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OBITUARY - MICHAEL HOOD
Michael Hood was an extraordinary man.
Most of us first met Michael through orienteering, though orienteering was only one of his
many and varied pursuits and interests.
Michael and his family first orienteered in Wellington in the early 80s, before moving to
Auckland and joining NWOC.
Michael liked to get value for money, so he would sometimes enter course 1 at OYs. It often
took him a while to get round the course, but that was fine as such courses doubled as long
training sessions in preparation for the Coast to Coast or some other multi-sport endurance
event. He completed two Coast to Coast races, improving by a staggering two hours on his
second attempt.
I also remember him competing in both 'Mastermind' and 'The Krypton Factor' TV quiz
shows - his specialist subject being Classical Studies. After he was made redundant from his
senior position at Fletcher Challenge, Michael taught Classics at Kings College. Testament
from Kings' students (and from Charlotte) make it clear that he was a brilliant teacher.
The general characteristic of Michael was his zest for life. He would rather we celebrated his
life than mourned his death.
Michael's orienteering peaked at the 1997 Nationals when he beat champions and NZ reps
willy-nilly in the M55 grade.
It was a pleasure to know Michael. He was warm, friendly, enthusiastic, interesting,
intelligent and helpful. His family will miss a father and husband, I will miss a friend,
WACO will miss a valuable club member and orienteering will miss a great competitor- but
we are all richer for having known him.
I look forward to catching up with Michael on that big O map in the sky.
Phil Wood
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Front cover: Michael Hood

Zealand
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HOOD, Michael. I died yesterday.
I'm going to spend Thursday at
home and I would love to have
you visit me there that
afternoon. A more formal
ceremony will take place on
Christmas Eve in Orewa at 7am.
Please follows thes i g n son the
road into Orewa. Come and tell
me again those thoughts you
have shared with me. Don't wear
dark suits because that's not
how I was. Any donations to the
Cancer Society, no flowers.
Faithfull
Funeral
Services
FDANZ.

cutting.
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Editorial
Welcome back to the season of weekend orienteering. A belated Happy New Year to everyone and I hope
you all had enjoyable holidays, World Master Championships, Rogaine Championships, summer evenings,
BBQ's, America Cup race watching and all the other summer activities.
It is great to see so many people still participating in the Stewart Family Summer Series - way over 100
people on the Domain recently, a great turn out and a good reward for all the efforts of everyone concerned.
I must thank Andy Brewis for gathering many of the articles for this magazine while Ian and I were enjoying
ourselves on holiday in the South Island, made my job a lot easier.

Changes to the calendar.
Make sure you check the calendar of events on the next couple of pages. One major venue
change is the swap of the OY2 and OY3 events.
There are a few large articles to read this month where the writers are keen for feed back; Purchase of
electronic equipment, the local Orienteer of the Year competition ,(OY's),and the future of APOC. Please,
consider what is written and whether your view is either big or small express it to the people concerned.
Personally, I'm not yet convinced that a $12,000 spend on electronic punching equipment is good for the
sport in New Zealand at this time. What do you think?
On a lighter note there is a wonderful article from the Gilkison/ Poole family on the World Masters event
and don't miss the Mead report on the World Rogaining Championships included in the North West News.
Remember Andrew and Connie Bell are now distributing the magazine ,so if there are any inserts, flyers etc
to be inserted with the magazine you need to talk, very nicely, to them. Their phone number is at the back.
Andy Brewis is doing a smashing job of keeping the calendar updated so any changes or new information to
him please, tel 575 6989, e mail abrewisiprolink.co.nz
One favour, before anyone offers or agrees to inserting an advert in our magazine, out of courtesy, please ask
me first!
We are very fortunate to have the National Coaching Director, Jean Cory-Wright, currently living in our
region. However, Alistair, Jean , Ted and Kate are on the move and as from June 2000 will be living in
Christchurch. So all clubs should look seriously at taking up Jean's offers (September 1999 Auckland
Orienteer and articles in the National magazine) of teaching people to coach while we still have her nearby.
She's keen and she's good so use her!
Thanks to all the contributers and for next month the deadline is 1st April 2000.
One last thing, after this month's magazine no more articles on the timing of the nationals will be printed
while I'm editor.
Have a great season,
Chris Rowe
Tel and fax: (09) 294 8773 e mail
ian.hunter@xtra.co.nz
PS.. If you have not received an entry form for the Nationals please ask around, there are plenty about,they
have been distributed with the national magazine. The closing date for entries postmarked Saturday 1 April
2000.
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EVENT CALENDAR
PLEASE CALL CLUB SECRETARIES FOR FINAL CONFIRMATION OF THESE DETAILS: (A)
AUCKLAND: NICOLA KINZETT 09 521 9535 (CM) COUNTIES-MANUKAU: HILARY ISLES 09 235
2941; (E) EGMONT: SUZANNE SCOTT 06 758 4739; (H) HAMILTON: LINDA FLYNN 07 889 6751
(NW) NORTHWEST: JILL SMITHIES 09 838 7388; (P) PINELANDS: CHRIS JACKSON 07 886 5313; (R
) ROTORUA: PETER FITCHETT (07) 345 6786; (T) TAUPO: ALISON MENSEN 07 378 0577; (WACO)
WAIKATO AND AUCKLAND CAMPUS: MELISSA EDWARDS 09 634 8104; (WH) WHANGAREI: DICK
RANKIN 09 434 6499; (NOS) NATIONAL ORIENTEERING SQUAD: ROB GARDEN (09)420 9210
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, START TIMES ARE 10 AM TO 12 MIDDAY. SEE MAP AT BACK OF
MAGAZINE FOR LOCATION OF AUCKLAND MAPS. SUMMER SERIES START TIMES ARE 5.30PM TO
6.45PM.

MARCH
1
Wednesday
5
Sunday
9
12

Thursday
Sunday

16
18
19

Thursday
Taupo
Taupo

26
26

Changed
Sunday

Summer Series Auckland Domain, Band Rotunda
Muriwai promotion as part of Summer series. SH 16 towards
Helensville, sign posted from Waimauku turn off to Muriwai.
Summer Series Craigavon Park, Blockhouse Bay
AOC OY1 Beautiful Hills. SH 16 to CHH forest headquarters north
of Waimauku. Signposted from forest headquarters turnoff.
Summer Series One Tree Hill (Manukau Rd Entrance)
Katoa Po All Night Relays. Contact club secretary.
CD OY1 99 Hills used day 1 CDOA champs signed from the corner
of Poihipi Rd and SH1 700m N of Control Gates Bridge entering Taupo
CMOC
OY2 Huriwai Signposted from Port Wiakato W of Tuakau
TOPS Nelson area South Island Champs. Look for entry form
There should be good attendance by the WINOs

APRIL
2
Changed

OY3 Turkey Ridge SH 16 signposted from Rimmers road 2 km
south of Helensville
8/9
NI Secondary School Champs - Red Kiwis
9
CMOC
Promotional event Waiuku Forest sign posted from Waiuku.
16
AOC
Winter series 1 Deaks Head signposted from Rimmers Rd off SH16 south of
Helensville. There is a $5 additional charge per car to Maori land owners. Fees of $10 per senior, $5
/jun/stud/pensioner $25 per family all of which includes the $2 to Carter Holt for forest access. But it is a
great map!
16
Rotorua
CD OY2 Ngamotu Take SH 38 to Murupara, turn thru Rerewhakaitu
and on to Ashpit/Ngamotu Roads
22/23/24

EASTER

MAY
7
WHO
13/14 Egmont
21
WACO

Winter series 2
CD OY3 and 4
Winter series 3

Wairarapa

National Championships.

