 
much trouble to map those bushes was because of 
the principle that says the control must be on a 
feature marked on the map. In the old days, one 
could have hung the control anywhere with the de
scription 'On a rhododendron bush 40m east of the 
path' or similar. The technique to find it (assuming a 
map that showed the paths accurately) would be to 
navigate to the required block of forest, then look for 
a kite on a bush. This is exactly what one did in the 
1993 badge event at Hatfield. 

So the reason we are spending so much volunteer 
effort (or money, paying professionals) on mapping 
all this detail is because of the principle that the 
control must be hung on a feature that is accurately 
marked on the map. If we went back to the old days, 

and hang the control on "A rhododendron"....well, 
people then used to spend a lot of time thrashing 
around in the rhododendrons looking for controls 
on ' "a" something ', so one has to be careful when 
one starts using that sort of argument. Equally you 
could take the 1993 map of Hatfield, leave off all 
bushes smaller than 25m in diameter, overprint the 
same courses, hang the controls in the same places, 
and I'm sure people would still have found the 
controls in the same amount of time. 

Detail i s expens ive 
Then, of course, there are practical considerations. 
Detail is expensive. HH got me to quote them for a 
survey of the area for their next badge event. My 
quote was rejected as it became clear that my version 
of the area would not show enough detail. Presum
ably they decided to pay more and have more detail. 
When the event was held, the entry fee was £6.50, 
and one of the members of my club refused to go for 
that reason. It was someone important, who puts a 
lot into orienteering, not the sort of person we can 
afford to drive away. 

Vegetation detail is notorious for changing, and 
the more detail shown, the faster the map will be-

come invalid. Although one can only praise the 
effort HH put into their events, the downside is that 
if this sort of detail becomes the expected form, 
everyone will have to work a lot harder when it's 
their own turn to put something back, (or else pay 
higher fees for more professional mapping) and for 
questionable gain. Would it not save a lot of work to 
simply mark a green cross in the middle of every 
featureless block and build a branch hide there if we 
want to use it as a control site? No. Cheating, I hear 
the wail go up. 

Rather than putting vast resources into mapping 
vegetation, we should be making sure the perma
nent detail is properly mapped, in particular, the 
contour detail. Cries of 'elitism' (or 'If only we had 
some contour detail!') usually go up at this stage, but 
the main point is that once permanent detail is prop
erly mapped it never has to be re-mapped. Time 
spent mapping vegetation achieves nothing in the 
long term. 

However, the point needs to be made that veg
etation detail is not the only offender. Brown detail 
can also be overmapped. When a competitor has to 
find a control in an area full of pit symbols, gullies 
etc, he hasn't got time to sort out which symbol 
corresponds to which hole in the ground. What 
happens in practice is that the planner tends to site 
the control on the best feature, perhaps one shown 
by a 'large depression' symbol, and preferably with 
a bit of shape to it. The competitor goes in on his 
bearing, enters the pitted area, and looks for a bigger 
depression than the others, that matches the shape. 
Nothing would be lost if the mapper simply showed 
a pitted area with a few larger depressions in the 
middle of it, indeed, doing so may well allow him to 
exaggerate the size of the best features and show 
their shape better, giving a more useful picture of the 
ground to the competitors. 

A d i f f e r e n t s t r a t e g y ? 

Again, the charge of elitism will be levelled at the 
previous paragraph. "This may be how the elite 
orienteer, but that doesn't imply this is the way 
things should be done" etc. Well, if the idea is to find 
the controls as quickly as possible, and if non-elite 
orienteers use a different strategy to the elite, it might 
explain why they are indeed non-elite orienteers. I 
wonder what proportion of orienteers actually do 
identify every feature in a complex brown area. 

I think of the event I have recently planned in 

Pembrey. The controls are sited behind the biggest 
knoll, in the deepest reentrant etc. To do otherwise, 
the competitors would simply spot the kite without 
bothering to relate the map to the ground other than 
ensure they're in the right place in the right block of 
forest. Even when siting controls, I found I didn't 
need a lot of the detail. I agree that showing more 
detail allows more control sites, and this can cut 
down following in a major event, but when you add 
a second control site because too many people are 
visiting a certain control, what actually happens is 
that you are selecting half the courses that visit the 
over-used control, and giving them a second-best 
alternative. To increase the level of detail on the 
grounds of yet more control sites implies using third-
rate sites. 

