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EDITORIAL 

Hi Everyone, 

After a very hectic couple of months the season is finally 
drawing to a close with a chance to rest our weary legs and 
get something done about all those niggly injuries you've noticed 
creeping in. Many thanks to North-West for organising the 
Auckland Short-O and the relays, and to Central for doing the 
Auckland Champs. PAPO did a great job organising the nationals, 
providing three exciting days of tough competition. They must 
have prayed to the right weather god as it seemed to rain at 
night and remain relatively fine during the day. 

Whangarei held yet another great event with the Rogaine on the 
1st of November attracting about 50 teams to Waipu Coves. Lots 
of fun was had by most; thanks again to those who arranged the 
event. 

For those of you who arc wondering why the magazine is so late 
this month (and last month), unfortunately I have had 
considerable difficulties with the printers who have been unable 
to get the job finished in time. I have now changed to the same 
printers Keith Stone used when he was editor so hopefully this 
will be the last issue which is late. 

The deadline for the December issue is Wednesday November 25th. 
Please observe this deadline; it makes my job much easier. 

Until next time, happy 'O'ing, 

Marquita Gelderman. 

EDITOR'S ADDRESS: 47A Forbes Street 
Royal Oak 
Auckland 

Ph 634-3676 

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER ISSUE: 25 November 1992 

- 2 -



COMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 

Sun 1: Rogaine, Waipu Cove, Whangarei. See last magazine for 
details or ring Mike Williams (09) 438-9296. 

Sun 8: AOA Score Champs, Waiuku Forest. Start times 10.30 OR 
11.30 am. No other start times. Signposted from Waiuku 
township. 

Tue 10: Summer Series event, Domain. Start between 5.00pm and 

7.00pm. 

Sat 14: Wellington Champs. Pre-entry event. 

Sun 15: Wellington Short-O Champs. Pre-entry. 
Tue 17: Summer Series, One Tree Hill, 5.00 pm - 7.00 pm. 

Tue 24: Summer Series, Western Springs, 5.00 pm - 7.00 pm. 

DECEMBER 

Tue 1: Summer Series, Domain 

Tue 8: Summer Series, One Tree Hill 

Tue 15: Summer Series, Selfs Farm. Corner Tidal and Portage 
Roads, Papatoetoe. 

CENTRAL CHATTERBOX 

Central Members did very well at the Nationals held recently 
in Christchurch. Rob Jessop, recently back from overseas, came 
2nd in M21E behind Bill Teahan of Hamilton and ahead of Phillip 
Wood of Hutt Valley in 3rd. Tony Nichols won both the Short-
O and the individual titles in M55A while Scott Vennell was 
1st in M21B. Terry Nuthall came 2nd in M50A. Our relay teams 
were also very successful winning the M21E title back from the 
North-West club. Team members were Mark McLean, Rob Jessop and 
Rob Crawford. In the M45 grade Tony Nichols, John Powell, and 
Terry Nuthall took second place. 

Ex members, now domiciled South Australia, Chris and Kirsten 
White (nee Nichols) will be visiting Auckland for 2 weeks and 
hope to see some old faces at the summer series events. 

Please send me some news!!! It's difficult to chatter about 
nothing! 

Central Chatterbox. 
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NORTH-WEST NEWS 
Our club has been on the receiving end of some financial 
donations recently. Waitakere City Council and North Shore City 
Council have both allocated us grants which we will using to 
purchase the recently published Mountain Safety Manual on 
Orienteering and distributing to all Intermediate Schools in 
our area. 

Sport North Harbour - completely out of the blue - gave the 
organising committee of the 1994 World Cup a donation towards 
the running of the event. It's great to see that our maintaining 
a high profile in local body circles is starting to gain us 
recognition. Thank You to the various organisations concerned. 

The Northern Zone Primary Schools field day was held on the 
Onepoto map. The co-ordinating was done by Belmont Intermediate 
School and four courses set by Lesley Stone were used by nearly 
250 children. Thanks also to Les Paver who helped on the day. 
Mary Moen had a busy time organising the Eastern Zone event 
on Macleans map, and was helped by Helen Langley NW, Eddie 
Reddish C, and Unni Lewis SA. I believe Terje had the exciting 
job of processing results. 

The club now has 50 new controls made with flags and clippers 
purchased in Sweden by Lesley. Lorri also sent back some flags 
from England so the club should be a lot better placed when 
it next organises a big event. Hooray!! I'm sure my arms are 
at least 6" longer from having to carry those heavy metal 
standards over the years. Thanks to Dave Middleton and Colin 
Tait who assembled the new ones. 

Guess who has just won the New Zealand course setting competition 
again? Les Paver. Entrants had to set a M40A and a W16A course 
on the infamous Kapamahunga map. It was considered that Junior 
and B-grade courses, which have been set in some competitions, 
were not up to the required standard, which is why two grades 
had to be planned. Congratulations to Les who also won in 1989 
and receives the trophy from last years winner Bob Murphy, who 
incidentally was ajudged to have the best M40A course in the 
competition this year. 

We did it! We did it! Finally one club has won the Auckland 
relays twice in succession. As usual the end result was not 
clear cut until the final couple of legs, when several of our 
members put in extremely fast runs to lift their team's overall 
placing. Team selector and cheerleader Michael Hood, who came 
up with three different team combinations in as many weeks, 
can now put away his clipboard and photocopier and have a rest. 

Congratulations to everyone who took part in the Auckland Champs 
and Short-O champs last month. North West had 16 champions in 
the individual event from Dave Melrose and Marquita Gelderman 
in the elites to Lise Moen, youngest grade and Bob Murphy, oldest 
grade . 
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The New Zealand Champs in Christchurch proved to be an 
interesting weekend. The Short-O on Saturday saw competitors 
fighting through green trimmings looking for 2m high features 
in 6m high undergrowth. The classic event was a real test of 
physical strength and stamina, with the womens elite course 
featuring 10% climb over 5.6 km! The relays map was fast, furious 
and exciting, despite the fact that the 'phantom chain-saw gang' 
had secretly demolished a small block two days before the event. 
North West had two Short-O winners, Charlotte Hood and Marquita 
Gelderman, and two teams with wins in the relay. Junior U14 
with Charlotte and Fiona Hood, and Nic Foster, and womens elite 
with Katie Fettes, Kirsten Ambler and Marquita. Two teams had 
third placings; mens elite Dave Melrose, Rob Garden and Bryan 
Teahan, and mixed A Stan Foster, Alex Hood and Lesley Stone. 
Our 1992 National Champions are Katie Fettes W21E, Kirsten Ambler 
W-20A, Judy Martin W55A and Charlotte Hood W-14A. 
Congratulations!! 

TWO IMPORTANT DATES: 
....Saturday 7th November. Club AGM and Pot-Luck Dinner 

at the Stones house, 8 Agathis Ave, Mairangi Bay. 5.30 pm. Keith, 
Lesley and Katie will have photos of their trips overseas. 

....Tuesday 3th December. Club Dinner and Prizegiving. 
Shoreline Restaurant, Milford Shopping Centre. Huge Smorgasbord 
menu. Cost $25.50 per adult (14 yrs and over), $1 per year of 
age (under 14yrs). Some wine and fruit juice will be provided 
and the club trophies presented. Please let Alison Stone know 
as soon as possible if you intend coming. 

North-West Newshound. 