Time we had details people
PioPio?
Time we had details people
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JUNE
3/4/5

18
Hamilton
21 Wednesday A
25

NW

30 - 9 Jul
JULY
14/15 NW
16
30

CMOC
NW

AUGUST
20
WACO
SEPTEMBER
3
WHO
17
CMOC
23
24

Pinelands
Taupo

OCTOBER
1
??
14/15 NW
15
Rotorua
28/30 CDOA
NOVEMBER
5
CMOC
19
RALPH
25 OR 26
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QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY
Multiclub 3 day event
NW - Wounded Knee, DSH16 signposted from Parakai, Shelly Bay,
and at the turn into Trig Rd
AOC - Claypit Road. SH 16 to CHH forest headquarters north
of Waimauku. Signposted from forest headquarters turnoff.
CMOC - Matakawau Top of Waiuku peninsula, signposted from road just before Waiuku
OY4
Auckland Secondary School Champs. SH 16 to CHH forest headquarters
north of Waimauku. Signposted from forest headquarters turnoff.
OY5 Kaipara Knolls right as far up Woodhill as one can get. Signposted
from Parakai SH 16
APOC & Australia Champs Queensland
Silva New Zealand Secondary School Champs
Wounded Knee signposted from Parakai SH16
Otakanini Topu Signposted Rimmers Rd. SH 16
Winter Series 4
Winter Series 5 Otakanini Topu hanging in. SH 16 Rimmers Rd
OY6
OY7
OY8- Pollock about half way up the Waiuku peninsular, signposted
from road running into Waiuku
CD OY 6 Kapiti
CD OY 7 99 Hills
OY9
Auckland Champs Waiti, East Coast Rd between Silverdale and Okura
CD OY8
A bit of a clash here people!
Labour weekend CDOA Champs
Auckland Team Score Champs
Ralf King Score Event with Ralf let loose on what is left of Otakanini
Topu
GREAT DAY "O"
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World Event Calendar
Please let your editor or Andy Brewis have details of any events that you believe could usefully be added to
the list. Ph 5756989, fax 5756916 or abrewis@iprolink.co.nz Send copies of paper work or entry forms if
spare to32 Dingle Road, Auckland 1005.
Holland
Easter 2000
Australia
Easter
Belgium
3 day
Norway
3 day
Australia
Apoc 2000
France
5 day
Sweden
3 day
Denmark
3 day
Denmark
2 day
Australia Aust Rogaine Chs
Denmark
3 day
Sweden
Oringen
USA and N.Am Champs
Switzerland 3 day
Wales
5 day
Rocky Mountain 1000

21 to 24 April 2000
21 to 24 April 2000
10 to12June 2000
23 to 25June 2000
1 to 9 July 2000
11 to 15 July 2000
14 to 16 July 2000
7 to 9 July 2000
15 to 16 July 2000
15 to 16 July 2000
20 to 22 July 2000
23 to 28 July 2000
29/7 to 6 Aug 2000
11 to 13 Aug 2000
5 to 11 Aug 2000
13 to 22 Aug 2000

Asberg?
olnlmark@xs4all.nl
Canberra
rmouatt@ozemail.comau
Arlon
http://come.to/belgian3days2000
Bergen
http://home.sol.no/~ifviking/orient/ofesty2k
Queensland
www.qoa.asn.au/apoc/>
Lorraine
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/co.lorraine/
Gothernberg
http://hem2.passagen.se/fok82/h3d/
Vikingedysten
home5.inet.tele./dk/miva/
Skaw-dysten
www.dancomm.dk/@na
Scone NSW
<http://rogaine.asn.au>
Jutland
mariager.ok@post.tele.dk
Hallsberg
www.oringen.com
Lake Tahoe Cal
www.baoc.org
Lucern
Steinmann.birrwil@netsurfer.ch
Trawsfynydd
www.stodgell.co.uk/croeso2000
Laramie
www.fornet.org

Italy/Swiss
6 day
29/5 to 4 Aug
Lithuania
W Masters
1 to 5 July
Canada
Apoc
6 to 14 July
France 5 day
16 to 20 July 2001

2001 Tenero
2001 Klaipeda
2001 Calgary
Fontainebleau

Canada
Apoc
6 14 July
Czech Rp World Rog and O 26/27 July
Australia
W Masters
6 to 11 Oct

2002 Alberta
2002 3 hrs Prague
2002 Bendigo

www.6giorni.ticnico.co
www.sonex.it/wmoc2001/
info@apoc2002.com
http://perso.infonie.fr/robert-gouyer
www.apoc2002.com
www.top.cz/wrc2002
www.2002worldmasters.org

ARE YOU GOING TO APOC?
HAVE YOU SORTED TRAVEL AND
ACCOMMODATION?
CONTACT ROB CRAWFORD URGENTLY!
Email robc@voyager.co.nz
OR PHONE 412 9711
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AUCKLAND CHATTER
EQUIPMENT
AOC's uniform O suits and controls are now stored at Lisa/Mark/Nicola's place 6 Tautari Street Orakei 521
9535 nmr@iprolink.co.nz.
The AOC flag has gone astray - does anyone know where it is?
AOC needs an Equipment Officer. The role requires somewhere to store gear (except controls) including the
trailer, and a willingness to keep track of where everything is and perhaps also to perform some maintenance
work. If you can offer some of the above but not all - don't worry, I'm sure we can come to some
arrangement! Just storage space would be a good start.
EVENTS
KATOA PO Please contact Tom Davies on 262 3652 before 1st March if you want to run at the Katoa Po
All Night Relays at Taupo on March 18th. Entries for Katoa Po are organised by Clubs and AOC members'
entries will be paid by the Club. A CDOA OY will beheld the next day at 99 Hilss, used on day 1 of 1999
CDOA Champs.
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY - We need an on-the-day event coordinator.
NATIONAL RELAYS - Please advise Tom if you plan to attend the national Relays and want to be in a club
team.
PEOPLE
A warm welcome to the following new members:
We have given you their telephone numbers so that you can add them to the orienteering phone list. It is
hoped that a new list will arrive before long, as soon as the membership and mailing lists have been shaken
down with the distribution of this mag.
Fotherby family
Mark Hodgson
Stuart Lynch
Tim Renton
Malcolm Stoney

5773436
5245413
6308740
5242982
8493373

Isn't it great to have Antoinette Fotherby back from the UK and to have her bring the family as a group into
the club. We suspect that at least some of the new member Fotherbys might also have brought some skills
with them.
Perhaps the most expensive 45 minutes of orienteering at WMOC culminated in Lisa Brooks getting an
ambulance ride out of the forest on day one. Her ankle is healing nicely. After all Lisa, three days running in
four is perhaps a little over the odds.
It is with great sorrow that we record the death of Stewart Young, son of May and Ken Kim and brother of
club member Warren, in a sail boarding accident at Point Chevalier.
Condolences to all of the Young family.
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CMOC Calling
Welcome to another exciting year of Orienteering and looking at the calendar there's a great mix of events
across Auckland.
With the completion of WMOC events and the results filling up the internet site, a big congratulations to all
the N.Z. competitors. A large number CMOC members also achieved good final positions with special
mention to Ross Brighouse, Val Robbie, Trish Aspin and Ken Green.
Well done!! It's great to see N.Z. can organise and run such a huge event.
With our club events this year please let me know your preferences regarding setting, controlling and/or coordinating.
Welcome back from junior training camp-Jayne Shuker, Marijke Currie and Kieran Nelson and from all
reports a wealth of information was gained and a good time had by all. Our emphasis this year will be on
training for our juniors and more local events.
With the OY series about to start a reminder to pay those subs to ensure your points are included.
See you all at the next event.
The next club meeting will be held at 7.30pm Monday 6th March at
Peter Murphy's residence:44 Kaiwaka road Waiuku.
All CMOC members welcome.
Peter Murphy 092356162