Intricately mapped 
rhododendron bushes in 
Hatfield Forest, but, says 
Simon Beck, one simply 
ran into the block of forest 
where the control was and 
looked for a kite 

SIMON BECK IN COMPASSPORT (THE ORIENTEER), APRIL/MAY 1995 
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FAREWELL KEVIN 
It is too soon to say goodbye to a special friend 
and orienteering colleague. The pain of your loss 
is keenly felt but our loss is small compared to 
yours. You were a dedicated family man, 
prepared to go the extra mile for your family and 
for others - especially children. 

You never pushed your opinion to anyone, but 
were always ready to give it when asked, and it 
was always wise counsel. We are thankful for 
your time on the Committee as Equipment Officer. 
Craig and Stuart continue to do good work 
running the Map Store. 

Kevin, salt of the Orienteering earth, you enjoyed 
your Orienteering even when long overdue on 
your course, when the body was calling to quit, 
there was never a falter in your dry wit. We salute 
your exploits, particularly the seven Fletcher 
Marathons. Your spirit was truly exalted as we 
farewelled you to the tune "Chariots of Fire." 

We will cherish these and all of our memories of 
you. In appreciation for what you gave to us, we 
commit ourselves to giving to your family all the 
Orienteering opportunities you would want for 
them. 

Our condolences and best wishes to Annette, 
Stuart, Craig and Louise, and to your extended 
family and all to whom you meant so much. 

TOM DAVIES, CENTRAL ORIENTEERING CLUB 

BIRKENHEAD 
COLLEGE RETAIN 
NATIONAL TITLE 

Last year the Birkenhead boys team were second 
overall and the girls were first. This year at the 
Secondary Schools Nationals held over two days 
in Christchurch, the individuals were held on the 
steep Port Hills and the relays in Bottle Lake 
Forest. Not only did the girls repeat last year's 
success, but the boys went one better to win the 
overall team event as well. These two excellent 
wins keep Birkenhead College as the top 
orienteering school in New Zealand. 

The team of 43 students ran consistently on both 
days and although they did not win an individual 
title, numerous high placings ensured that the 

team had a good lead going into the Relays on 
the second day. Top individual performances 
were recorded by Natalie Rouse (3rd Intermediate 
Girls), Simon Thorpe (4th Intermediate Boys), and 
Mark Rowland (5th Senior Boys). In the National 
events, second places went to Nathan Little 
(Senior Boys), Jason Lovell (Intermediate Boys), 
Nigel Hammond (Junior Boys), Jonine Nash 
(Intermediate Girls), Louise Mack (Junior Girls). 
Craig Jakich was 3rd in Senior Boys. 

In the New Zealand Relays, Birkenhead College 
again ran extremely well and great team work 
enabled the girls to secure three 2nd placings in 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior, while the boys 
came 2nd in the Senior and Intermediate and 3rd 
in Junior. 

Next year the New Zealand Secondary Schools 
Championships will be held in Woodhill; 
Birkenhead will be trying to make it three in a row. 

GRAHAM PETERS [NWOC] 

WE NEED A SHED 

And we're prepared to pay for it! 
The Central Club is now becoming desperate 
about finding suitable storage for its equipment. 
We reckon that one and a half garages would do 
the trick but we are ready to consider anything 
that doesn't cost too much. Surely somewhere in 
Auckland there is a school with a spare shed for 
hire, or an orienteer with a double garage but only 
one car? 

TOM DAVIES 302 0506 

FROM THE SOLE 

The beginnings 
I can clearly recall my first couple of years 
orienteering. I wore an old T shirt, a pair of 
shorts, football socks and football boots. Not just 
any old football boots, these were Partrick French 
boots purchased in England for social rugby and 
soccer. 