SOUTH AUCKLAND GOSSIP 

ORIENTEERING CLUB 
Not too much news from South Auckland this month! It would seem 
a few of them are injured! Jeanine Browne was unable to attend 
the Nationals after injuring her knee while playing Touch Rugby. 
Tania Robinson recovered sufficiently from her lung infection 
to go to Christchurch and came third in W21E Short-O and 
Individual. Tim Vince is on crutches after spraining his ankle 
badly. The good news is that the 'O'-season is almost over and 
everyone can recover in the break. 
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AOA NEWS 

The AOA had its final meeting last month. The programme of events for next year 
has been drawn up. 

Central Club will be having their successful Summer Series events from 
November through to March ending as usual with a forest event in Temu Rd. 

North West Club will be conducting a 6-event Colour Code Series, starting in 
March and ending in June. Included in this is a South Auckland event at Taurangaruru, 
while the other five events are in Woodhill Forest 

Auckland Secondary Schools will have a 7-event competition series starting in 
March and progressing through selected calendar events until July. I would like to see 
everyone get behind this competition, encourage schools to join their local club, and to 
bring pupils along to the events. Once the school has become part of a club their pupils 
may take part in any Auckland events, including OYs. To be able to run in Badge events 
however, each pupil interested must pay $10 to be affiliated to the NZOF. If you have any 
queries call me or Stan Foster for more details. 

The Auckland Area Junior team travelled away three times this year to challenge 
Junior Teams from the Wellington and Central Districts areas. This competition has 
helped our juniors to meet and socialise with other young orienteers. Thank you to Lorri 
O'Brien who was Team Manager. 

Our Technical Officer Rob Garden was asked to distribute a questionnaire, the 
results of which will enable us to determine what people would like to see happening in 
Auckland orienteering. Rob will publish the results shortly. 

Ralph King has once again done good work with publicity to the NZ Herald. 
Many sports are competing for the limited space available to present their results, and we 
are lucky to get the coverage that we do. When results are edited it's usually the junior 
grades affected. Please don't berate Ralph for these omissions. Coverage in your local 
paper is a good way to keep our sport in the public eye. Are you using yours? 

Another volunteer working hard for the Association is Statistician Keith Stone. 
After each OY results are checked for financial members, times recorded, points awarded 
and a printout done, all in time to be on display by the next OY. As with any sport there 
are rules and conditions which apply to all competitors and are necessary to ensure that 
the trophies awarded are justified, well earned, and not just meaningless tokens. The rules 
governing the OY series of events are always published in this magazine before the first 
event. It is not helpful to have people wanting to bend these rules to get a result which 
suits themselves. If you are not happy with the format please bring the matter up at club 
level first and from there to AOA level. 

The Auckland Short 'O' and Individual Champs saw some great competition and 
the Relays were once again a chance to show club spirit. I was pleased to see Whangarei 
enter two teams this year and Hamilton are considering taking part to add a bit of spice. I 

- 6 -



personally feel we need more occasions where clubs can vie with each other. Because 
orienteering is such an individual sport being a club member often becomes a secondary 
thing. Club loyalty often brings out that little bit "extra" to our performance. 

I would like to do something to enhance the end of year prizegiving. Trophies and 
Certificates being handed out at the end of an event seems very casual when compared to 
the efforts made to earn them. I'd value any suggestions you may have to overcome this. 

Next year is just around the corner with lots of variety and competition. The New 
Zealand Champs will be held in Woodhill Forest during Labour Weekend. Shall we see if 
all the titles can be won by Aucklanders? 

Cheers, 

Lesley Stone, Chairman. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

The AOA relays were held on Woodhill 81, now part of White's 
Line. Three man teams competed in the Open and Mixed grades. 
South Auckland (Ray Eade, Rob Garden, Ross Brighouse) won the 
elite mens grade, the elite womens grade (Phil Sneddon, Trish 
Aspin, Cathy Hatwell) as well as the M35 (Wayne Aspin, Lyndsay 
Shuker, R Sheldon) and W35 (J Bell, Val Robinson, Jill Evans). 
The forest HQ hall was used for an afternoon tea/prize giving, 
something we haven't seen after events in recent times. 

CDOA Champs followed by the relays a few hours later were held 
on the Kaahu map (a 2 km walk to the start was included). The 
individual was won by Hamilton's John Mote from Ross Brighouse 
and Paul Dalton with Trish Aspin reversing the NZ champs position 
by beating Ann Salisbury with Janet Dobbie in third place. 

The final event for the '82 season was the Hamilton Clubs Champs 
on the Pakaron map - a steep farmland area ideal for contouring 
training. A visiting Swiss orienteer, C Toberer, won from Rob 
Garden by 10 minutes (he liked the hills). Lokking through the 
names of ten years ago we see Mark McKenna, Brian Hall, Marie 
and Graham Fisken (now golfers), Greg Whitecliff, Monique 
Verstappen and Debbie Dahm. 

A Silva compass was awarded to Phillip Bell for winning the 
NZOF Junior course setting competition. 
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AUCKLAND ORIENTEERING ASSN 

NOTICES 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 

In compliance with the Rules of the Auckland Orienteering Assn, NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the Annual General Meeting as follows: 

Date: 17 November 1992 

Time: 7.30 pm 

Venue: 47A Forbes Street, Royal Oak, Auckland 
(residence of Rob Garden) 

In accordance with the Rules of the Association the following business shall be conducted 
at this Annual General Meeting. 

Minutes: To receive and adopt the minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting. 

President's Report: To receive and adopt the report of the President for the 1992 
year. 

Treasurer's Report: To receive and adopt the financial statements and the report of 
the Treasurer for the 1992 year. 

Activity Reports : To receive and adopt activity reports from the following officers 
of the Association: 

Coaching Coordinator 
Technical Officer 

Election of Officers: To attend to the election of the following officers: 

Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Technical Officer 
Fixtures Officer 

General Business: To conduct any general business. 

D G Tuck 
Secretary 
Auckland Orienteering Assn 

14 October 1992 

Kindly note the AGM time and date is scheduled so that you can run in the One Tree 
Hill Summer Series Event on the same evening and go to Rob Garden's immediately 
after to attend the AGM. Your support and attendance will be greatly appreciated. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor, 

What can I say about how I felt after reading yours and John 
Watson's replies to my September article. How about utterly 
devastated, mortifinbly humbled, subduely humiliated and possibly 
suicidal. Well don't believe everything you read; looks like 
some people have already made that mistake. 

The truth be known, I was rather disappointed that there were 
only two written replies and three rather nice and tactful verbal 
replies. One verbal reply was partly on the positive side of 
the ledger by wanting 9 OYs. I could live with that. 

Well I soon recovered from my disappointment and looked on the 
bright side. Receiving only four replies in the negative 
indicates the majority of the Auckland 'O' fraternity either 
agrees with my article in total, or in part, or are being 
diplomatically non-committal. I suspect the latter. Nice, but 
a pity, because it nearly nullified the exercise. However I 
also suspect one or more out there may have cottoned on. 

Sorry Marquita, I must ardently disagree with one item in your 
otherwise good reply, 'Auckland is not the be-all and end-all 
of orienteering in NZ'. Oh come on, of course it is, be 
realistic, how could you think otherwise, this is where the 
majority of champions come from, this is where the best terrain 
is, and most importantly, this is the right side of the Bombay 
hills. (What a load of horse-poo!! Ed). Gosh I'll have to stop 
watching all that Aussie sport on TV. My head is getting bigger 
and I'm starting to sound like them. 

As for Mr Watson's reply, hmmm! M40B grader, 12 months in the 
sport, self-opinionated sports administrator, seemingly with 
a wealth of experience in telling athletes what they should 
do. Hmmm, just what this sport needs. To put his mind at ease 
though, I'd like to assure him I am not a guru of the sport, 
far from it. Twelve years in the sport, still learning, still 
making mistakes does not qualify me. Anyway I have no such 
aspirations and do not indulge myself in guru worshipping. My 
meagre intelligence gets me through life without such a crutch. 
If however he is socking such a sage may I suggest he looks 
no further than David Hogg. He has got the knowledge and I'm 
sure the credentials for such an office. (I can't believe I'm 
writing this, praising an Australian. I hope it doesn't get 
back to them, I don't think I could handle that.) 