A note of thanks from Taupo orienteering club
Counties Manukau Orienteering Club 15 January 2000
The Taupo Orienteering Club members would like to express their sincere thanks to your club members
who assisted us at our warm up event for the World Masters on December 29~ Ken and Janine Brown,
Ross Brighouse
It was wonderful that we had So many willing workers I had worried that everyone would be exhausted
but the load was carried by so many that there seemed to be no problems Many workers stayed to assist
beyond the time allocated to them when they saw a need Do trust you all made it safely home and did not
fail asleep at the wheel.
The courses went down well with kiwi and overseas runners, and the positioning of the finish enabled
people to watch the last leg on several courses. Everyone was pleased to have a forest to run in as the
forest presents more challenge than farmland, We hope all the workers who ran enjoyed their course. The
organisation was very problem free and helpers in registration managed to cope with late arrivals
Please find enclosed a cheque towards you club coffers as a small token to thank all the workers.
Yours sincerely,
Kathleen Lonsdale, Taupo Orienteering Club
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North West News
The traditional Christmas break from orienteering was history for non- Generation X orienteers, with superb
events throughout December and early January. From wrestling with the "green" and the cutty grass of the
training courses on Beautiful Hills, to flying through clean fast forests like Raumai Bombing Range, it was a
feast of orienteering that whetted my appetite for more - still seeking that elusive error-free run.
From a participant's standpoint , WMOC was an excellent event :- beautifully mapped, error free course
setting, plenty of competition ( 58 in W40, compared to less than ten for a regional event), and of course the
Sport Ident punching system which facilitated extended sessions of post-event split-mania even amongst
those who normally don't even wear a watch and shun such detailed analysis
Sport Ident finger punches
also win accolades for toughness :- you should clear the Ident card before each run by inserting it in a special
control unit, but Paul Gilkison did this by putting his through an automatic washing machine cycle!
A huge thankyou to all those involved with WMOC and especially Mike Beveridge and Marquita Gelderman
for setting the demanding finals courses, which really tested the navigation skills of even the top placed
competitors. Rolf Wagner must now be New Zealand's resident Sport Ident system expert. After a late night
session resolving problems arising from the first WMOC public race, the system appeared to function very
smoothly and results were posted rapidly.
Highlights included watching former world champion Jorgen Martensen cruise to a win in M40, having
barely raised a sweat after 10km of forest, waist high thistles, acres of trimmings and a strong challenge from
Irishman Colm Rothery, who had been training locally for the past few months.
Noteworthy NW A final results include :
Judy Martin 2nd W60
and daughter Carey Martin ( formerly NW) 3rd W40
Mark Lawson 5th M35
Dave Middleton 6th M50
Ann Fettes
7th W65
Congratulations.
A large club contingent camped at Flock House, near Bulls, initially sharing the grounds with about 200
German Shepherd dogs competing in canine championships. The avian dawn chorus has nothing on these
dogs when they awoke en masse at 6:00 am! Note that the M/W 50 families camped at a strategic distance
from the families with M/W 10 and under - with Mark Lawson diplomatically camped equidistantly from
both groups. Penny Brothers convincingly beat all the males in the inaugural NWOC M/W40 swimming
champs.
One week after WMOC, Andrew Bell, Mark Lawson, Geoff and Lisa Mead headed south for the 4th World
Rogaine champs , not far from Hanmer Springs. A rogaine is a 24 hour score event starting at midday.
Having done no special endurance training, but equipped with a huge selection of sweets, Moro bars, dried
fruit and apricot bars ( none of those brand-name sports drinks etc) and a sophisticated piece of string with
which to measure running distances, we landed on the Mainland vividly recalling why it was 10 years since
we had competed in our last 24 hour rogaine. These events are tough! Arriving very late Friday night,
Geoff and I soon realised that navigating by moonlight wouldn't be an option - no visible moon and low mist
- classic mid-summer New Zealand.
It was amazing how quickly the 200 two amd three man teams dispersed in the terrain after leaving the first
control soon after midday. For hours we would be virtually on our own, sometime seeing other pairs
fleetingly in the wet mist in the high hills on the southern part of the 300 square km mapped area. At other
times it was like a busy highway as head torches glowed in the midnight dark as teams took the safe route
choice along a fence line in the middle of nowhere. Many teams, made of sturdier stuff than us, competed
on throughout the whole night, but we bivvied out on an airstrip, only to be woken at 4:30am by a
navigationally challenged pair asking where they were! My muscles were definitely complaining as we
extricated ourselves from our single 2 mm thick "sleeping bag" and set off again at 5:00 am to cover another
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25 km of terrain. Such a marvellous feeling to simply stop moving at the end of 24 hours and avail
ourselves of superb , hot, savoury food provided by the hash house. Most people were too tired to calculate
how many points they had scored and and we were really( pleasantly) surprised at the prize-giving ceremony
to learn that we had taken the mixed veteran title. Other Aucklanders to do well were Phil and Antonia
Wood - 3rd open mixed pair , and Rachel Smith competing with Encarna Maturana(?) - 1st open women.
Many thanks to the organizers for an excellent if gruelling event.
On Sunday 5th March NW is running a promotional event at Woodhill (Muriwai) with courses ranging from
a 9km red course to a 2.8 km white course and possibly even a string course for younger runners. Also
coming up is the not-to-be-missed social event of the year - the Katoa-Po all night relays hosted by Taupo ,
so contact club captain Bert Chapman if you are keen to be included in a team.
Next club meetings:Wednesday 8th March at 7:30pm at Jill and Al Smithies home, 4b Fairbanks Place,
Glendene.
The April meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th April at 7:30 pm at Dave & Glen Middletons' , 24
Shanaway Rise, Glenfield . (note this is a week early) All welcome.
Lisa Mead
445 4555

WACO TRAINING PAGE.
R o u t e C h o i c e . A lot of people do not even realise there is route choice on a lot of legs. Or they do not
see some of the options even when they recognise the leg as a route leg.
A good rule to use when dealing with a route choice leg is to always find at least three different possible
routes to take on that leg before deciding which one is best for you. Sometimes you may see the best option
first, but if you always find three options, on a leg where you only saw one way at first you may find
something much better.

To ensure you always see at least three options find a LEFT option, a RIGHT option and a STRAIGHT
option. On almost every leg you will be able to find these. Some of the choices will seem ridiculous but at
other times you will find route choices you did not see on your first look.

When choosing the best of your three options you will have to consider many different things. Like how you
feel, what leg of the course you are running, how much terrain you have seen, etc For example on the first
leg, if one of your options is to take a track, you should as this will give you a chance to plan over the rest of
the course. Or if it is one of the final legs of your course And you are tired you may choose to avoid a hill.
When looking at a route choice leg it is a good rule to look wide about half the length of the total leg. You
will be surprised how wide the best route choice can be.
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WACO ARTICLE
Hi everyone! Hope you all had a good summer (and are still having one).
I hope everyone saw the awesome results of Jill Dalton, coming 5th in her grade at the World Masters, thus
achieving her goal for the event.
Other achievements by WACO members over the summer include Rachel Smith (with partner Encarna
Maturana) winning the Open Womens at the World Rogaining Champs, and Phil Wood (with partner
Antonia Wood) coming 3rd in the Open Mixed. I apologize if I have left anyone out, just ring me and I will
include you in the next article.
Due to study commitments, this article is pretty short - any WACO members with anything they want to add
to any article -I will include any contributions.
This will be the last magazine for WACO members until you pay your subs - there should be a form in this
magazine. If you haven't received one, just ring or email me and I'll send one out to you.
All those wishing to run in the All Night Relays for WACO (or in the National Relays over Easter), please
get in contact with me ASAP (those who have not already done so). We are keen to have a big showing this
year, and to retain the trophy from last year!
We need setters, controllers for our events this year. It would be great to see some new faces doing some of
the jobs. Remember that these events can be used as a fund raiser for trips, as workers do take a percentage
of the profits.
NEWS
Felicity Anderson is now in training in the Navy. She will be based in Devonport, Auckland for the time
being.
Many of you will have heard that Michael Hood died just before Christmas last year. Michael will be
missed by WACO Club for his enthusiasm and good nature. Carla, Alex and Charlotte - our condolences.
Please note the change in date for the OYs next month.
Look forward to seeing you all soon,
Melissa
melissajay@hotmail.com
Ph (09) 634-8104
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New Zealand ORIENTEERING- the magazine
New Zealand Orienteering is the official publication of the New Zealand Orienteering Federation. It
is published five times annually, in February, May, July, October and December.
New Zealand Orienteering is a quality publication which compares favourably with its overseas
counterparts. Priced at $5 per issue, it is made available to members via clubs for only $2 per
issue. (And for only an extra $1.10 can be mailed directly to your home.)
Different clubs have different policies regarding New Zealand Orienteering. Some ensure all
members receive it, others include it in the subscription for only affiliated members, while others
make it optional for all members. Orienteering in New Zealand is stronger for having a strong,
vibrant magazine. Every new reader makes it stronger.
If you currently do not receive New Zealand Orienteering, please consider subscribing when you
renew your club subscription this year. If you are a non-affiliated member and the magazine
subscription does not appear to be an option in your club, then see your club treasurer - it should
be!
If you have not seen New Zealand Orienteering and would like to "try before you buy" then either:
Ask another orienteer to show you their copy, or; Ask your club secretary to show you the club's
complimentary copy (clubs all received a copy of the October and December magazines), or;
Simply send me an 80c stamp, and your name & address, and I will send you a recent edition
absolutely free. Send to Jim Barr, New Zealand
Orienteering, West Road, Mauriceville West, RD 2, Masterton.