They were so good I never contemplated any 
other footwear until I obtained a pair of Nike O 
shoes from a friend in Australia. These were 
excellent until the soles came away from the 
uppers. I persevered with running repairs and 
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football boots for a couple of years and then a 
student embarking on an exchange to Finland 
offered to get some O shoes for me. Next a 
couple of fellow orienteers asked for some, and 
this led to an association with the manufacturer. 

For the last nine years I have imported O shoes 
for NZ orienteers. This part-time role has 
provided many insights into human nature and a 
little experience in the footwear trade. 

So now I'm going to share some of this 
knowledge. 

Special ist shoes 

This week I embarked upon two training sessions 
on One Tree Hill to help me to focus on why 
specialist O shoes are so important. The simple 
answer is the superb grip and peace of mind 
enjoyed while running in all terrain. I ran off track 
and was not able to induce slipping in very wet 
and muddy conditions. 

Orienteering footwear has a number of features 
which allow runners to forget about where they 
are putting their feet and concentrate on 
navigation. 

• They have a low (thin) sole to reduce the 
leverage should you turn your ankle. The 
typical road shoe or touch shoe has a raised 
sole for greater shock absorption which 
amplifies ankle movement. 

• They have a narrow sole and rigid heel counter 
to enhance agility and grip on slopes. It is 
possible to edge orienteering shoes as if they 
were snow skis. Other shoes will twist or force 
your ankle to roll over. 

• They have special soles with sharp rubber 
studs/wedges, and sometimes spikes or 
tungsten-tipped metal studs embedded in the 
rubber. They will slip on grass extremely 
rarely, and are very difficult to clog with mud. 

• They are tough and lightweight. They have 
uppers made of tough, durable material, 
multiple-stitched and designed to avoid ripping 
or friction wear in harsh conditions. Other 
footwear deteriorates rapidly in the harsh 
conditions of orienteering, and becomes heavy 
when wet or muddy. 

• They have padded tongue and heel for 
protection and comfort, and a strong lacing 
system for firm fitting. 

Tips for care of your O shoes 
Clean your shoes after every outing. Fill them 
with newspaper to dry them inside; never dry 

them in front of the fire (and preferably not in the 
sun) because the uppers will dry out and crack. 

In sandy terrain, tape your heels with glossy tape 
to prevent blisters. 

Wear thick socks to prevent callouses on the 
inside of the balls of your feet from contouring on 
hillsides. I use polypropylene skiing socks (in dark 
colours to hide the dirt). (Other orienteers swear 
by Thor-Lo socks. - Ed) 

When your O shoes have used up half of their life 
and are beginning to look tired, buy your next pair 
and use the old ones for training. 

Your comments and contributions on this subject 
are welcome. 

PAUL HENDERSON 
3 TENNYSON STREET, BALMORAL 623 2304 

THE AUCKLAND 
ORIENTEER 

The AUCKLAND ORIENTEER... 

...is the monthly newsletter of the Auckland Orienteering 
Association, combining the Central, Counties-Manukau 
and NorthWest Orienteering Clubs. It is edited by Mark 
Roberts, COC (520 5993) and distributed by Marquita 
Gelderman, NWOC (412 8879) and published on or 
about the first of every month except January. 

Next Issue: September 1995 
Mail your contributions to Box 99612 Newmarket, or 
deliver to 23a Shore Road, Remuera, or fax to 263 
4794, or call me or my machine at home on 520 5993, 
or call me at work on 263 4793. 

The deadline for contributions for the September 
AUCKLAND ORIENTEER is Monday 21st August 
Disks please, if you can; ASCII text with no hard 
returns, or Microsoft Word, on DOS 3.5" disks for 
preference. I will, of course, return your disk, but 
remember to write your name on the label! 

If you can't supply on disk, and the article is fairly long, 
please supply as camera-ready copy, on A4 with a 
16mm border all round (265mm x 178mm), and font 
size at 11 points. Careful! This border is smaller than 
your WP or typewriter would normally be set up for, and 
the font size is bigger. 

/ am perfectly happy to type articles or letters if 
necessary! 

The New Zealand Orienteering Federation gratefully 
acknowledges the support of the Hillary Commission. 

MARK ROBERTS 520 5993 
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