Some facts Mr Watson may not be aware of. Firstly this sport 
encourages all it's members to participate in debate and it's 
administration. (Even to the extent of listening to their 
hair-brained ideas and theories). Secondly, the Central Club 
acknowledges and respects differing opinions from its members. 
Maybe he's not used to this, maybe it's not tolerated in his 

- 1 1 -



other sport, maybe he has a problem with this. 

Finally, yes Mr Watson, I and my family do enjoy this sport 
and its people, of which the calibre of both appear to be a 
class above what you are used to. 

Enough's enough. 

Mike Ashmore. 

PS. On reflection, I have let my esteem for the sport and its 
people down by resorting to Mr Watson's level of innuendo. Not 
good, I apologise. 

Orienteering upset by Teahan 
Bill Teahan, of Hamilton, upset 

one of the favoured entrants, Rob 
Jessop, when he won the men's 
open division of the national 
individual orienteering Cham¬ 
pionship in Omihi Forest yester¬ 
day. 

Jessop, of the Central 
Orienteering Club, has recently 
returned from Europe and the 
United States where he was com¬ 
peting in the world cup series. 

The elite mens coarse, over 
6.5km with a 510 metre climb, 
was covered in 1hr 26min 44sec 
by Teahan, with Jessop only 
16sec behind him, and another 
11sec back to Philip Wood, of 
Hutt Valley. 

Another world cup competitor, 
Katie Fettes, won the women's 
open event — over 5.6km with a 
360m climb — In a time of 
1:29:37. Fettes, of the North West 

club, was 10th in the 1981 world 
championships in Sweden. 

Her club-mate. Marquita 
Gelderman, was second yester¬ 
day in 1:34:07 with Tania 
Robinson, of South Auckland, 
third. 

However, Gelderman upset 
Fettes on the first day of compe­
tition - In the short distance 
event at Chaney's Forest on 
Saturday. 

Greg Barbour won the open 
men's title in the short distance 
event, heading home a Swedish 
competitor, Fredrik Trahn. 

The Wellington Orienteering 
Club had the greatest success in 
the 34 grades that were contested 
yesterday, producing eight indi­
vidual winners. 

The championships end today 
with the team relay events. 

Results, page 38 

McLean 
boosts 
Central 

Mark McLean's very 
last individual time con¬ 
tributed to the Central 
Orienteering club's win in 
the senior men's division 
of the national orienteer­
ing relay event at Bottle 
Lake Forest yesterday. 

McLean, cut out his sec­
tion of the three man re­
lay in 42min 53sec as the 
Auckland club swept to an 
easy win in a total time of 
140min 20sec. 

The other team mem­
bers — Rob Jessop and 
Rob Crawford — gave the 
team an 11min advantage 
over another Auckland 
club, North West, with the 
Dunedin Orienteering 
Club third. 

With the top two indi­
vidual women, from 
Sunday - Katie Fettes 
and Marquita Gelderman 
— being joined by junior 
individual champion, 
Kirsten Ambler, the North 
West club was a very easy 
winner of the senior 
women's title by nearly 
20min from a North Island 
combination team. An­
other combination, rep­
resenting other Auckland 
clubs, was third. 

Some clippings from 
the Christchurch Press. 

A pity the Herald can't 
seem to spare the space 
for articles such as 
these. A complete list 
of results was printed 
also (including ALL 
graded) 
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W100 
As I watched my friends pack for a trip to Oz, I marveled again 
at the junk we tend to carry with us. Eight pairs of shoes, 
mix 'n' match outfits, bags of cosmetics, jackets and 
portmanteaus too heavy to lift made me sigh with relief that 
we were once again on an O-trip. This time it was to Kawhia, 
and clothing was the last thing on our minds. Did we care if 
our ski-jackets and running shoes matched, or were we content 
to own a pair of hole-in-the-toe running shoes of unimaginable 
colour. 

The first thing we check on - is the compass in the 'O' bag?, 
the whistle?, ones specs? So important for finding ones way 
in, ones way out, and ones way full-stop! O-suits with multi-
mended knees and seats, an old T-shirt in case of chill. Perhaps 
a bush-shirt for warmth after the run. And of course the old 
black picnic blanket to relax on in the sun (hopeful?) 

Packing the van we have down to a fine art. We could just about 
get it all in a duffle bag if it wasn't for the double bed. 
That is essential on a chilly night in spring and as an added 
bonus W100 is allowed a hottie. We even managed to forget the 
salt (bad for you) and the beer (worse) and guess what? We 
survived. 

I long ago was reassured that fine-feathers did not make 
orienteers, how else did a certain M60+ win so often clad only 
in old ragged shorts splattered with paint and legs covered 
with blood. Even tried it myself - plenty of bruises and blood 
to show for the effort but somehow speed slipped between my 
toes. 

When the social hour arrives at the end of a gruelling day we 
have no need for our mix 'n' matches. Warm track suits and multi­
coloured sox make us all one happy group. The map then is the 
fashion. 

We don't for one minute envy our friends struggling to fit into 
the latest cocktail outfit. We fall into bed scantily clad, 
purple with bruises from old logs, lulled to sleep by the lapping 
of Kawhia Harbour and the gentle snoring of an un-named 
Wellington O'er 

W100 
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YOUR ARTICLES 
THE GARDEN PARTY THAT DIDN'T QUITE HAPPEN 

THE WAY IT WAS SUPPOSED TO, PART II. 

So with mixed memories of Finland and JWOC fresh in our minds, 
we began our next mission. The Swedish 5-days (O-Ringen) was 
to begin in just 4.5 days time but before the first race Jenni, 
Rob and I had the O-Ringen Clinic to attend. Each year during 
the three days prior to the 5-days the organisers hold two 
orienteering clinics, one for coaching and one for elite level 
running. 

Each country is permitted two participants in each clinic, the 
only pre-requisite for the running clinic being that the runner 
should be at national team level. The coaching clinic is for 
anyone of any age interested in coaching. This year we were 
lucky enough to have three participants in the running clinic 
(Rob J, Alistair and myself) and Jenni Adams in the coaching 
clinic. 

Both clinics were held at the Rommervisk Convention Centre, 
a picturesque lakeside location surrounded by fantastic 
orienteering terrain, all of which was mapped, and approximately 
10 km from the O-Ringen centre. 

For each of the three days we were coached by some of the best 
orienteers in Sweden. Just to drop a few names, Christina 
Blomquist, Katarina Borg, Bengt Hugland, Ake Jansson. In fact 
Rob, Al and I were lucky enough to have Bengt Hugland (who came 
to NZ in 1989) as our assigned coach. Bengt ended up 8th in 
the 5-Days in H21E. 

Each day at the convention centre began with an all you could 
eat buffet type breakfast. Rob J and I couldn't believe our 
eyes - we hadn't eaten this well since leaving NZ! This was 
followed by 2 training sessions of 1 — 1.5 hours each on maps, 
with controls, courses, coaches, the lot, all in wonderful 
terrain I could have stayed there forever! 

Back at the clinic after the day's training had finished you 
could swim, canoe, play tennis, badminton, volleyball, table 
tennis, indoor and outdoor soccer or just laze around in the 
ever present sunshine. Then it was more food, this time an all 
you could eat and drink dinner. This must be pretty near to 
an orienteers paradise. The best part about the whole deal was 
that this first class treatment was to continue right throughout 
the O-Ringen week. 