ORIENTEERING:
By Sarah

Orienteering. The

swift

The Poem

Gilkison

movement like a deer creeping

through the forest; the sound of the beautiful

leaves

crackling;

the smell of the huge trees glinting in the sun. The great

feeling of running through the Finish Line knowing you
finished the course; the wonderful taste of the fresh forest air.
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WMOC-A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
PAUL (M40)
I thought Orienteering was supposed to be an amateur sport! The World Masters made me realise that if you
want to end up in the front of the pack, there are a few prerequisites:
More: Training
Natural ability
Less: Injuries
Living the good life.
It is clear that turning up to the regional and national events just won?t give me the edge I need if I want to
be on the podium at the finish.
Like a number of other hardy folk from NWOC, (and that well known Swede called Rick) we camped at
Flock House near Bulls. What wasn?t readily apparent when we made our bookings 6 months earlier was the
impact of having every German Shepherd in New Zealand (well, maybe 300 of them) joining us for their
annual bark-fest. The dawn chorus took on a whole new meaning when it signaled the first of the owners
dutifully going outside to feed Rover and let him out for a morning constitutional. Meanwhile every other
dog gets a whiff of the excitement ? the resultant cacophony of barking and cage stamping was not the most
idyllic wake up call before the qualifying races!
Fortunately they'd gone by finals day, and I can't blame my less than average performance on that.
The electronic punching was great. Not only because I no longer had to contend with fiddling with a long
clip card, but also because there is a whole New World that opens up ? it's called ?see how much more
foolish you look now that everyone can see your splits?. Of course it's only the last split that mattered (and I
see that I now have to watch out for 9 year old Sarah who gets awfully close to her Mother's time for that
true test of orienteering proficiency). It was on this basis that I was able to see that Jorgen Martensson is only
a couple of seconds faster than I am!
I'm sure there are many others who are sharing my ability to relive the last day by pulling out ½ cm prickles
two months after the event! And what do I have to look forward to? The Nationals for sure ? and shorter
courses (Necessities will include copious energy drinks; voltaren; ankle strapping).
SARAH (W12) aged 9
Even though this was WMOC, the organisers made such a great effort to accommodate families and the
public. Sarah raced every day we did except for the final. No difficulty starting herself with the Sport Ident
system. Now we have a child who is really keen on the sport, who wants to go to the Nationals and even to
APOC where there is a W10 grade. This may not be cheaper than getting a pony!
It was pretty much all highlights for her:
Meeting friends from Scandanavia ("How far is Sweden, Mum?") with whom we are now in regular email
contact; seeing the Atlanta silver medal three day event horse, Squirrel Hill, race against Janni Salmi; getting
Peter Snell's autograph; BBQs, toasted marshmallows, swims with Mead, Bowler and Frentz children;
Unni's colourful O tops; obtaining 3 Southern Hemisphere compasses from departing Northern Hemisphere
friends (sorry folks, all taken).
PHILLIPPA (W40)
WMOC was really a journey into the unknown for me. Having seldom competed at national let alone
international level and there is always the feeling that one would be totally outclassed. I was reassured to
hear that the Scandinavian contingent "had a long tail" and they weren't all hotshots. The training event at
Beautiful Hills was memorable for its severity, and afterwards, Andy Brewis telling the Finns "that?s one of
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the easy ones". Pity it didn't put them off, Andy. After Christmas all the anticipation (and the knowledge that
I should have run up Mt Victoria a few more times) was put into action. Otakanini was the perfect start.
Sarah and I helped on the finish and had a great opportunity to see the famous names coming up the chute.
Then on with the shoes and a respectable run on my favourite map-never had a bad one on here and will
miss it sorely when it is felled.
Rushed home and showered (when will be the next one?). The neighbours laughed at us as we tried to pack
the tent, Sportalyte, smelly shoes and zillions of other things into our sedan (even if it was from Sweden).
Taupo on the feared Pukerimu map wasn't nearly as bad as I thought it would be, but the event controllers
had had the grace to leave the fences on the map. It must be a nightmare with them off. Clever setter had
concealed the last control very close to the finish on a downhill run
it was amazing how many stayed up for several minutes, too afraid to come down for fear they would have
to go away from the finish again! On this fine day (and subsequent ones) we saw that the Scandinavians
didn't seem to mind sunbathing in the altogether.
We celebrated the new Millennium dry (literally) in Fielding. After an evening with John Rowles in the
Town Square (with thousands of others) we donned O Suits and headlamps for a midnight score event (Paul
was excited!). Never saw the results but a great time for all, and the Millennium Medal will be treasured.
The technical details of the main events have been reported elsewhere, but for me they were four very
challenging days.
On the finals day we all still had a chance. Air of excitement at the start, knowing that the guns would be
chasing but the nerves told. I made a 180 degree error early on (maps really big-constant folding and
unfolding required). Nothing too serious, but thereafter nothing was plain sailing. The running underfoot was
rough, and the thistles shoulder high in some places. It was really hard to re-orientate if slightly off.
Never did get a ride behind the top guns until late in the course. There were some odd features such as
perfectly conical huge knolls appearing out of nowhere, boxthorn thickets and isolated stands of cabbage
trees. That fabulous sense of elation/exhaustion as you finish but knowing that it could have been better,
quite a bit better. It finally dawns on me that to master the "flight" of the Scandanavians would take a
lifetime of practice. I can?t wait to get back into the forest!
Other highlights for us:
The physiologically "young" people in this event? why the winner of Women?s 60 looked all of 40. If this is
what this top level stuff does to you I'm there!
Rob C's commentary-always appropriate, humorous, interesting as good as Peter Montgomery!
Michael Wood?s treasure chest of O goodies-especially the control description holders.
The great spectator leg (2 controls) through the carpark at the Raumai Bombing Range.
The long run in on the 2nd qualifier (for spectators!)
W40 post mortems over a wine with campmates Lisa Mead, Penny Brothers, Chris Frentz and Liz Abbott
(Aus).
The old photos and Ralph?s descriptions of the origins of the sport in New Zealand.
Thank you to everyone involved. A great summer break even if it was back to work for a rest.
Gilkison/Poole Family
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Dream On by W100
The trouble with nostalgia is that not many people are interested in your past. If it is dirty they don't want to
hear the gory details, if it is a failure they turn off, success is all that matters and if it is a success they are
downright green with envy.
So for the opening magazine of the year I am writing about the future. Seeing as none of us can see that far
ahead I can let my fancy roam.
Woodhill: Now that is a part of our family history and yours too, but there's one map there I can see myself
conquering if for no other reason than it beat me every time in the dim past.
Otakanini Topu. It used to strike terror into my 45 year old heart but now at 70 I know I could take it in my
feeble stride. Starting off in a clearing and heading in to the centre, one has only to follow the form lines.
How many times I have tried to absorb that lesson. But slipping this way and that to avoid branches of low
lying trees and skirting a felled area, soon I am off course, but not too much because hey, .presto here is a
ride and I see no 1 in the re entrant. Whew! It is always wonderful in fact a miracle to spike no.1. at least
you know you are A. on course B. you can stop panicing and set for no2 with a slower heartbeat.
It is nearer a track and with 2 behind you unmissable, haha. A road? You are much too far south follow the
road, pick up the track and never, never look at your watch, you are in a timeless world where all family
worries, all money worries and all fear has been wiped. You are alone in the forest and all you have to do is
find your way home.
Cross track. Depression. Mighty Small one. Knoll to the North, 6 depressions to the South How about some
pace counting? A good, 60 paces in and the 6 depressions erupt plus a clearing. Didn't see that. Peer
Carefully and see I have yet another ridge to go. Carefully now, How terrible to go too far, the old bones
creak and groan. Is anyone in sight? Then I shall take a rest as I spike no. 4. A really long leg to 5. Track,
track. How many was that? My mind had wandered off as I unwrapped a glucose lollie. Compass to North,
yes North ,North East and into a very open area without too many handrails. I am well off course as I stand
in a huge depression. What was it A. used to say? It's either to the right or the left. Very funny. Calling on all
those past and present for help I feel a sharp pain of cramp starting up. Another short rest and hobble into 6,
aren't I the clever one?
Oh well Pride comes before a fall. As my concentration fails with drop in sugar level I head for the road, by
god it is not going to defeat me. I scufff along the road in the hot sun and pick out the bunch of knolls. In 20
paces and Bob's your uncle, no7 and I might even be able to run into the finish. But who cares, I have
finished the course once again. Gee, I have done it all on a map here at home, but how I enjoyed it,. Now I
can go and listen to the cricket and not even out of breath.
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APRIL 2000 DEVELOPMENT SQUAD CAMP
The annual April D-Squad Camp is being held from Saturady 15 to Thursady 20 April 2000 at Havelock
North, Hawkes Bay. This camp is in the school holidays and more importantly, is being held as an ideal
build-up preparation for the NZ National Championships (21 to 24 April) down the road at Masterton.
So juniors, here is a great opportunity to come and join others and fine tune your skills, learn more skills
and, enjoy the social company of fellow juniors.
The only criteria we are looking at for non-Squad members are that you have competed at "Red Level"
events at a high standard.
I would point out that this camp venue has only 45 beds in bunkroom style. Apart from Squad members,
coaches and personal, remaining beds will be allocated on first come basis. However, there is plenty of
room for tenting (sleeping only) and those people that miss out on a bunk bed will be offered this choice. If
any others (Squad members etc) prefer to tent, please indicate on your entry form.
Entry forms are now available. One has been sent to your club or, a copy can be requested from Les Warren.
There is a new closing date for entries - 25 March 2000. Camp fee is $150, which includes food.
Camp Coaches: Anyone interested / able to coach at this camp, please contact Michael Wood directly. If
there is anyone interested in being a "trainee coach", please contact Jean Cory-Wright directly.