The Swedish 5-days is the most incredible orienteering event 
in the world. Coming from NZ one cannot possibly imagine its 
scale. 20,000 people competing at the same time on 114 different 
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courses for five days on end is just mind-blowing. I can honestly 
say that it is the greatest orienteering experience you can 
ever have and one I would strongly recommend to every orienteer. 

On overage there are approximately 150 competitors in each grade. 
My grade was H21AK; the K stands for 'short' courses (7-9 km) 
as compared with L or long courses (3-10 km). The grade was 
so large it was split into 4 sub-grades i.e H21AK1, H21AK2, 
H21AK3, and H21AK4. Each had about 250 competitors making a 
total of about 1000 H21A short competitors. Unbelievable!! 

The terrain was very technical with much contour and rock detail 
and vegetation changes. It was also very rough underfoot, slowing 
km rates down to 4.5 - 5.5 mins/km for the elite and A grades 
(what a shame!). Actually the whole event turned out to be a 
bit of a bummer for me, my leg just wasn't standing up to the 
rocky terrain and I had to call it quits after day 3. I need 
my leg for next year so I couldn't risk any more damage. So 
that was the orienteering part of the trip over for me. I don't 
know what was more painful, running the races or watching from 
the sidelines. 

As for the other 10 or so Kiwis went, nothing outstanding 
which wasn't surprising really considering the level of 
competition, but I'm sure all will agree it was a truly awesome 
experience. By the way, O-Ringen 93 looks like it will be a 
good one! 

The next event on our busy schedule was the Ostgota 3-day, just 
a short 200 km drive from the O-Ringen centre. The Kiwi 
contingent consisted of Rolf Boswell, Gerald Crawford, and Jenni 
Adams. We managed to get rid of Rob J for the week Ye Ha! (Just 
joking Rob!). He was in Scotland at the World Student Champs. 
Geez that boy gets around. 

Rolf and Jenni both ran well at this event, both finishing in 
the top half of their grades. Gerald, racing in his first Swedish 
event, enjoyed the experience I think! As for me, well Robert 
Ludlam is a fantastic author and his book 'The Bourne Identity' 
is excellent and well worth reading. 

Next it was off to Germany Bye Bye, hopefully you'll read 
the rest next month. If not, Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. I really mean that! 

Chow! Darren 
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Part 1: Principles 

T he aim in writing this series of articles is to 
help would-be planners and controllers pro­
duce good orienteering courses. I've deliber­

ately entitled the series The Art of Good Course 
Planning because Art it is (with some science). 
Throughout the series I have used examples of what 
I consider both good and bad practice. I hope no-
one will take offence at this. My views are personal 
and may not be shared by others. I also make mis­
takes (one is quoted below) and I know how de-

The Art of Good Course 
Planning 
Recent pages of CompassSport have been full of criticism from angry competitors 
about errors, unfairness or incompetence. Yet no-one sets out to plan or control an 
event badly. We asked TONY THORNLEY, former British Champion and Brit­
ain's representative on the IOF Technical Committee, to put together a series that 
would stimulate better thinking about course planning 

Tony Thornley 
(centre) — hoping to 
spread good planning 
practice 

S 
E 

Planning to develop 
skills 

Planning to test skills 

Theory into Practice: 
Overview 

Theory in to Practice: 
Detail 

Lengths, levels and 
targets 

Hints and tips 
( I n c l u d i n g the 

CompassSport Awards 
for good planning) 

manding planning and controlling can be. 
I think planners need three basic skills, in order of 

importance: 
- technical expertise to get the right control in the 

right place with the right code. 
- ability to match a course to a competitor. 
- flair, based on understanding what orienteering 

is. 
Many would also argue that a good planner also 

needs management skills, particularly of people and 
time! 

Defining t h e T a s k 

A planner needs a philosophy. Survival (or existen­
tialism?) may appear enough, but I'd encourage more: 

Point 1: Orienteering is 
running navigation 

Your job as a planner is to test competitors' abilities 
to navigate whilst running (and, for some competi­
tors, to help to develop these skills). 

This rules out planning a course where the best 
route traverses unrunnable terrain. It also rules out 
running without thinking. 

Fortunately for you as planner, timing forces com­
petitors to go as fast as they can. Your only concern 
on the running front should be to avoid the 
unrunnable - bearing in mind that what is runnable 
for the elite may be a purgatorial plod for the old or 
the small. 

The planner's main job is to provide the naviga­
tional challenge. 

Point 2: Navigation is map-reading 
(Including route choice and 

use of compass) 
Your course should test ability to read the map in 
two ways. Accurately and in detail near the controls, 
and roughly, to form an overall picture, between the 
controls. 

Route choice can only be tested by longer 
legs which provide different options; in many 
British areas it will need great flair to include 
it effectively. 

The compass (or a sense of direction) will be used 

by the competitor throughout the course. A good 
course will automatically test the competitor's ability 
to maintain direction without the need for specific 
'compass-legs'. 

Point 3 : T h e C o u r s e 
m u s t b e fair 

First, you must provide the same problems for each 
competitor. It is not fair if a feasible route is slower 
or faster on the ground than the map indicates, 
neither is it fair if a control is significantly 
easier to find when another competitor is 
punching at it. 

Second, whilst you are trying to provide a chal­
lenge, you are not trying to catch people out. Putting 
similar codes on adjacent controls on similar look­
ing features comes into this category, as does 
having control codes in sequence with one 
missing (done on the Elite course at the JK a 
few years ago!) 

Point 4 : T h e C o u r s e m u s t 
b e appropr ia te 

Each course should be targetted at a specific ability 
level. What is a challenge for one competitor is anoth­
er's frustration and retirement. 

Decide for whom you are planning, and stick to it 

Point 5: E d u c a t i n g t h r o u g h 
p lanning 

With some competitors, your task will be to build 
confidence and to encourage the development of 
skills. 

At a basic level, you do not need to add to the 
challenge of completing a course - if anything, you 
need to make it easier. 

At a higher level, your planning may need to 
encourage the competitor to cut corners and to read 
contours. 

G o l d S t a r s a n d C o c k - u p s 

The maps opposite illustrate a few examples of what 
I hope to encourage and avoid. 

24 CompassSport (The Orienteer) JUNE 1992 
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THE ART OF GOOD COURSE PLANNING 

G e t t h e C o n t r o l in t h e Right 
P l a c e 

(Nibthwaite, Northern Champs 1974) 

Guess who hung the control in the 
clearing 100 metres East of number 17 

A Go ld R u s h C o n t r o l 
(Staindale, 1972) 

About 20 of us hunted for the two 
controls in the dark green on hands 
and knees until one of us found it......... 
then the pit was like the Klondike 
everyone staking a claim on the 
punches! 

Got y o u t h e r e ! 
(Mytchett, BRC 1989) 

There were two other controls (gully, 
reentrant) about 50 metres from 
control 2 (bank). All three had similar 
codes, and looked rather similar on 
the ground. Of course competitors 
ought to have checked the codes 
carefully, but It's within the 

rules, but is it fair? 