D-Squad Manager
Les Warren
1 /20 George Street, Morrinsville
Ph/Fax: 07 - 889 7608
E-mail: les.warren@clear.net.nz
D-Squad Coaching Coordinator
Michael Wood
5 Atahu Grove, Lower Hutt
Ph: 04 566 2645
E-mail: michael.wood@opus.co.nz
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2000 OY's- The Auckland Area Orienteer of the Year Competition
The AOA needs to make some decisions before the first OY on 12 March.
Please advise me (I am not sure who me is - Keith Stone or Andy Brewis?-ed) of following • Do you (your Club) accept the course/grade combination as below (i.e. an additional course to 1999)
• Do you accept the course lengths outlined below. ( NW thought they should be 25% longer for the red
courses)
• Do you agree to a 6 minute prestart procedure - unless there are premarked maps
• Do you agree with the prestart procedure listed below
• Do you agree on the points calculation as in the past - refer to the April 1999 newsletter
• There are 9 OY's this year - do you agree the best 6 should count
• Do you agree a minimum of 4 events are required to qualify for an award
• Do you have you any other comments or concerns
For a 6 minute pre start procedure we need to get the process the same e.g.
Competitors start marking their maps at the time written on their start sheet & clip card say 11:00am which
is the real time. They are started 6 minutes later at 11:06 (real time) but the start and finish clocks will be
showing 11:00 i.e. race time. This way there is no confusion over the reporting time at the start. As far as
race time goes they started at 11:00 which is the time shown on the card and the elapsed time on finishing
will be correct.
Below are some of Keith's comments taken from his report in the November 1999 newsletter.
The events in Auckland attracted about half of the total numbers while only a quarter traveled to the events
organised by the Whangarei and Hamilton clubs. This year the percentages were Pot Luck
Turkey Ridge
Otakanini Topu
Omu Creek
Four Seasons

64%
49%
53%
25%
56%

Taurangaruru
Deaks Head
Maioro
Kawhia

54%
51%
48%
36%

While the numbers at the Hamilton event improved, it is still obvious that a significant number of orienteers
do not wish to travel away from Auckland to compete. Including events in Whangarei and Hamilton in the
OY Competition disadvantages these people.
Two classes were moved this year — M40AS from course 4 to course 3, the same as M21AS and W40AS
from course 5 to course 4, the same as W21AS. These classes continued to be popular in their new places.
I believe the clubs could do more to encourage new members to participate in the OY Competition. The
classes M & W21C exist for new members of all ages but no one entered them this year. However every
event had a number of members running as "Others" and I wonder whether new members have the
competition classes explained to them and are advised which courses they can compete on. Just about every
course has a class that anyone can run in.
It would be appropriate for the clubs to consider adding another red course to the competition. This would
ease the congestion on courses 3 and 4 and provide more appropriate distances for some classes. The M21B
rate is out of step with the others on course 5 but this is the appropriate course for this class. The faster
competitors in this class have the option of moving up to M21AS or M40AS if they wish.
Once again I experienced difficulty in getting lists of financial members from some clubs during the year and
many of the event results did not show the course distances. No matter how often I mention these points they
seem to be an ongoing problem.
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My suggestions for 2000 (showing 1999 numbers) would be 1999

2000

Course 1 (Red)
M21E

8.36 km average
8

Course 1 (Red)
M21E

Course 2 (Red)
W21E
M21A
M40A

6.54 km average
7
16
16
39

Course 2 (Red)
W21E
M21A
M40A

6.5 km average
7
16
16
39

Course 3 (Red)
W21A
W40A
M18A
M21AS
M40AS
M50A

4.7 km average
6
7
0
12
17
19
61

Course 3 (Red)
W21A

5.25 km average
6

Course 4 (Red)
W18A
W21AS
W40AS
W50A
W60A
M60A
M70A

3.65 km average
4
8
12
14
7
9
3
57

Course 5 (Orange)
W16A
W21B
M16A
M21B
Course 6 (Yellow)
W14A
W21C
M14A
M21C
Course 7 (White)
W12A
M12A

3.36 km average
3
9
2
7
21
2.55 km average
1
0
6
0
77
2.05 km average
3
8

8.5 km average
8

M18A
M21AS

0
12

M50A

19
37

Course 4 (Red)
W18A
W21AS
W40A
M40AS
M60A

4.25 km average
4
8
7
17
9
45

Course 5 (Red)
W40AS
W50A
W60A
M70A

3.5 km average
12
14
7
3
36

Course 6 (Orange)
W16A
W21B
M16A
M21B
Course 7 (Yellow)
W14A
W21C
M14A
M21C

3.5 km average
3
9
2
7
21
2.5 km average
1
0
6
0

Course 8 (White)
W12A
M12A

2.0 km average
3
8

9.2 km
9.16

6.7 km
9.73
11.38
10.00

4.9 km
0.00
10.81
15.53
13.27
14.71
17.18

3.2 km
11.63
20.90
0.00
16.54
17.19
16.28
25.37

3.6 km
0.00
0.00
29.44
22.25

3.2 km
10.31
0.00
15.15
0.00

2.5 km
9.57
14.67

Course 1
M21E

Course 2
W21E
M21A
M40A

Course 3
M18A
M21AS
M40AS
M50A
W21A
W40A

Course 4
M60A
M70A
W18A
W21AS
W40AS
W50A
W60A

Course 5
M16A
M21B
W16A
W21B

Course 6
M14A
M21C
W14A
W21C

Course 7
M12A
W12A

Pot Luck

OY1

1.7 km
7.17
0.00
2.3 km
8.28
0.00

3.0 km
12.64
0.00
0.00
0.00

3.7 km
20.70
10.84
16.20
15.46

3.4 km
10.65
18.24
11.13
11.02
16.34
12.97
16.22

4.9 km
0.00
9.49
9.45
8.82
9.96
10.21

7.1 km
8.16
6.54
7.01

OY3
Turkey
Ridge
8.7 km
6.03

2.5 km
9.43
13.21

2.9 km
18.92
0.00
0.00
0.00

3.3 km
18.87
11.45
19.95
21.38

3.7 km
12.94
24.64
23.28
14.40
17.89
14.57
16.51

4.3 km
0.00
10.36
11.76
12.24
13.28
11.87

6.8 km
10.13
8.92
9.72

2.6 km
8.12
10.65

2.8 km
12.19
0.00
12.77
0.00

3.4 km
0.00
8.94
20.53
15.26

4.1 km
16.02
22.31
14.68
10.51
20.72
14.11
21.41

4.9 km
0.00
14.48
12.36
9.69
9.05
11.65

6.7 km
8.62
8.74
9.28

OY4
OY5
Deaks Otakanini
Head
Topu
8.3 km
8.4 km
7.30
6.94

KILOMETRE RATES

1.7 km
13.60
22.47

3.0 km
17.19
0.00
12.65
0.00

4.1 km
0.00
12.40
0.00
16.52

3.9 km
11.87
16.95
0.00
11.38
13.03
12.68
19.38

4.5 km
0.00
10.77
11.26
9.78
13.90
11.74

6.1 km
9.10
7.83
8.08

9.2 km
7.99

Maioro

OY6

1.3 km
8.24
15.82

1.8 km
26.58
0.00
26.53
0.00

2.5 km
0.00
15.14
0.00
25.37

16.95
35.04
0.00
17.99
27.84
23.09
0.00

3.7 km

4.3 km
0.00
17.22
17.53
16.22
17.56
26.56

5.7 km
14.40
12.94
13.54

OY7
Omu
Creek
6.4 km
8.80

1.8 km
9.80
16.65

1.9 km
9.77
0.00
0.00
0.00

3.4 km
9.12
8.62
10.63
16.45

4.0 km
12.14
26.61
14.84
20.75
20.64
17.50
27.06

5.3 km
0.00
12.02
12.84
13.67
16.25
14.23

6.7 km
10.43
10.78
9.81

OY9
Four
Seasons
8.1 km
8.15

18.55
31.01

37.25
0.0
37.41
0.0

53.48
36.37
61.23
60.35

47.24
83.23
57.18
52.08
68.02
56.20
73.56

0.0
55.02
58.35
54.06
61.53
66.18

64.16
61.01
61.10

64.02

9.27
15.58

14.94
0.00
15.47
0.00

16.08
11.11
17.88
18.21

12.88
22.67
15.47
14.24
18.51
15.38
20.16

0.00
11.73
12.48
11.52
13.19
14.20

9.91
9.40
9.43

7.68

2.05
2.07

2.55
2.55
2.52
2.55

3.33
3.33
3.38
3.36

3.65
3.65
3.68
3.65
3.65
3.65
3.64

4.70
4.70
4.70
4.70
4.70
4.70

6.54
6.54
6.54

8.36

Average Average
Average
Winners
Time KM Rates Length km

February/March 2000

1.8 km
11.92
0.00
10.26
0.00

2.9 km
15.63
10.37
10.53
13.02

3.2 km
10.81
16.67
13.44
11.35
14.42
11.84
15.17

4.5 km
0.00
8.69
9.13
8.50
10.78
10.14

6.5 km
8.75
8.08
8.01

OY2
Taurangaruru
8.6 km
7.05

OY RESULTS 1999
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Sport Ident Electronic Punching
Representatives of AOC, NWOC and CMOC recently met to discuss the issues relating to the
purchase of a sport ident system. A brief report on the discussion follows and we invite you
comments.
•

Estimated cost of purchasing 60 controls including base stations, stands, software, second
hand computer, battery and inverter $12,000.

•

Estimated cost of 200 e-cards $9000. Ideally most of these would be purchased by local
orienteers at cost of $45 each. A residual cost would be left to the AOA of those e-cards that
would be available for hire at events. This could be in the region of $4000.

•

The cost to each club would depend on how many clubs buy into the system. CDOA, WHO
and WACO have been asked whether they are interested in joining in on the purchase.

•

A suggested way of operating the Sport Ident system is:• System under the control of the AOA
• Compulsory for all user clubs to use the system on red courses at their events - OY's,
Series events and Championships
• A charge at each event using the system of $2 per red course entrant (exact cost to be
determined once final system costs are known).
• E-card hire charge suggested at $5.
If clubs outside those who have bought into the system wish to use it, the hire charge
could be around $5 per person plus freight.
•
Event and e-card hire income to be held by the AOA and used to cover the running
cost of the e-controls and purchase more-controls. Should the fund build up
participating clubs would decide how the funds are used.
•
If splits are not offered at the finish, less manpower is required and a printer would not
be needed. Splits could possibly be posted on the internet.

•

Work required before an event:• at the beginning of the season owners of e-cards are entered into the system and
allocated to a grade
• individuals who change grade during the season need their grade amended in the
system
• for each event the controls for each course are entered into the system
• overseas the e-controls go out the morning of the event. Stands and flags can go out
earlier.
• After the event hired e-cards, which would have an AOA identification name, would
need to be amended to record the name of the hirer for the day.
• For casual orienteers running a red course a clipcard could be used with the
emergency punches on the electronic control stands.