G r e e n is N o t A l w a y s Good 
(Sherwood, 1986) 

22,23,24, In low visibility forest with 
no map detail, were a lottery 

Boulder a n d bou lder 
(Wharncliffe, 1972) 

One of my favourites, now, sadly, 
gone from orienteering (?). Control 
10 on the 1970 map was A Rock 
(the "A" signified a feature not on 
the map). On the modern map, 
there are a number of other 'rocks' 
nearby. Of course, this doesn't 
happen now 

More 
Examples 
Overleaf 

Long Legs Can Work (1) 
(Cannock, BOC 1977) 

Not only is there choice, the best route 
demands thought to execute it well 

Bingo! 
(Sherbrook, JK 1972) 

Insufficient map detail to lead you into the pit, unless 
someone was in front of you 
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THE ART OF GOOD COURSE PLANNING 

Long Legs Can Work (2) 
(Macclesfield Forest 1991) 

See comments on previous page 

Edge of the Map 
(Stickle Pike, 1991) 

Planners often struggle to make a course the 'right' length. It's better to have a 
cross-over or a shorter course than to go off the map (5-6 and 9-10) 

Maps & Map Reading 
TERRY FOXTON (WYE VALLEY OC), Chichester Trophy winer and chief mapper for JK'94, 
concludes his mini-series of map reading tips with some general thoughts about map clarity 

No 4: The Disappointing Run 

We've all had them. The 
weather was pleasant, 

the forest interesting and 
runnable, the event well or¬ 
ganised and planned - but 
somehow, the controls didn't 
appear on cue. Was it caused 
by an off day, getting out of 
the wrong side of bed, bad 
biorhythms or a duff map? 
Well, mappers not infre­
quently get it in the neck -
perhaps this is why the 
mappers finest quality is a 
thick skin. 

The reason why a nice 
looking map just does not 
seem to fit the ground lies in 
the survey - the amount of de­
tail on the map and the sur­

veyor's interpretation of the 
landscape. Too much detail 
makes the map unintelligible 
i.e. difficult to read and inter­
pret on the run. Too little de­
tail and the risk of getting lost 
may be a problem. 

Several years ago, I took 
part in an interesting exercise 
in the "Hairiest part of the 
Lake District" - Rusland 
Heights. We set off in pairs, 
the leader, having a map, navi­
gating, while the follower 
noted the significant features 
he saw en route to the control. 
Later, these significant features 
were compared with what the 
surveyor had mapped. 

It was remarkable how lit­

tle had been seen by the run-
ner, compared with the trivial 
clutter on the map. In fact, what 
one sees on the run is quite 
different from what a walker 
sees. To navigate successfully 
through an unknown forest re­
quires far less detail than most 
orienteers would believe. It is 
therefore very important when 
surveying to carefully select the 
clear, big features, which will 
be obvious to a tired runner. 

Detailed rationed 
For most competitors and ar­
eas, the map scale of 1:15000 
is about right because it ra­
tions the number of features a 
surveyor can plot and draw. 

This rationing accurately re­
lates to the amount of infor­
mation most orienteers can as­
similate and interpret when 
running through 100 metres of 
forest at 9 or 10 miles an hour. 

If the surveyor puts on too 
much information, the less ex­
perienced orienteer will stop 
and scratch his head, trying to 
digest it. This resulting time 
wastage acts as an unfair lev-
eller, or means of slowing 
down the better runner. In the 
finest orienteering competi­
tions, the best orienteers/run­
ners should always win. 

So, next time you blame the 
map for a bad run, you may 
be right! 
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1992 ORIENTEER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION RESULTS 

JOKER OY1 OY2 OY3 OY4 OY5 OY6 OY7 TOTAL 
W-10 
Katherine Bolt 5 CE 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 40.0 0.0 0.0 60.0 
Stacey Hatwell SA 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 18.7 0.0 0.0 18.7 

W12A 
Fiona Hood 4 NW 0.0 16.9 20.0 40.0 11.0 20.0 0.0 107.9 
Claire Rankin WH 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 9.0 40.0 69.0 
Lise Moen 5 NW 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 

W14A 
Melissa Young 3 CE 14.6 20.0 40.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 94.6 
Paillette Ashmore CE 20.0 14.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 74.9 
Georgina McPherson NW 0.0 17.2 15.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 53.0 
Penny Whittaker 6 NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 18.1 0.0 0.0 38.1 

W16A 
Charlotte Hood 1 NW 40.0 20.0 17.9 20.0 20.0 17.1 0.0 117.9 
Melissa Frith NW 0.0 10.3 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 30.3 
Madeleine Barr HM 13.0 13.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 26.5 
Rachel Shuker SA 15.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.8 0.0 0.0 26.3 
Linda Bakker NW 0.0 8.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.8 

W18A 
Marit Moen 5 NW 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 0.0 0.0 60.0 

W20A 

WNS 
Karen Monks 6 CE 0.0 20.0 10.1 0.0 11.4 40.0 40.0 121.5 
Amelia Hancock 6 NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.5 20.0 20.2 16.0 72.7 
Hiiro Yoshinaga 5 NW 0.0 0.0 14.8 20.0 16.0 8.0 0.0 58.8 
May Young CE 0.0 9.0 20.0 0.0 7.0 0.0 18.0 54.0 

WNL 
Penny Hunter 6 NW 20.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 0.0 100.0 
Ineke Currie 5 SA 9.0 16.1 17.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 42.9 

W21E 
Tania Robinson 5 SA 0.0 0.0 20.0 13.6 37.4 20.0 40.0 131.0 
Marquita Gelderman 1 NW 40.0 0.0 13.6 15.9 20.0 0.0 33.2 122.7 
Jeanine Browne 6 SA 16.6 0.0 17.6 17.6 14.6 21.4 35.8 109.0 
Kirsten Ambler 6 NW 8.3 20.0 16.1 20.0 16.0 24.8 18.6 99.5 
Alison Stone 4 NW 9.3 14.9 0.0 18.2 11.3 0.0 14.2 67.9 

W21A 
Joanne Henderson 6 CE 20.0 0.0 15.2 20.0 0.0 40.0 40.0 135.2 
Sasha Middleton 6 NW 14.3 20.0 20.0 13.7 20.0 32.6 24.0 116.6 
Jeni Martin NW 10.8 14.6 12.1 11.4 0.0 0.0 21.6 70.5 
Kirstine Collins 6 HM 16.4 16.4 0.0 0.0 10.9 16.0 0.0 59.7 
Anne McKay 4 SA 7.1 9.4 7.0 17.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.5 
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1992 ORIENTEER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION RESULTS 

JOKER OY1 OY2 OY3 OY4 OY5 OY6 OY7 TOTAL 
W21B 
Lyn Stanton 6 CE 20.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 40.0 120.0 
Paula Munford 4 NW 8.0 20.0 17.3 40.0 18.1 8.0 23.6 119.0 
Paula Sullivan NW 15.2 0.0 14.5 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 49.7 
Elise Hiscock 6 NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.0 24.4 0.0 31.4 
Lisa Allcott CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.8 0.0 0.0 14.8 

W3SA 
Trish Aspin 5 SA 0.0 20.0 17.9 20.0 40.0 20.0 40.0 140.0 
Lisa Mead 2 NW 20.0 33.4 20.0 13.4 18.3 0.0 35.0 126.7 
Rosemary Gatland SA 17.4 0.0 14.8 17.4 16.5 9.0 17.6 83.7 
Carol Gilbertson 6 NW 0.0 9.0 7.0 12.2 0.0 12.0 14.0 54.2 
Christine Jager 4 CE 0.0 7.0 6.0 15.6 9.4 7.0 10.0 49.0 
Penny Brothers NW 13.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.9 8.0 12.0 45.3 

W35B 
Debbie Van Hall 6 NW 0.0 13.8 17.3 12.7 18.3 40.0 37.8 127.2 
Rae Powell 6 CE 18.4 20.0 11.2 15.3 20.0 34.2 33.0 125.6 
Linda Wilson SA 20.0 0.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 100.0 
Stephanie Wood NW 0.0 15.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.5 