•

Some advantages & cost reductions:• less manpower at finish - one person operating the computer for e-card system and 1
other for non red course competitors.
• no clip cards required for red courses
• less wear and tear on normal controls
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WHAT NOW?
We need your comments. You are the potential users of the system and there will be a cost
to you to use it - so have your say.
• Do you think the AOA (and perhaps neighbouring clubs) should purchase a sport ident
electronic punching system.
• Would you purchase your own e-card?
• If not, would you pay to hire an e-card at the events using the electronic system
Please send you answers, comments and ideas to Jill Smithies email
smifam@ihug.co.nz
snail mail
4B Fairbanks Place, Auckland 1008
phone phone 838 7388
or leave a note at registration at any event
One Orienteer's View
I believe that electronic punching has arrived to stay and it is only a matter of time before we
have to pick a system and go with it.
Why?
• the ident system adds greatly to the enjoyment of apres-sport discussions by serious (E65 say)
orienteers.
• It is a great training tool - comparison being a great teacher.
• the Scandies tell us that it is a great 'come on' for kids in schools and has led to improved
recruitment of young orienteers.
• I doubt if we would could ever consider running an international event without electronic
punching. (And I suspect that the decision to hire not purchase as we did for the Masters might
have be reversed by the organisers as they view the system now.)
• Goran Nilsson, president of the Eksjo club who was at WMOC, says that each and every one of
the clubs in the Smalands area has put an arrangement together (normally with one or two
other clubs) to acquire ident and feel they could just not do without it.
The cost structure indicated in Jill Smithies' notes could, I believe, be reconstructed at least to get
rid of the suggested $2 per event charge. It would be better if the clubs dug deep and capitalised
the equipment - or it might not be so deep perhaps.
We could put the expected profit from the Masters Auckland pre-event towards the system, we
should hit up NZOF for some of the development funds they are holding, we could ask the Hillary
commission for some dosh.
If we put our ears back and go for it, I believe that club and personal cost could be reduced to a
modest level.
We can expect NZOF to be supportive as our committee had considered acquiring the system for
national use before deciding, logically, that a system to be used in the field must be owned in the
field. I believe we could make a strong one off case to the Hillary Commission either in our own
right or through NZOF on behalf of all interested clubs.
I find the cash wise restriction to red courses use only an unhappy one, given the benefits that the
system can offer developing orienteers and hope that when we decide to move, we are able to
cover all courses, as we eventually will be driven to do.
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NZOF NEWS - NZOF NEWS - NZOF NEWS - NZOF NEWS
Following the NZOF Council meeting on the 27 November the following were discussed
Council feels that the management of the NZOF should be altered to have a paid General Manager instead of
a Secretary and a Treasurer. This will also involve an elected position of Vice President. A remit and
background to this will be circulated to Clubs, and published in "NZ Orienteering" for voting on at the
NZOF AGM.
Also a paid position of development Officer should be formed to promote the sport of orienteering and
increase the participant base. Again a remit and background information will be circulated.
For NZOF affiliation purposes Junior membership was clarified as being 20 years and under at the end of the
calendar year with no affiliation for those aged 10 and under.
Family membership was defined as "two adults and any children (juniors not earning an income) who look
to at least one of the adults as a parent"
NZOF will pay for the engraving for any trophies won at the National Championships and the National
Secondary School Championships. Payment will be made on presentation of a receipt.
NZOF Council is considering whether to buy the electronic punching system being used at the World
Masters O Champs out of WMOC profits. As this is a large expense all Clubs will have background
information circulated to them for their input.
There was concern that while the number of orienteers overall was not decreasing the percentage between
local and affiliated was changing with less orienteers affiliating. While providing more benefits, such as the
National magazine free, to affiliated orienteers may help, this would require an increase in affiliation fees
(self defeating) or an increase in the event levy. No decision was made and this subject was to be discussed
at a workshop in conjunction with the National championships in 2000.
It was decided to recommend the NZOF affiliation fees remain the same for 2000. These have remained
unchanged since 1994.
The Strategic and Management plans were discussed and will need revising for the current year.
The following appointments were confirmed:
Director of Coaching Jean Cory-Wright
National Squad Manager Rob Crawford
National Squad Coach Jean Cory-Wright
Development Squad Manager Les Warren
Development Squad Coach Michael Wood
ANZ Challenge Manager John Doolan
JWOC Manager (No Applicant) (These two posts to become responsibility
JWOC Coach (No Applicant) (of National Squad
NZOF AGM will be on Saturday 22nd April at 5.00pm Venue to be announced. Seminars will take place on
Friday between 4-5 and 7-9.30 subjects will be notified to clubs. Travel equalisation for delegates at the
AGM will apply regardless of the fact that it is held in conjunction with the Nationals.
NZOF appreciates the financial support from the Hillary Commission, NZ Sports Foundation, SILVA
(Ampro sales Ltd), the MAPsport shop(who provide a contribution based on numbers of Jalas shoes sold) and
Air New Zealand.
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TIMING OF THE NATIONALS - Rob
Crawford
This letter/article is well overdue. I'll blame it on work, lack of good health and too much time overseas. It's
about a subject that has been thrashed to death, but upon my return to NZ last year I continue to be amazed
and annoyed that some orienteers in Auckland continue to bleat long and hard about the decision to hold our
National Championships at Easter.
Part of the reason for writing is as a member of the working party that recommended to the NZOF to hold
the Nationals at Easter, you are owed an explanation and my apologies that it has taken so long for me to do
so. A third reason is that I am standing for NZOF President and Auckland orienteers should be well aware
that, if elected, this is one issue I will not be taking to the NZOF on your behalf. By all means, I'm happy to
discuss the issue with anyone, but make sure any argument you bring is supported by facts, otherwise I
probably won't listen.
I'll start by dispelling a few myths that seem to be out there:
MYTH NO. 1:
AUCKLAND WERE NOT REPRESENTED ON THE WORKING PARTY
MYTH NO.2:
EVERYBODY IN AUCKLAND WANTS THE NATIONALS AT LABOUR WEEKEND...
MYTH NO.3:
...EXCEPT ME WHO WANTS THE NATIONALS AT EASTER
I'll start by quoting R. Garden in his letter to NZO (Issue 45, May 1998) as it seems to be the common belief:
"The Auckland member of the (working party) is one of only two people in Auckland that I know who
favour an Easter Nationals - making a ratio of approximately 200:2 in Auckland against Easter, and he
should have represented his region's views, not his own"
Ouch. That hurt at the time, although I didn't read it until 6 months later as the letter was written while I was
out of the country for an extended period (and the letter writer knew that, but I digress).
Let me assure you that this region's views were represented on the working party. But I want to take you to
task that you didn't really represent your views to me, despite an invitation to do so. To provide some
background:
After the 1997 NZOF AGM when appointed to this working party, a note appeared in the August 1997
Auckland Orienteer asking for comments on the
timing of the Nationals. The response I got was pathetic. Part of this can be attributed to the fact that the
magazine unfortunately came out late and there was only a few days left to the deadline I had set for people
to comment to me (based on the NZOF deadline set to the working party, which was subsequently extended).
Part of it can be attributed to your general apathy. The few responses I did get were NOT universal in their
opinion. I also had a good feel for what orienteers here think about the Nationals, and the working party
were certainly aware that the majority of Aucklanders felt the Nationals should be held at Labour Weekend
or in the late spring.
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Such apathy is not new and continues to this day. When this issue first came up (1991 would you believe), a
National survey by the NZOF on this issue received a staggering 70 responses (about 5% of affiliated NZ
Orienteers).
I suppose the major thing that gets up my nose is how some people extrapolate the majority to mean
everybody up here wants a Labour Weekend Nationals. That's poppycock. For a start, I don't. So don't most
of the elites. None of the students want it then either. Even some of the 20 year veterans of the sport realise
that it's not the ideal time. Those numbers start to add up.
Here's an interesting history lesson. Which club presented a remit (subsequently passed) to the 1995 NZOF
AGM that "The National Championships be held each year between Easter and the end of June"?
CENTRAL O.C. (now Auckland O.C.). Excuse my mirth - some of the most vocal opponents of the
Nationals being at Easter come from the very club that helped set it in train in the first place!
Onto my personal view. I don't want the Nationals at Easter. My view has always been hold them on an
ordinary weekend in late Autumn (May). But one thing that did become apparent from the working party is
a substantial majority of New Zealand orienteers want the Nationals on a long weekend, so we're down to
three dates. I disagree with this, but unlike some others around here, I can accept a majority decision and get
on with life.
Now we get to numbers, and here is where Auckland loses out. The vast majority of South Islanders want
the Nationals at Easter. So do a fair proportion of Wellingtonians. Based on 1997 NZOF figures (when the
issue was being considered), the affiliated members of these two regions make up 57% of the National total,
compared to Auckland's 26%. The figures are largely unchanged today.
And herein lies what I believe is the crux of Auckland's sentiment. Many orienteers here have been around
since Noah and can remember the good old days when Auckland made up over 50% of the national
Orienteering population,had 95% of the elites and enjoyed the Nationals at Labour Weekend. Those days
are gone and it's time to realise the power base of New Zealand orienteering has shifted away from
Auckland. So it's no surprise that some decisions are not going to be enjoyed up here. That's democracy,
and I hope we all could accept those decisions that we personally disagree with.
You had a fair hearing, Auckland certainly enjoyed many years of having the Nationals at Labour Weekend
when it suited us and not those further south, but now the shoe is on the other foot and we should make it as
comfortable as possible for the time being. So I have a challenge to Auckland Orienteering in general:
1. Accept that the Nationals will be held at Easter for the next few years,
2. Structure our Orienteering season up here so that our competitive orienteers can get some decent practice
on relevant maps before the Nationals are held,
3. Increase your membership base of affiliated orienteers so you have more say in National affairs. That
way, when the decision comes up for review at some stage in the future (as it will surely do so), you might
have the power to change it.
Oh, and to those who continue to bleat - how about stopping?
Love you all
Rob
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The Future Of Apoc- Asia Pacific
Orienteering Championships
This article is taken from the APOC 2000 website.