W40A 
Jill Dalton 4 CE 0.0 0.0 20.0 40.0 20.0 12.5 40.0 132.5 
Unni Lewis 5 SA 20.0 18.9 17.0 0.0 32.4 20.0 32.0 121.4 
Mary Moen 5 NW 15.7 20.0 18.2 16.5 12.0 16.6 22.2 93.5 
Doesjka Currie 5 SA 14.7 4.2 14.2 0.0 24.6 9.3 28.6 91.4 
Sally Pilbrow 4 SA 4.0 15.0 15.5 14.0 11.2 0.0 10.0 65.7 
Carreen Eade 5 SA 12.9 12.7 12.9 0.0 0.0 14.6 0.0 53.1 
Sheryl Collins 3 HM 0.0 9.2 15.6 0.0 5.0 5.0 6.0 40.8 
Joanna Stewart 2 CE 5.4 11.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19.6 36.8 
Christine Munro 4 CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.0 0.0 4.0 8.0 28.0 
Bev Shuker SA 9.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 13.6 

W40B 
Helen Bolt 5 CE 0.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 40.0 20.0 40.0 140.0 
Helen Orchard 3 NW 0.0 0.0 23.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 23.6 

W45A 
Val Robinson 5 SA 17.2 20.0 15.5 18.7 40.0 20.0 30.8 129.5 
Lesley Stone 6 NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.5 7.2 37.4 40.0 94.1 
Lorri O'Brien NW 20.0 14.7 20.0 20.0 17.5 0.0 0.0 92.2 
Janice Cyprian WH 0.0 7.1 7.2 11.6 0.0 16.0 37.6 79.5 
Janet Newton CE 0.0 10.2 12.3 14.3 11.9 0.0 24.4 73.1 
Glen Middleton NW 7.0 5.0 5.0 5.2 10.2 0.0 0.0 32.4 
Jill Evans SA 12.9 0.0 11.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 24.1 
Phyl Snedden SA 0.0 11.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.2 
Gay Ambler NW 6.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 

W45B 
Lynn Ashmore 3 CE 20.0 20.0 40.0 0.0 20.0 14.2 0.0 114.2 
Barbara Rankin WH 0.0 0.0 15.4 20.0 17.9 20.0 40.0 113.3 
Vivienne Leigh 6 CE 17.2 0.0 11.9 0.0 10.6 36.6 18.0 94.3 
Victoria Hood 3 NW 0.0 9.3 14.0 0.0 13.1 0.0 0.0 36.4 
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1992 ORIENTEER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION RESULTS 

JOKER OY1 OY2 OY3 OY4 OY5 OY6 OY7 TOTAL 
W50A 
Margaret Nicholls 5 CE 20.0 15.0 0.0 20.0 31.0 20.0 33.2 124.2 
Christine Crate 4 NW 9.3 20.0 0.0 23.8 20.0 18.2 40.0 122.0 
Heather Clendon 3 CE 16.2 16.8 40.0 8.0 8.0 0.0 26.8 107.8 

W55A 
Ann Fettes 4 NW 20.0 20.0 20.0 40.0 10.5 17.1 0.0 110.5 
Jill Brewis CE 0.0 0.0 9.0 0.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 29.0 

W60A 
Doreen Oldfield SA 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 

M-10 
David Stewart 2 CE 0.0 40.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 100.0 
Jamas Currie SA 0.0 0.0 16.2 0.0 20.0 0.0 30.2 66.4 

M12A 
Craig Wilson 6 CE 0.0 15.0 20.0 0.0 20.0 40.0 40.0 135.0 
Scott Johansen 4 NW 20.0 10.4 16.9 33.6 7.0 15.1 33.0 118.6 
Stuart Wilson 6 CE 0.0 13.0 9.9 0.0 6.0 34.4 23.6 86.9 
Lindsay Young 3 CE 17.5 17.8 17.4 0.0 5.0 0.0 20.0 77.7 
Gregory Reeves 6 SA 7.0 5.0 5.0 0.0 15.5 27.4 12.0 66.9 
David Barr HM 15.5 20.0 0.0 0.0 13.0 8.2 0.0 56.7 
Aaron French NW 0.0 0.0 18.9 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 38.9 
Johnathan Reeves SA 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 

M14A 
Mark Currie 5 SA 20.0 18.4 20.0 0.0 40.0 0.0 40.0 138.4 
Nicholas Foster 4 NW 16.9 20.0 18.3 31.6 0.0 20.0 26.0 115.9 
Neil Haddon 3 NW 0.0 14.7 29.0 20.0 16.4 16.8 12.0 96.9 
Craig Jakich 3 NW 0.0 11.7 19.4 17.1 8.1 6.0 23.6 79.9 
Jamie Munro 4 CE 0.0 7.0 0.0 12.0 15.0 14.5 14.6 63.1 
Marc Isted 5 NW 0.0 0.0 16.6 0.0 10.6 4.0 10.0 41.2 
Stuart Barr HM 14.4 9.3 0.0 0.0 3.5 9.9 0.0 37.1 
Jonathan Boow 5 NW 0.0 0.0 12.9 0.0 22.8 0.0 0.0 35.7 
Darren Mexsom 3 NW 0.0 0.0 22.8 0.0 12.6 0.0 0.0 35.4 
Malcolm Barr HM 4.0 5.9 0.0 0.0 9.8 5.0 0.0 24.7 
Anthony Foxell 3 NW 0.0 0.0 15.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.4 
Matthew Luxton SA 0.0 13.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.5 
Alan Whitehouse NW 5.0 0.0 0.0 7.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.0 
Mark Stewart 2 CE 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.0 11.0 
Vaughn Roberts SA 0.0 10.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.5 
Chris Bolt CE 0.0 4.5 4.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.3 
Troy Drummond NW 7.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.0 
Lee Wilson NW 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 
David Ramby NW 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 
Steve Pols 6 CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 

M16A 
Matthew Howard 5 CE 20.0 6.0 9.0 0.0 40.0 0.0 40.0 115.0 
Mike Poynter SA 0.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 
Nick Iles SA 0.0 17.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 17.8 
Scott Brodie NW 0.0 15.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.1 
Steven Morris NW 0.0 12.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.9 
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1992 ORIENTEER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION RESULTS 

JOKER OY1 OY2 OY3 OY4 OY5 OY6 OY7 TOTAL 
M18A 
Richard Bolt 5 CE 20.0 18.9 20.0 0.0 37.6 20.0 0.0 116.5 
Robert Pols 6 CE 15.9 8.0 9.0 0.0 20.0 36.4 16.0 97.3 
Peter Ambler NW 0.0 20.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 80.0 
Alexander Hood 1 NW 29.2 7.0 7.3 16.7 0.0 7.0 18.2 78.4 
Daniel Steven 5 SA 17.2 0.0 12.8 0.0 27.2 14.4 0.0 71.6 
Daniel Sanders 5 SA 13.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 33.4 0.0 0.0 46.7 

M20A 
Shane Blackett CE 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 40.0 

MNS 
Ryan Hunter NW 0.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 
Ken Young CE 0.0 18.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 18.1 
D McPherson NW 0.0 0.0 9.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.0 

MNL 

M21E 
Bryan Teahan 5 NW 20.0 11.0 15.2 16.4 33.2 18.5 40.0 128.1 
Dave Melrose 5 NW 0.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 40.0 15.0 33.0 128.0 
Mark McLean 5 CE 16.0 0.0 17.0 20.0 35.6 32.8 0.0 121.4 
Bill Teahan 1 HM 28.0 18.8 18.3 18.6 0.0 20.0 0.0 103.7 
Robert Crawford 3 CE 17.1 16.6 27.8 14.6 14.9 9.8 0.0 91.0 
Guy Cory-Wright CE 10.2 6.0 0.0 7.4 0.0 6.1 16.0 45.7 
Matt Tuck NW 0.0 0.0 12.2 0.0 12.4 0.0 0.0 24.6 

M21A 
Shaun Collins 2 HM 17.9 40.0 20.0 0.0 18.6 20.0 40.0 138.6 
Toby Carter 4 CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 20.0 0.0 32.4 92.4 
Shane Phillips 5 SA 12.6 17.3 10.2 17.5 26.6 6.0 14.0 88.0 
Rolf Boswell 1 SA 40.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 
Bruce Horide CE 10.7 14.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.0 37.5 
Trevor Carswell 4 WH 0.0 7.3 0.0 16.4 0.0 11.9 0.0 35.6 
Rudolph Hlawatsch CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.0 7.0 16.0 35.0 
Dave Rogers NW 0.0 18.4 11.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 30.0 
Roger Browne NW 14.5 8.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 0.0 28.2 
Peter King NW 4.0 0.0 14.2 0.0 6.7 0.0 0.0 24.9 
Murray Godfrey NW 5.2 0.0 6.0 0.0 4.0 8.5 0.0 23.7 
Keith Hatwell SA 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.7 0.0 0.0 14.7 

M21B 
Scott Vennell 3 CE 0.0 20.0 40.0 15.9 18.6 7.0 40.0 134.5 
Robert Murphy 6 NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 40.0 37.6 97.6 
Mervyn Paitry 6 CE 11.0 17.5 5.3 20.0 12.3 19.8 19.0 88.6 
Roger Hiscock 5 SA 18.3 0.0 9.4 8.0 6.0 8.0 25.6 69.3 
Warren Young CE 0.0 10.8 12.4 0.0 16.5 0.0 23.0 62.7 
Grant Unkovich SA 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.1 0.0 28.2 43.3 
Rob Scott 3 CE 0.0 6.0 15.4 0.0 0.0 6.0 6.0 33.4 
Richard Cross NW 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 
D Bridges SA 0.0 16.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.3 
Robert Gleed CE 0.0 0.0 15.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.5 
Matthew Crozier NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.4 13.4 
Stephen Thurman CE 0.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 
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1992 ORIENTEER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION RESULTS 

JOKER OY1 OY2 OY3 OY4 OY5 OY6 OY7 TOTAL 
M35A 
Geoff Mead 2 NW 14.7 34.8 18.5 20.0 18.0 20.0 40.0 133.3 
Ross Brighouse SA 20.0 20.0 20.0 18.8 20.0 0.0 35.8 115.8 
Peter King CE 16.0 12.9 9.8 16.4 13.9 0.0 25.2 84.4 
Mark Roberts 4 CE 12.2 6.2 11.3 22.6 11.1 25.4 0.0 82.6 
Kevin Jose 5 NW 9.2 10.3 8.5 12.9 11.0 18.0 27.6 79.8 
Norman Jager 4 CE 7.0 14.1 16.3 20.0 7.1 13.7 12.4 76.5 
Bruce Collins 3 HM 10.4 9.2 4.0 0.0 8.3 0.0 33.4 65.3 
Rolf Wagner 5 NW 0.0 11.6 12.5 6.6 24.2 10.1 6.0 65.0 
Les Warren HM 3.0 0.0 7.2 0.0 2.0 0.0 29.8 42.0 
Rod Ball CE 2.0 2.0 1.0 0.0 1.0 15.9 15.8 36.7 

M35B 
Leon McGivern CE 0.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 60.0 

M40A 
Stan Foster 2 NW 18.5 37.0 18.4 20.0 14.6 3.5 36.8 130.7 
Wayne Aspin 5 SA 0.0 14.6 20.0 12.0 36.8 9.8 40.0 123.4 
Terje Moen 5 NW 15.0 16.0 3.4 16.7 15.8 8.2 32.4 95.9 
Mike Beveridge 6 NW 11.2 10.2 7.0 13.4 11.6 35.0 15.6 86.8 
Ray Eade 5 SA 16.4 11.4 15.4 0.0 21.2 15.2 0.0 79.6 
Dave Godfrey 1 SA 24.4 20.0 13.3 18.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 76.6 
Dave Middleton NW 20.0 0.0 12.2 9.5 0.0 20.0 0.0 61.7 
David Nevin 6 WH 3.4 6.4 0.0 0.0 4.8 28.0 18.8 61.4 
Phil Johansen 4 NW 8.4 5.4 9.7 16.6 0.0 12.8 12.8 60.3 
Rob Ambler NW 4.9 3.4 0.0 2.0 2.0 11.1 2.0 23.4 
Alistair Stewart 2 CE 6.5 0.0 10.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 23.2 
Martin Newton 2 CE 0.0 2.0 5.9 3.0 3.0 0.0 9.2 23.1 
Rob Garden NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 
Selwyn Palmer CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 4.0 5.0 
Roel Michels HM 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 
Jos Pols 6 CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 2.0 

M40B 
John Ranson 2 NW 0.0 40.0 13.8 0.0 20.0 17.2 40.0 131.0 
Alan Reeves 6 SA 16.4 15.7 20.0 0.0 14.2 40.0 33.0 125.1 
Clive Bolt 3 CE 12.6 0.0 22.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 34.8 
Gordon Evans SA 18.6 0.0 15.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 34.0 
Neil Lewis SA 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 
Peter Johnson CE 14.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.4 

M45A 
John Robinson 6 SA 20.0 10.5 16.3 20.0 0.0 40.0 40.0 136.3 
Mike Ashmore 3 CE 15.8 20.0 40.0 18.3 10.9 12.3 37.2 131.3 
Ian Currie 5 SA 14.6 18.0 12.9 0.0 30.4 15.3 0.0 91.2 
Tom Davies 6 CE 0.0 0.0 11.6 0.0 0.0 35.0 18.0 64.6 
Ian Gunthorp 4 NW 4.0 3.0 9.9 30.8 0.0 4.0 10.0 58.7 
Dick Rankin 3 WH 0.0 5.5 10.0 0.0 12.4 5.0 23.2 56.1 
Mike Williams 3 WH 5.0 11.6 16.8 0.0 0.0 6.0 13.6 53.0 
Lyndsay Shuker SA 18.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 38.1 
Jim Barr HM 9.2 14.5 0.0 0.0 9.6 3.0 0.0 36.3 
Wayne Munro 4 CE 0.0 0.0 0.0 23.8 5.0 1.0 0.0 29.8 
Dave Winter 6 NW 0.0 8.7 3.4 5.0 0.0 4.0 8.0 29.1 
David Puddephatt CE 0.0 0.0 1.0 6.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 13.0 
Bas Cuthbert NW 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0 
Kevin Wilson 6 CE 0.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 
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1992 ORIENTEER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION RESULTS 

JOKER OY1 OY2 OY3 OY4 OY5 OY6 OY7 TOTAL 
M45B 
Russell Howard 2 CE 18.0 40.0 20.0 0.0 15.1 20.0 35.2 133.2 
John Watson 1 NW 40.0 13.7 9.0 0.0 20.0 17.6 40.0 131.3 
Bob Lindop CE 11.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.0 