A discussion paper - David Hogg, APOC Secretary

The Asia Pacific Orienteering Championships (APOC) was first held in 1980, as the Pacific Orienteering
Championships (POC80) to provide a major international orienteering competition outside Europe. Since
then there have been many changes in international orienteering both worldwide and in the Asia-Pacific
region, as described further below.
With APOC reaching its twentieth year in 2000, it is considered timely to review its objectives and the way
it is conducted with a view to providing an international competition which will serve the needs of the AsiaPacific orienteering nations into the 21st century.
This paper provides some background on the origins of APOC and why it was established, and raises some
questions for consideration at the 2000 Meeting of APOC Nations in Australia.
The Origin of APOC
In the late 1960s orienteering began to spread from Europe throughout the world, and by the 1970s was well
established in Australia, New Zealand, Japan, USA and Canada. All of these countries were sending
competitors to the World Orienteering Championships, the only fully international elite competition at that
time, but their performances were well behind those of the better European nations.
In order to provide a competition in which all of these nations could compete at their own level, the concept
of a Pacific Orienteering Championships developed, originating from a suggestion by the Secretary of the
Canadian Orienteering Federation, Helene Huculak, in 1973. This idea was taken up by Australia, initially
with the idea of conducting the first event in 1975. This timeframeproved to be too ambitious, however, and
a subsequent more realistic proposal to stage the event in 1977 foundered because of limited support from
other Pacific nations. It was therefore not until 1980 that Australia hosted the first POC near Canberra.
By this time, Australia had a second motive for conducting the event. It had decided to apply to host the
World Orienteering Championships in 1985, and the POC was seen as an opportunity to gain experience in
hosting an international event and to demonstrate its organising ability to the IOF. The year, 1980 (an even
year), was chosen to avoid being held on the same year as WOC, because of concern that elites may not be
able to travel to more than one overseas event per year.
POC80 was not just an elite competition, however. It catered for all age classes and incorporated the annual
Australia-New Zealand challenge, a multi-age class team event. Most competitors at POC80 were from
Australia or New Zealand. There was a Japanese competitor but nobody from North America. A few IOF
representatives added to the international flavour.
The success of the event led to POC82 in Japan then to APOC84 in New Zealand, when the emergence of
orienteering in Hong Kong and potentially other Asia countries resulted in its name being broadened to
include the Asian component. From then it continued as a biennial competition, being held in Hong Kong
(1986 and 1996), Australia (1988), Canada (1990), Japan (1992) and China (1998). The next two events are
in Australia (2000) and Canada (2002).
Changes in the International Orienteering Scene
Since 1980 there have been many changes in the international orienteering scene, including the following:
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The establishment of the World Cup competition in the non-WOC years.
The establishment of Junior World Orienteering Championships as an annual event.
The establishment of the Veteran World Cup, which has since become the World Masters Orienteering
Championships, as an annual event.
The establishment of the Park World Tour which, while selective with regard to who can compete, still
involves a few of the top Australian and New Zealand elites.
A growing tendency for orienteers from all countries, particularly those in the older age groups, to travel
throughout the world for orienteering.
Greater demands placed on organisers of international event series, especially WOC and World Cup, in
terms of the number and technical standards of events.
Many new orienteering nations in the Asia-Pacific area, particularly in Asia and South America, which are
well behind the more established APOC nations in terms of competitive standard and organisational
expertise.
Increasing competitive standards in some of the established APOC nations (especially Australia and New
Zealand) with their top elites starting to approach the performances of the world's best.
This combination of changes has had the following effects on APOC in recent years:
The international elite calendar (including events for top juniors) is now so crowded that participation in
APOC receives low priority behind WOC, World Cup, JWOC and the top European competitions, at least
for the best orienteers from the APOC region. Exceptions to this occur only if APOC is held in association
with a World Cup series or the Australia-New Zealand Challenge.
Most APOC participants are either from the host country or an immediate neighbour, or consist of older
orienteering travellers from both APOC nations (especially Australia and Japan) or Europe.
Interest in conducting APOC is coming increasingly from the growing number of Asian countries.
The growth of orienteering in South America has the potential to strengthen the concept of an American
orienteering region, weakening any Pacific links involving USA or Canada, neither of which have ever been
strong supporters of APOC competitions outside North America.
The overall result is that APOC today has become primarily an international competition for older
orienteering travellers from throughout the world, with commonly a high standard of competition in the
masters classes and generally little interest among elites or top juniors. The rules and structure of the
competition still emphasise elite competition in terms of representative teams, but such a competition often
proves not to be meaningful, at least in the eyes of the more established APOC countries. In this sense,
APOC has lost one of its original purposes.
On the other hand, it is still serving its purpose in allowing some developing O-nations to conduct an
international competition without the demands imposed by an IOF event. As demonstrated in China,most
APOC visitors are prepared to be tolerant with respect to technical shortcomings in such situations. Without
such tolerance, new orienteering nations would have extreme difficulty pursuing the ever-increasing
technical standards for international events.
Considerations for the Future
The changes in the external environment which affect the nature of participation in APOC suggest that it is
timely for a comprehensive review of the future of APOC. The issues which such a review raises include the
following:
Is APOC still worth continuing in its present form? Given the limited interest historically from North
America and waning interest at the elite level in Australia and New Zealand, do these nations still have a real
interest in being a part of APOC in the long term or might it be better being reconstituted as just the Asian
Orienteering Championships?
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Frequency. Is the biennial frequency of APOC still adequate or, with the growing number of potential
hosts, is there sufficient interest in making it an annual event? A variation on the annual event concept is to
have APOC biennially with an Asian Orienteering Championships in the intervening years.
Scheduling. If APOC remains as a biennial event, should it be held in the WOC (odd) year or the World
Cup (even) year?
Integration with World Cup. If APOC continues to be held during the World Cup year, should it
be
integrated with a World Cup series as in 1988 and 1990? Or should this be determined on a case-by-case
basis, depending on the organising experience and the human and financial resources of the host nation?
The cost and effort of organising a successful World Cup event are significantly greater than organising
APOC and only a limited number of APOC nations have these resources. The question of compatible timing
could also be an issue in some cases.
IOF involvement. Should the IOF have a greater involvement in APOC? At present, APOC is organised
quite independently of the IOF, and does not specifically take account of the IOF regional structure.
IOF Controller. Irrespective of whether the IOF has any formal involvement, should each APOC be
overseen by an IOF accredited controller? At least in the case of the newer APOC nations, the IOF
controller may need to be from another country. This would add to the organising cost and presumably the
entry fees for the event.
European eligibility. At present, only competitors from APOC nations are eligible for the official APOC
awards. Is this policy now becoming out-dated? Would it make APOC more attractive to Europeans, hence
improving the competitive standard and financial viability of the event, if it become a fully open
competition? If this occurred, would the event become less attractive for competitors from APOC nations?
Format. Is the traditional format, namely a single-day classic event plus a relay, the optimum for attracting
participants to APOC? This was the format selected when APOC was established, because it was the format
used for WOC, but there are other possibilities which may now be more appropriate for an international
high-participation event.
IOF development. How does APOC fit in with the current IOF directions in developing orienteering in the
Asia-Pacific region? Should more encouragement (or even IOF technical or financial support) be given to
using APOC to raise the profile of orienteering in countries such as Kazakstan, Korea, China or perhaps the
South American countries in the Pacific seaboard? To what extent should concessions be made in the
technical standards of APOC in order to make hosting the event a less demanding experience for the newer
orienteering nations?
Further Action
This matter will be a major item on the agenda of the meeting of APOC nations which will be held in
Australia during APOC2000. It would be useful to receive any comments in the meantime on the above
issues or identification of other issues which should be considered. Comments are welcome on an official
basis from APOC nations as well as in a personal capacity from individual orienteers from an interest in
APOC. Please make it clear whether your comments are made in an official or personal capacity.
Comments may be forwarded as follows:
By mail to David Hogg, APOC Secretary, PO Box 213, Jamison Centre, ACT 2614, Australia.
By fax to David Hogg, +612 6253 1574 (international); 02 6253 1574 (within Australia)
By email todhogg@cyberone.com.au(Note: It is possible that this email address may be changed later in
the year. If you cannot make contact through this address, try the ACT Orienteering Association address at
actoa@dynamite.com.au and specify 'For David Hogg' under 'subject').
Comments are requested by 30 April 2000 to allow time for them to be summarised and circulated prior to
the APOC meeting.
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the AUCKLAND ORIENTEER...
...is the monthly newsletter of the Auckland Orienteering Clubst Auckland, Counties-Manukau, NorthWest
and Waikato and Auckland Campus Orienteers. It is edited by Chris Rowe, CMOC and distributed by
Andrew and Connie Bell, NWOC. It is published at the beginning of every month except January.

Next Issue: April 2000
Editorial contributions very welcome and in fact an absolute necessity. Send them to Chris Rowe 84
Fausett Rd. RD3, Drury, or emailian.hunter@xtra.co.nz.tel & fax (09) 294 8773
Please could I have all contributions before 1 st April 2000.
Disks or email please, if you can, microsoft word, Office 95, on DOS 3.5" disks for preference.
If you can't supply on disk I can type contributions if necessary.

Distribution
If you change your address, please contact your club membership officer or Andrew Bell on 09 411 7166.
If you want a back issue of The Auckland BLABBERMOUTH / AUCKLAND ORIENTEER, please contact
your club membership person or Andrew Bell.

Credits
The New Zealand Orienteering Federation gratefully acknowledges the
support of the Hillary Commission.
The Auckland Orienteering Association wishes to thank Carter Holt Harvey for
the use of its forests.
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Orienteering maps of the Auckland region
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