M50A 
Tarry Nuthall 2 CE 20.0 40.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 40.0 140.0 
Rhys Thompson 2 NW 12.6 12.0 16.2 19.0 0.0 11.1 27.4 87.2 
John Powell 6 CE 9.5 13.1 9.5 5.1 14.5 29.6 14.0 80.7 
Colin Tait 5 NW 10.6 0.0 8.2 9.6 21.4 12.5 22.4 76.5 
Les Paver 2 NW 7.5 16.0 15.1 7.1 7.5 9.0 12.0 59.6 
Michael Hood 1 NW 8.0 7.0 5.0 3.0 6.0 4.0 10.0 36.0 
Dave Bliss 4 NW 5.0 5.0 0.0 8.0 5.0 5.0 0.0 28.0 
Keith Stone 5 NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.9 

M55A 
Tony Nicholls 1 CE 40.0 20.0 0.0 18.2 0.0 9.0 40.0 127.2 
Maurice Penney 4 NW 14.1 14.5 0.0 40.0 20.0 20.0 26.6 121.1 
Graham Paters 5 NW 16.3 18.8 18.2 12.8 23.8 0.0 31.4 108.5 
Bert Chapman 5 NW 0.0 6.0 20.0 6.0 14.0 7.0 12.0 59.0 
Tom Clendon 4 CE 7.0 8.6 0.0 14.0 8.0 0.0 14.0 51.6 
Andrew Brewis CE 0.0 0.0 14.7 0.0 0.0 8.0 0.0 22.7 
Peter Godfrey NW 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 6.0 10.0 22.0 
Ian Mackinlay SA 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 

M60A 
Phil Mellsop 3 NW 20.0 20.0 40.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 40.0 140.0 
Ken Browne SA 9.0 0.0 13.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.3 

M65A 
Bob Murphy 6 NW 20.0 14.8 20.0 20.0 0.0 40.0 36.2 136.2 
Ralph King 6 NW 17.4 20.0 17.3 0.0 11.9 18.0 40.0 112.7 
Ken Green SA 7.0 0.0 7.0 0.0 16.9 8.0 16.0 54.9 
Athol Oldfield SA 8.5 11.3 10.3 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 50.1 
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SURVEY RESULTS 

For those who went to the Auckland Relays, I ran a questionnaire 
to give myself and the AOA a better idea of what the majority 
think about various orienteering topics. 

We received 80 replies, 44 of whom were in the 'older' age group 
of 45 years or more and 36 were 'young', i.e less than 45 yrs. 
23 replies were from 'inexperienced' orienteers, i.e those who 
have been orienteering less than 4 years. 57 were from 
'experienced' orienteers. 

QUESTION 1: 

Would you like to see the OYs held every week, 2 weeks, 3 weeks 
or 4 weeks? 

Weekly 1 
2 weeks 53 
3 weeks 12 
4 weeks 12 
No reply 2 

Clearly the majority prefer a compact OY series. Unfortunately 
next years programme has already been decided and has some 
4 week gaps between OYs. Maybe in 1994 we should look at 
compressing the OY series as it was this year. 

QUESTION 2: 

Should the 'Joker' event be continued? 

Yes 43 
No 33 
No reply 4 

A fairly even split for and against. Many people did not play 
their Joker this year - does it favour those who know the system? 
Can we publicise it better so everyone is aware of it's existance 
and how to go about 'playing' it? 

QUESTION 3: 

Should the last OY be worth double points? 

Yes 52 
No 23 
No reply 5 

Looks like it should be! 

QUESTION 4: 

Should there be a Short-O as one of the OYs? 

Yes 47 
No 30 
No reply 3 
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The majority seem happy to have a Short-O but several suggested 
it shouldn't be the last one. The problem I see is the extra 
work involved in organising and setting such an event. 

QUESTION 5: 

Have you ever set or controlled an OY or badge event? 

Have 31 
Haven't 49 

QUESTION 6: 

Would you rather have fewer OY courses eg 7 instead of the 
present 10? 

Yes No 

Have set 15 16 
Haven't set 11 35 

Total 26 51 

I strongly favour less work for course setters and controllers 
and one way of doing this would be to reduce the number of 
courses which have to be set. Seven courses instead of ten would 
go a long way towards this. If the job is easier more people 
may wish to do the work and therfore we may even be able to 
run more OYs which some people want. 

QUESTION 7: 

Would you rather have wider age grades so more people would 
be running against each other, eg M35-44, W21B+ 

Yes 42 
No 31 
No reply 6 

Some of the present OY grades have only 2 or 3 competitors in 
them. Surely it would be better to compete against more people? 

QUESTION 8: 

Do you think the OYs you have run have been too difficult, too 
easy or just right? 

Too difficult 1 
Too easy 4 
Just right 75 (several people thought that some OYs 

but not all, were too easy) 

Seems that we got it right! 
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QUESTION 9: 

Which format do you prefer for Short-Os; Add both times or only 
count the second race? 

Add both times 68 
Second race only 6 
No reply 6 

The vast majority want both races to count. 

QUESTION 10: 

For the second race in a Short-O do you prefer a true chasing 
start or a "fastest starts last, 2 minute intervals". 

True chasing start 41 
Fastest last, 2 rain 28 
No reply 11 

Some suggested a system of fastest starts first with 2 minute 
intervals. Perhaps we can vary the format used. The system used 
for the Auckland Short-O champs was a very simple and 
uncomplicated way of doing a true chasing start. 

QUESTION 11: 

In a 2-day championship event should the Short-O be held the 
day before or the day after the long 'classic' event? 

Before 22 
After 49 
No reply 9 

The majority obviously want a change from the present system. 
People tend to treat the Short-O as a warm-up event and don't 
give it the effort it deserves. If it is held after the classic 
there is no reason to only jog around it. 

QUESTION 12: 

On a three day nationals weekend, which events would you prefer 
to be held on the other two days. 

1st Choice 2nd Choice 3rd Choice 

Short O 31 31 8 
Single day event 28 20 21 
Relay 12 17 39 

The relays are definately the least popular choice while a short¬ 
O or a single day event got equal votes. Perhaps the Nationals 
format will have to be looked at if we are to attract high 
numbers of competitors. 
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QUESTION 13: 

Would you like to see a 2 -3 month break from orienteering during 
the middle of winter? 

Yes 15 
No 61 
No reply 4 

Obviously not a popular choice. 

QUESTION 14: 

Would you prefer a summer season only? 

Yes 9 
No 65 
No reply 5 

Another unpopular suggestion. 

QUESTION 15: 

Would you prefer to see the season lengthen, shorten or stay 
the same? 

Lengthen 11 
Shorten 8 
Stay the same 55 
No reply 6 

No change needed here either. 

QUESTION 16: 

Would you like the present colour coded series to be called 
"colour" or "autumn" series? 

Colour 26 
Autumn 36 
Don't care 13 

At least an Autumn series is a logical progression from a Summer 
scries. 

QUESTION 17: 

Should the Auckland relays have provision for non-competitive 
teams? 

Yes 44 
No 25 
No reply 11 

Another change which should be considered. 
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QUESTION 18: 

Would you attend a weekend training camp for over 21 yr olds? 

Yes 42 
No 27 (21 of whom were over 21) 
No reply 11 (5 of whom were under 21 years of age) 

More training was the overwhelming comment in the "comments" 
section of the questionnaire. Something to look at if we want 
to attract and keep new members. 

The most popular event seemed to be QB3 while Waterfalls got 
the thumbs down. 

Most people were quite happy with the sport as it is but many 
commented they would like more training and coaching 
opportunities. Other suggestions included more social events, 
'fun' events eg Great Day-O. Plenty of other excellent comments 
were received from individuals. 

Many thanks to those who took the time to fill out a 
questionnaire. 

Rob Garden. 

O-RINGEN 1993 

I have a copy of the information and entry forms for O-Ringen 
1993. If you think you may attend ask me for the brochure. It 
looks good! 

Ed. 
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